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SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL

THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR'S FOREWORD

The promise of a better life for all the residents of Sekhukhune
District Municipality is fundamentally linked to the developmental
mandate of the district municipality as stipulated in the Constitution
of the Republic of South Africa and other various Local Government
legislations. The long legacy of inherited uneven and unequal
development of our communities continues to be experienced in our
communities through the triple challenges of poverty, inequality and
unemployment

The IDP is a critical strategic document that outlines the strategic
path and direction of Sekhukhune District Municipality and crystalise
the operational planning core focus area. Through the development
of the IDP, the District municipality envisions the desired state of the
municipality and provides for the identification of preferred options
and mechanisms for progressively moving towards the aspired state.

As an overarching institutional plan, the IDP provides the organising
framework for development and planning of the district municipality
in an interactive and participatory partnership with the community
and key stakeholders across the length and breadth of the District.

Itis against this background that during the process leading to the
adoption of this 2025/26 Integrated Development Plan (IDP), we
embarked on an extensive consultation process, soliciting the views
of various stakeholders and ratepayers, including traditional leaders,
businesses, special groups, and community members.

This was done to enhance participatory democracy as we seek to
deepen the District Development Model (DDM), which requires
that all stakeholders be involved in the planning, budgeting, and
implementation of government programs.

This IDP is, therefore, a social contract between this 5th
administration and the communities and other stakeholders of our
district, to fast-track the provision of basic services and improve the
local economy over the next five years.

As the executive arm of the district municipality, we are pursuing
an integrated developmental agenda anchored on the following Six
Mayoral Priorities:

1. Provision of water and sanitation services in a sustainable manner,

2. Local economic development, growth, and job creation through
agrarian reform, mining, tourism, and repositioning of the
Sekhukhune Development Agency,

3. Good governance and sound financial management,

4. Sustainable land use management and spatial transformation,

5. Community development, social cohesion, and nation building,
and

6. Public participation, stakeholder engagements, and partnerships.

SEKHUKHUNE

Distriet Munic y

Executive Mayor
Clir Minah Bahula

The implementation of innovative solutions to the resource and
capacity constraints of the district municipality will require lasting
partnerships with stakeholders and the community. The introduction
of the District Development Model presents an opportunity for
integrated solutions driven partnerships within the intergovernmental
system of the country.

For this reason and in the spirit of inter-governmental relations, we
have worked towards ensuring that this 2025/26 |DP incorporates
the activities of the four local municipalities within our district. It also
provides for the mining, tourism, and agricultural sectors to play an
increasingly meaningful role in the development of our district.

Though this IDP we have outlined our plans and strategies regarding
the provision of water and sanitation services, combating poverty,
unemployment, and inequality in our communities. These objectives
will be achieved through the implementation of strategic economic
plans and programs that will reposition our district as an investment
destination.

Plans for the next financial year, include but not limited to
community-based water projects, social welfare initiatives, attaining
a Clean Audit and making sure that the Fetakgomo Tubatse Economic
Zone process and the relocating of Sekhukhune district offices from
Capricon district are finally completed.

The challenges facing our people calls upon all of us not to conduct
business as usual. We need to be more creative and innovative in how
we best address the triple challenges of poverty, unemployment, and
inequality. Building a resilient municipality with common purpose is
the responsibility of all stakeholders of the district municipality. We
reaffirm our commitment to the people of this district to continue
working even harder to resolve their challenges, particularly in the
provision of sustainable clean drinking water and sanitation. The
people of Sekhukhune deserve better.

The Executive Mayor
Clir Minah Bahula




SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL

MUNICIPAL MANAGER'S OVERVIEW

The Municipal Systems Act, Act 32 of 2000, mandates that municipalities
develop and review their five-year Integrated Development Plans

(IDPs) to guide them in fulfilling their constitutional responsibilities as
developmental local government institutions and delivering effective
services to communities. The IDP is reviewed annually to adapt to shifting
socioeconomic conditions, evolving policy priorities, and the expressed
needs of our people at national, provincial, and local levels.

This 2025/2026 Review takes place within the context of ongoing
institutional transformation driven by the Municipal Staff Regulations,
Gazetted on 21 September 2021 (Gazette No. 45181) and implemented.
These regulations aim to improve municipal performance by responding
to systemic governance issues identified in earlier assessments by the
Department of Cooperative Governance (DCoG), including:

+ The bloating of administrative structures in non-core functions,
+ Incoherent HR practices resulting in critical skills imbalances,
+ A high prevalence of irregular and inappropriate appointments,

« Weak skills development programmes and poor institutional
performance,

- Ineffective performance management and limited accountability,

» Unclear and inconsistent disciplinary procedures.
The objectives of the Regulations are to:

+» Build a developmental local public administration grounded in sound
HR practices and career development systems,

« Foster professional ethics, accountability, and community
responsiveness in municipal governance,

- Ensure recruitment and appointment of suitably qualified individuals,

+ Standardise performance management and policy enforcement
through a coherent HR governance model.

+ Inline with these reforms, the municipality has revised its policies
and systems to strengthen institutional integrity, improve capacity,
and promote ethical, performance-based leadership. The strategic
planning session held in February 2025, followed by ward-based
community consultations during April 2025, enabled reflection on both
progress and remaining gaps. Inputs were received across all 117 wards
and 811 villages, confirming that access to reliable water, improved
sanitation, strengthened health systems, job creation, and enhanced
municipal responsiveness remain top pricrities for our communities.

In this regard, the municipality upholds its vision:

“An innovative leader in integrated economic development and
sustainable service delivery”

This vision is anchored by our institutional values—HEART + EAR:
+ H-Honesty

» E-Excellence

» A -Accessibility

+  R-Respect
+ T-Transparency
.+

+ E-Ethical Leadership
- A—Accountability
+ R-Responsiveness

Municipal Manager
Meshack Kawale

The six Key Performance Areas continue to guide our developmental
agenda:

1. Basic Service Delivery and Infrastructure Development

2. Spatial Rationale

3. Local Econemic Development

4. Institutional Transformation and Organisational Development
5. Financial Viability

6. Good Governance and Public Participation

Key Pricrities for 2025/2026:

- Accelerating water services through impreved infrastructure, borehole
recovery, tanker management, and human resource investment in
operations and maintenance.

+ Expanding sanitation coverage and improving environmental health
services to ensure dignified living standards.

= Strengthening institutional capacity by implementing reforms aligned
to Gazette 45181 and prioritising strategic recruitment.

« Enhancing financial accountability through improved internal controls,
audit compliance, and revenue management.

= Driving inclusive local economic development, particularly through the
Sekhukhune Development Agency (SDA), agricultural support, tourism
promotion, and SMME empowerment.

«  Supporting the Fetakgomo-Tubatse Special Economic Zone (FTSEZ),
with licensing efforts ongoing through the Department of Trade,
Industry and Competition (DTIC), and a tripartite governance structure
ensuring resourcing and alignment.

« Improving risk preparedness and emergency response through
expanded capacity of the District Disaster Management Centre.

The IDP also reflects alignment with broader development frameworks,
including the District Development Model (DDM), the Limpopo
Development Plan 2025-2030, the Medium-Term Development Plan
2024-2029, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In Conclusion:

The 2025/2026 IDP/Budget Review was conducted in full compliance

with legislative and policy frameworks. It reflects the lived realities of our
communities, aligns institutional efforts to national priorities, and sets

out practical steps for implementation. On behalf of the municipality, |
extend my appreciation to all communities, councillors, traditional leaders,
government partners, and civic organisations who contributed to this
review process. Let us now focus on delivery and impact.

Mr. Meshack Kgwale
Municipal Manager
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INTRODUCTION
AND CONTEXT
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1.1.  INTRODUCTION

Integrated Development Planning (IDP) is a strategic development tool to assist the municipality
to achieve its developmental imperatives. The review of the 2025-2026 IDP document for
Sekhukhune District Municipality has followed an extensive internal and external consultation of
stakeholders and communities within the parameters of the district’s sphere of operation. This
document is a legislative mandate and a strategic planning instrument that guide and inform
planning and development as well as decisions with regard to planning, management and
development throughout the district. The Municipal Systems Act (2000) provides the legal
framework for municipal development planning to assist Local Government to discharge its
mandates.

1.2. POLICIES AND LEGAL PARAMETERS

In formulating the IDP cognizance ought to be given to Global, National, Provincial and Local
policy and legislative imperatives.

1.2.1. GLOBAL IMPERATIVES
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)

During 2015, South Africa presented its final Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) report on
the state of the progress that the country has made in rolling back poverty in all its forms, as
agreed upon globally and initiated in 2000. This 15-year process covered the tracking of
eradication of poverty in a number of dimensions, measured across 8 basic areas or goals. Since
then, the global community has adopted a further set of development issues to continue and
expand the work of the MDGs. This set of aspirations is termed the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and will come to fruition in 2030. The SDGs are both an extension and an
expansion of the work done under the MDGs; in particular, the number of goals increased from
8 to 17, the number of targets increased from 20 to 169 and the indicator suite increased from
60 to 230.

GOAL 1: END POVERTY IN ALL ITS FORMS EVERYWHERE

Recent data shows that the war on poverty is far from over and that efforts to combat it must be
expanded and accelerated as the country experienced increased levels of poverty between 2011
and 2015. Women, children, black Africans, those living in rural areas, and people with little or
no education remain the biggest victims of poverty in South Africa and these groups require
special focus and targeted interventions if poverty levels are to drop to the SDG target of 20,0%
by 2030 (from 40,0% in 2015) based on the LBPL.

GOAL 2: END HUNGER, ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY AND IMPROVED NUTRITION AND
PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Food security is more than just the availability of food; it also encapsulates issues of affordability,
nutrition/food utilisation and stability of food supply into the future. The NDP indicates that food
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security exists when everyone has access to sufficient, nutritious, and safe food at all times. This
implies that food must be available and that people must have the means to access it.

GOAL 3: ENSURE HEALTHY LIVES AND PROMOTE WELL-BEING FOR ALL AT ALL AGES

The NDP envisages South Africa having a health system that works for everyone and produces
positive health outcomes by 2030. Provision of universal health coverage through
implementation of national health insurance, addressing the social determinants of health and
promoting healthy behaviours and lifestyles are identified as key prerequisites for achieving this
vision. The national health system needs to be strengthened by improving governance and
eliminating infrastructure backlogs.

GOAL 5: ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS

This Goal can be viewed as a vehicle which will move South Africa further along the trajectory
towards the achievement of the gender equality imperatives outlined in both the Constitution of
the Republic, as well as the NDP.

Therefore, significant efforts must be made towards mainstreaming a gender perspective in the
implementation of the SDGs; closing or narrowing persisting gender gaps; and strengthening
support to our institutional mechanisms for women’s empowerment and gender equality in the
country.

GOAL 6: ENSURE AVAILABILITY AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND
SANITATION FOR ALL

Water is identified as a strategic resource critical for social and economic development in South
Africa. The NDP states that “by 2030 all South Africans will have affordable access to sufficient
safe water and hygiene sanitation to live healthy and dignified lives”. The National Water Policy,
the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) and the Water Services Act (Act 108 of 1997) provide
the legal framework for government to fulfil its responsibility of ensuring that all South Africans
have access to adequate water supply services and sanitation services.

Since South Africa is a water-scarce country (30th driest country globally), greater attention will
have to be paid to management and use of water. There is a growing concern over the potential
impact of water-related risks of which some are predicted to increase in future as a result of
impacts of climate change on the water resource. It is important that South Africa, together with
riparian states, manages impacts of hydrological extremes through transboundary agreements.
This will require strengthening of existing water monitoring networks across the entire shared
basins and timely exchange of data and information between and among riparian states. The
exchange of data and information among riparian states will not only assist in monitoring the
riparian countries’ achievement of SDG targets but will also assist the countries to expedite the
achievement of the set targets.

GOAL 7: ENSURE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND MODERN
ENERGY FORALL
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South Africa ratified the Paris Agreement which is based on three main objectives. These
objectives aim to limit the increase in global average temperature to well below two degrees
Celsius from now until 2100, to increase the ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate
change and to make finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas
emissions and climate-resilient development. These objectives resonate with our own objectives
for the growth and development of Africa and indeed South Africa.

GOAL 8: PROMOTE SUSTAINED, INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH,
FULL AND PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK FOR ALL

South Africa will continue to promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth as a
prerequisite for global prosperity. Goal 8 aims to provide opportunities for full and productive
employment and decent work for all while eradicating forced labour, human trafficking and child
labour. According to the NDP, South Africa must find ways to urgently reduce the alarming levels
of youth unemployment and to provide young people with broader opportunities.

GOAL 9: BUILD RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE, PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE
INDUSTRIALISATION AND FOSTER INNOVATION

Goal 9 encompasses three important aspects of sustainable development: infrastructure,
industrialisation and innovation. Infrastructure provides the basic physical systems and
structures essential to the operation of a society or enterprise. Industrialisation drives economic
growth, creates job opportunities and thereby reduces income poverty. Innovation advances the
technological capabilities of industrial sectors and prompts the development of new skills.

GOAL 10: REDUCE INEQUALITY WITHIN AND AMONG COUNTRIES

Inequality manifests itself in many forms, but the most pressing area of inequality that needs to
be addressed is the inequitable distribution of resources and income. Both the NDP and SDG
agendas make this a central priority. By reducing income inequality, we ensure that households
have the ability and capacity for shaping their own futures. Interestingly, while the NDP has set
a much more aggressive approach on poverty and its targets for 2030 compared to the SDGs,
its inequality objectives and targets are slightly more modest and are on par with the SDG
ambitions.

GOAL 11: MAKE CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS INCLUSIVE, SAFE, RESILIENT AND
SUSTAINABLE

Sixty-three percent of South Africans already live-in urban areas. Over 55% of the population
are found in the 25 largest municipalities, with over 200 municipalities having less than 45% of
the population. The contribution of these 25 largest municipalities to the GDP is over 70%, and
they also have a very high proportion of job opportunities. The result of this is that on average,
the population of these major urban centres grew by over 20% between 2001 and 2011.
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In the South African context, informal settlements present a particular challenge. Most job-
seeking migrants moving to cities first live in informal settlements, which are an affordable entry
to the city. Many migrants cannot break into the urban labour market and find it difficult to move
out of shacks into more formal accommodation. The average residence period within urban
informal settlements has increased from about two to four years in the early 1990s to 10 years
currently. Despite this challenge, cities have begun to take the lead in developing partnerships
that contribute to the sustainable delivery of services.

GOAL 12: ENSURE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION PATTERNS

As defined by the Oslo Symposium in 1994, sustainable consumption and production (SCP) is
about:

"The use of services and related products, which respond to basic needs and bring a better
quality of life while minimizing the use of natural resources and toxic materials as well as the
emissions of waste and pollutants over the life cycle of the service or product so as not to
jeopardize the needs of further generations”.

South Africa is the 27" largest economy in the world, but the 12th largest carbon dioxide emitter.
This is mainly because the energy- intensive economy is largely dependent on carbon-based
fuels. As the world takes steps to cost the negative effects of carbon, South Africa is likely to
face challenges (and opportunities) in reducing emissions. South Africa is also a dry country with
limited freshwater resources. It will have to find ways of using water more sensibly and improving
both the water and energy efficiency of industry.

GOAL 13: TAKE URGENT ACTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS

It is anticipated that the competition for land, water and energy will intensify as the effects of
climate change become apparent, potentially increasing the scarcity and pollution of water, and
accelerating soil erosion and degradation. However, the NDP states that whilst climate change
is @ major threat, developments in science and technology will enable countries to mitigate the
effects, without undermining growth and that by 2030, South Africa’s transition to an
environmentally sustainable, climate-change resilient, low-carbon economy and just society will
be well under way.

To meet the stated objectives and the need for improved disaster-risk reduction, South Africa’s
National Climate Change Response White Paper highlights a suite of sectors that need to
consider climate change impacts in their planning, namely water, agriculture and commercial
forestry, health, biodiversity and ecosystems, and human settlements (urban, coastal and rural).
Amongst others, the NDP proposes the inclusion of climate-change risks in the national disaster
management plan and in the communication strategies.

SDG target - to strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and
natural disasters in all countries.
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GOAL 14: CONSERVE AND SUSTAINABLY USE THE OCEANS, SEAS AND MARINE
RESOURCES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The NDP states that “Market and policy failures have resulted in the global economy entering a
period of ‘ecological deficit’, as natural capital (ground water, marine life, terrestrial biodiversity,
crop land and grazing) is being degraded, destroyed, or depleted faster than it can be
replenished”. Given the vast marine resources South Africa has and a long coastline that forms
the basis of the livelihoods of many coastal communities, it becomes imperative that this
resource be used in a manner that addresses South Africa’s developmental challenges and at
the same time is protected and used in a manner that is consistent with the principles of
sustainable development.

GOAL 15: PROTECT, RESTORE AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE USE OF TERRESTRIAL
ECOSYSTEMS, SUSTAINABLY MANAGE FORESTS, COMBAT DESERTIFICATION, AND
HALT AND REVERSE LAND DEGRADATION AND HALT BIODIVERSITY LOSS

Long-term planning to promote biodiversity and the conservation and rehabilitation of natural
assets is critical and should be complemented by a strategy for assessing the environmental
impact of new developments as an important component of overall development and spatial
planning.

The NDP highlights the need for programmes to conserve and rehabilitate ecosystems and
biodiversity assets. South Africa should implement the protected areas expansion strategy and
promote the biodiversity stewardship programme to build conservation partnerships around
privately-owned land and introduce incentives to protect and rehabilitate ecosystems, such as
rebates and tax reductions.

GOAL 16: PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT, PROVIDE ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL AND BUILD EFFECTIVE,
ACCOUNTABLE AND INCLUSIVE INSTITUTIONS AT ALL LEVELS

Crime in South Africa affects everyone and addressing the challenge of crime and corruption is
one of the government’s priorities. The fight against crime and corruption is part of the Justice,
Crime Prevention and Security (JCPS) cluster’s integrated approach to accomplish the goal of
a better life for all and ensure that all people in South Africa are and feel safe.

The NDP states that the high crime levels have slowed South Africa’s social and economic
development. It further states that an integrated approach to safety and security will require
coordinated activity across a variety of departments, the private sector and community bodies.

It further alludes to the fact that all should enjoy equal protection without fear of crime. The NDP
draws attention to the link between, on the one hand, crime and on the other hand, high levels
of unemployment and poor quality of education. Addressing these inequities requires higher
levels of inclusive economic growth and sustained employment creation.
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Economic growth and higher levels of employment partly depend on the enhancement and better
utilisation of South Africa’s export earnings. It further refers to the negative effect that corruption
has on good governance and proposes that the country needs an anti-corruption system that
enhances public servants’ accountability, protects whistle-blowers, and closely monitors
procurement. It further believes that a strong and independent judiciary is required to ensure the
rule of law and good governance.

GOAL 17: STRENGTHEN THE MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION AND REVITALIZE THE
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In a society with deep societal and economic divisions, neither social nor economic
transformation is possible without institutions and infrastructure that enable the economy and
society to operate; and its ability to carry out these functions, has a profound impact on the lives
of all South Africans.

An efficient and progressive tax system is the cornerstone of South Africa’s democracy,
supporting the values of social solidarity as reflected in the Constitution. The below par revenues
for 2016/17 mirrors a deteriorating GDP growth over the past year, and this is expected to
continue over the medium term. Tax revenue shortfalls directly lead to either higher government
borrowing or reductions in government expenditure. It is critical that government is able to raise
additional tax revenues when required to ensure the sustainability of social programmes and
public investment.

It is envisioned that by 2030, ICT will underpin the development of a dynamic and connected
South African information society and a vibrant knowledge economy that is more inclusive and
prosperous. In view of that, Cabinet approved the National Integrated ICT Policy White Paper
(2016) which provides a framework to guide interventions towards bridging the digital divide.
Cabinet further approved a broadband policy aimed at ensuring universal access to broadband
infrastructure and services by 2020. The vision for broadband is that by 2020, 100% of South
Africans will have access to broadband services. (Source: STATSSA 2017- Indicator Baseline Report
2017: South Africa)

1.2.2. NATIONAL POLICIES AND IMPERATIVES
1.2.2.1. Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996)

Section 151 of the Constitution states that developmental local government should make
provision for a democratic and accountable government for local communities. Local
government must promote a safe and healthy environment and encourage community
involvement in matters of local government such as municipal health services, municipal
transport, municipal roads, municipal parks and recreation.

Section 152 states that local government should ensure the provision of services to communities
in a sustainable manner and encourages the involvement of communities and community
organizations in matters of local government.
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Section 153 states that each municipality should structure and manage its administration,
budgeting and planning processes to give priority to the basic needs of the community.

1.2.2.2. White Paper on Local Government (1998)

It views the IDP as a way of achieving developmental local government. It establishes a basis
for developmental local government in which “local government is committed to working with
citizens and groups within the community to find sustainable ways to meet their social, economic
and material needs and improve the quality of their lives”. It also encourages public consultation
in policy formulation and in monitoring and evaluation of decision-making and implementation.

1.2.2.3. Municipal Structures Act, 1998 (Act 117 of 1998)

Municipal Structures, Act 117 of 1998 provides for the establishment of municipalities, their
internal structures and the division of powers between local and district municipalities. It gives
district municipalities the responsibilities for IDP for the entire district area, including a framework
for all local municipalities. District municipalities have a responsibility for inter-local co-ordination,
and for links with provincial and national departments. Local municipalities should produce plans
that are aligned to the district plan. Sekhukhune District Municipality is responsible to the
planning activities of its local municipalities.

1.2.2.4. Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 of 2000)

It regulates the IDP. It requires the municipality to undertake developmental oriented planning
to ensure that it strives to achieve the objectives of local government set out in Section 152 and
153 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. Section 25 (1) requires the Municipal
Council, within a prescribed period after the start of its elected term, to adopt a single, inclusive
and strategic plan for the development of the municipality. Section 26 of the Act further outlines
the core components of the IDP of a municipality.

1.2.2.5. Municipal Finance Management Act (Act 56 of 2003)

The Municipal Finance Management Act 9 MFMA) was promulgated to sustain the finances of
both the municipalities and other spheres of government. The Act also gives mandatory
obligations on the performance management system. Section 2 of the Act’'s objectives is to
secure sound and sustainable management of the financial affairs of the local government
institutions to which this Act applies by establishing norms and standards.

Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM) budget process endeavours to comply to the provision
of the MFMA. It is pertinent that the development of the IDP and the budget process are
integrated and aligned as per legislation.

1.2.2.6. Inter-Governmental Relations Framework Act (Act 13 of 2005)

This Act responds to the limited successes of alignment amongst the three spheres of
government. The Act creates a framework to support intergovernmental cooperation and
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coordination as required by the Constitution in its definition of “cooperative governance”. It
compels all the three spheres of government to participate in the planning processes of the
municipalities and in turn allow their own planning processes to be influenced by the municipal
IDPs.

Municipal IDPs are therefore the centres of planning for both provincial and national programmes
in a specific local area. Municipalities participate in District-planning for a Municipal Manager’s
FORA and Mayor’s FORA as well as in the Premier’s Intergovernmental FORA to ensure proper
alignment and coordination of Local, District, Provincial and National plans. The Act establishes
and monitoring processes that enhance intergovernmental planning and monitoring processes
for Local, Provincial and National spheres of government.

1.2.2.7. Development Facilitation Act (DFA) (Act 65 of 1995)

The DFA has formalized the restructuring of urban settlements and planning in South Africa. Its
aim has been to expedite land development projects and to promote efficient and integrated land
development. It states that municipalities should prepare the land Development Objectives
(LDOs) on an annual basis.

1.2.2.8. The National Spatial Development Perspective (NSDP)

The National Spatial Development Perspective (NSDP) (Presidency, 2006) is the primary spatial
lens through which policymakers view socio-economic development in the country as a whole.
It presents a wide variety of socio-economic trends emerging in South Africa, and then draws
inferences about how that emerging space economy should affect public investment
(expenditure) in the immediate future.

The diagram below illustrates

Figure 1 - The NSDP principles and perspective informing the basis for robust analysis
for the three spheres of government
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The NSDP indicates that each sphere of government has its own distinct development tasks and
related planning frameworks corresponding to the scale of operations and the area of
jurisdiction. For these frameworks to be coordinated and strategically aligned, each sphere will
have to adopt the NSDP methodology and approach.

1.2.2.9. The Medium-Term Development Plan (MTDP): 2024 — 2029

The adoption of the Medium-Term Development Plan (MTDP) 2024—-2029 provides a clear
pathway for the 7th Administration to build an inclusive society and deliver on the National
Development Plan (NDP) Vision 2030’s aspiration for the elimination of poverty and the
reduction of unemployment and inequality.

The MTDP will guide the work of the Government of National Unity for the next five years in
pursuit of three strategic national priorities:

* Driving inclusive growth and job creation;
* Reducing poverty and tackling the high cost of living, and
« Building a capable, ethical and developmental state.

The MTDP gives effect to government intention to pursue every action that contributes to
sustainable, rapid economic growth and removes obstacles that stand in the way of growth. It
asserts that growth must be inclusive and transformational and must drive the redistribution of
wealth and opportunity. The policy framework and its implementation plan build on progress
made in institutionalizing planning and seek to address gaps such as the fragmentation of
planning, inadequate capabilities and ensure improved coordination and the modernization of
the planning system towards the achievement of development and better results. This includes
ensuring the mainstreaming of the rights of women, youth and persons with disabilities in the
planning system to achieve an inclusive society and economy and leave no one behind.

The MTDP outlines an integrated and comprehensive poverty alleviation strategy to provide
support to the most vulnerable in society and to provide pathways into employment and other
economic activity, especially for the youth. The plan outlines the actions we need to take to build
state capacity and create a professional and ethical public service. It prioritises the strengthening
of law enforcement agencies to address crime, corruption and gender-based violence and to
reinforce national security capabilities. The MTDP reflects government shared commitment to
strengthening social cohesion and nation-building and encouraging an active citizenry.

1.2.2.10. GOVERNMENT’S PROGRAMME OF ACTION: THE OUTCOMES APPROACH

The outcomes approach is designed to ensure that government focuses on achieving the real
improvements in the life of all South Africans.

The Outcomes approach emphasizes improved coordination of government activities across the
spheres for common objectives, thereby discouraging working in compartments as experienced
in the past. In creating a single window of coordination, the outcomes-based approach advances
a common approach to service delivery challenges. This approach seeks to improve
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accountability of different role players in the service delivery chain through the efficient and
effective use of human and financial resources.

Basic Education: Improve the quality of basic education

Health: Improve health and life expectancy

Safety and Security: All people in South Africa protected and feel safe

Employment: Decent employment through inclusive economic growth

Skills: A skilled and capable workforce to support inclusive growth

Infrastructure: An efficient, competitive, and responsive economic infrastructure

network

7. Rural Development: Vibrant, equitable and sustainable rural communities and food
security

8. Human Settlement: Sustainable human settlements and improved quality of household
life

9. Local Government: A response and, accountable, effective, and efficient local
government system

10. Environment: Protection and enhancement of environmental assets and natural
resources

11. International Relations: A better South Africa, a better and safer Africa and World

12. Public Service: A development-oriented public service and inclusive citizenship

R

1.2.2.11. Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP)

The principal objective of this program is to launch and expand labour intensive projects that will
provide opportunities for skills development to create an enabling environment for employment
and self-employment. It will also assist in building capacity for the maintenance of infrastructure;
provide community service and the development of a programme for Early Childhood
Development (ECD). SDM, like other districts in Limpopo, is gearing towards the effective
implementation of EPWP programme and even expanding it to other sectors of the economy.

1.2.212. Development of Small and Micro-Enterprises

The enabling environment should be created through legislation to harness the entrepreneurial
capabilities available in local communities. These capabilities would encourage self-employment
and the employment of other job seekers. Sekhukhune District Municipality has come up with
interventionist measures through LED Strategy to deal with the problem of unemployment.

1.2.2.13. Alignment with National Development Plan

The National Development Plan has strategies outlined according to following areas, which
should be considered by municipalities for alignment.

WATER AND SANITATION MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES PROPOSED:

. Establish a national water-resources infrastructure agency
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The Department of Water Affairs has identified the actions necessary to reconcile the water
demands of major urban and industrial centres with potential supplies up to 5 2030. These plans
need to be translated into well timed investment programmes to avoid supply constraints. Large
investments in regional systems could be undertaken by a national water-resources
infrastructure agency, perhaps modelled on the South African National Roads Agency Limited.

This agency would build on the foundation provided by the Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority,
which is already supporting implementation of several large projects, and help to resolve the
organisational challenges faced by the department's Water Trading Entity. However, the national
government, through the Department of Water Affairs, should continue to lead the planning
process, reviewing these programmes every five years to ensure coordination with other long-
term economic and infrastructure plans.

. Reduce demand

Reducing growth in water demand is just as important as increasing its supply. Current planning
assumes it will be possible to achieve an average reduction in water demand of 15 percent below
baseline levels in urban areas by 2030. Detailed targets have been set for different areas.
Achieving demand reductions on this scale will require programmes to reduce water leakage in
distribution networks and improve efficient domestic and commercial water use.

The Commission proposes running a national programme to support local and sectoral initiatives
to reduce water demand and improve water-use efficiency. Demand-management projects with
merit should be given priority and regarded as being on par with water-supply expansion projects
in terms of importance.

. Manage agricultural use better

Agriculture uses the largest volume of water (even though agricultural water supplies are less
reliable than those supplied to urban and industrial users). The farming sector will have to
increase its water efficiency to improve production and allow for water to be transferred to new
users in water scarce areas, to compensate for the expansion of irrigated agriculture, which has
high job-creation potential. The Commission proposes a dedicated national programme to
provide support to local and sectoral efforts to reduce water demand and improve water-use
efficiency. Water-saving and demand-management projects should be considered as part of the
overall range of water supply investment programmes. These can be compared with supply
expansion projects, and should be prioritised accordingly, based on their merits.

o Investigate water reuse and desalination

There is already extensive indirect reuse of water in inland areas, where municipal and industrial
wastewater is reintroduced into rivers after treatment. However, there is considerable scope for
further water reuse. Many municipalities lack the technical capacity to build and manage their
wastewater treatment systems. As a result, a regional approach to wastewater management
may be required in certain areas. Water infrastructure investment should include projects to treat
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and reuse water, selected on their merits. Research into water reuse and desalination and the
skills to operate such technology should be developed, perhaps under the auspices of a national
water-resource infrastructure agency (discussed below) or the Water Research Commission.

AGRICULTURE AND AGRO-PROCESSING STRATEGY PROPOSALS:

» Substantial investment in irrigation infrastructure, including water storage, distribution
and reticulation throughout the country where the natural resource base allows, as well
as in water-saving technology. A 50 percent increase in land under irrigation would cost
R40 billion in off-farm infrastructure over a 10-year period.

= Greater investment in providing innovative market linkages for small-scale farmers in
communal and land-reform areas.

= As part of comprehensive support packages for farmers, preferential procurement
mechanisms to ensure that new agricultural entrants can also access these markets.

= Tenure security. Farmers will only invest in these areas if they believe that their income
streams from agriculture are secure. Tenure security will secure incomes for existing
farmers at all scales, for new entrants into agriculture, and for the investment required to
grow incomes.

= Technology development. Growth in agricultural production has always been fuelled by
technology, and the returns to investment in agricultural research and development are
high.

= Policy measures to increase intake of fruits and vegetables, and reduce intake of
saturated fats, sugar, and salt, as recommended in the South African food dietary
guidelines, to accompany strategies to increase vegetable and fruit production.

= Exploration of innovative measures, such as procurement from small-scale farmers to
create local buffer stocks and community-owned emergency services.

MINERALS CLUSTER STRATEGY PROPOSALS:

o Address the major constraints impeding accelerated growth and development of the
mining sector in South Africa. The main interventions include ensuring certainty in
respect of property rights; passing amendments to the Minerals and Petroleum Resource
Development Act (2002) to ensure a predictable, competitive, and stable mining
regulatory framework; secure reliable electricity supply and/or enable firms to supply their
own plant with an estimated potential of 2 500MW by 2015; and secure, reliable rail
services, potentially enabling private participation.

o Develop, deepen, and enhance linkages with other sections of the economy. This
includes linkages with both manufacturers of inputs (capital goods and consumables)
and suppliers of mining-related services; and downstream producers, especially for
platinum-group metals and chrome ore. In this regard, an export tax could be considered.
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o Provide focused research and development support to enable improved extraction
methods that lengthen mine life; better energy efficiency and less water intensity; and
alternative uses of South Africa's extracted minerals, especially platinum-group metals,
titanium and others that have potential for application in new energy systems and
machinery.

o |dentify opportunities to increase regional involvement and benefit in the whole minerals
cluster. This could include encouraging the establishment and development of alternative
providers of partially processed intermediate inputs in other countries in the region.

o Ensure active engagement on, and resolution to, issues raised through the Mining
Industry Growth and Development Task Team process.

e Improve alignment of mining charter requirements to ensure effectiveness in local
communities.

Construction/Infrastructure

e Address government's ability to spend its infrastructure budget, particularly about
project-management capacity, long-term planning, and monitoring and evaluation of
both expenditure patterns and construction work.

e Support the civil construction and the supplier industries in their export efforts — with
the establishment of a Financial Centre for Africa, and more support in commercial
diplomatic relations.

o Intensify support to supplier industries such as building supplies, steel, glass and
cement.

e Create conditions for a less cyclically volatile industry by emphasising numerous,
smaller scale, regionally dispersed projects to address backlogs, which are more
accessible to smaller firms and new entrants.

e Expand public funding for alternative types of low-income housing that would
generate more demand directly and in supplier industries.

o Promote a simultaneous focus on more energy-efficient buildings and building
techniques to reduce demands on electricity supply in the longer term. Home
insulation and the installation of solar water heaters are labour-intensive activities
that have strong backward linkages to supplier industries.

Tourism and Culture

Emphasis will be placed on increasing the total number of tourists entering the country, and the
average amount of money spent by each tourist.

Ease of doing business, as well as availability of appropriate levels of tourism infrastructure
(particularly transport, tourism offerings/ products and accommodation), will play an important
role in attracting different types of tourists.

Foreign business tourists arriving by air generate the most significant multipliers. South Africa
will be positioned as the business and shopping centre for the region.



23
South Africa can do more to develop the region as an international tourist destination by
emphasising the broader biodiversity, cultural diversity, scenic beauty, and range of tourism
products, and making it easier for tourists to travel between countries in the region. A Schengen-
type visa for the region will be considered.

Overarching Principles for Spatial Development

“All spatial development should conform to the following normative principles and should
explicitly indicate how they would meet the requirements of these principles (National Planning
Commission; The Presidency, RSA, 2012: 277):

Spatial justice: The historic policy of confining particular groups to limited space, as in
ghettoization and segregation, and the unfair allocation of public resources between areas, must
be reversed to ensure that the needs of the poor are addressed first rather than last.

Spatial sustainability: Sustainable patterns of consumption and production should be
supported, and ways of living promoted that do not damage the natural environment.

Spatial resilience: Vulnerability to environmental degradation, resource scarcity and climatic
shocks must be reduced. Ecological systems should be protected and replenished.

Spatial quality: The aesthetic and functional features of housing and the built environment need
to be improved to create liveable, vibrant, and valued places that allow for access and inclusion
of people with disabilities.

Spatial efficiency: Productive activity and jobs should be supported, and burdens on business
minimised. Efficient commuting patterns and circulation of goods and services should be
encouraged, with regulatory procedures that do not impose unnecessary costs on development.

1.2.2.14. ALIGNMENT WITH NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

Purpose of National Infrastructure Plan

The South African Government adopted a National Infrastructure Plan in 2012 whose purpose
is to transform economic landscape while simultaneously creating significant numbers of new
jobs, and to strengthen the delivery of basic services. The plan also supports the integration of

African economies.

The National Infrastructure Plan contains 18 strategic Infrastructure Plans, out of which those
with relevance to local government are summarised below:

SIP 18: Water and sanitation infrastructure
A 10-year plan to address the estimated backlog of adequate water to supply 1.4 m households

and 2.1 m households to basic sanitation. The project will involve provision of sustainable supply
of water to meet social needs and support economic growth.
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Projects will provide for new infrastructure, rehabilitation and upgrading of existing infrastructure,
as well as improve management of water infrastructure.

SIP 11: Agri-logistics and rural infrastructure

Improve investment in agricultural and rural infrastructure that supports expansion of production
and employment, small-scale farming, and rural development, including:

o facilities for storage (silos, fresh-produce facilities, packing houses)

e transport links to main networks (rural roads, branch train-line, ports)

e fencing of farms

e irrigation schemes to poor areas

e improved R&D on rural issues (including expansion of agricultural colleges)
e processing facilities (abattoirs, dairy infrastructure)

e aquaculture incubation schemes

o rural tourism infrastructure.

SIP 6: Integrated municipal infrastructure project

Develop national capacity to assist the 23 least resourced districts (19 million people) to address
all the maintenance backlogs and upgrades required in water, electricity, and sanitation bulk
infrastructure.

The road maintenance programme will enhance service delivery capacity thereby impacting
positively on the population.

SIP 10: Electricity transmission and distribution for all

Expand the transmission and distribution network to address historical imbalances, provide
access to electricity for all and support economic development.

Align the 10-year transmission plan, the services backlog, the national broadband roll-out and
the freight rail line development to leverage off regulatory approvals, supply chain and project
development capacity.

SIP 1: Unlocking the northern mineral belt with Waterberg as the catalyst

e Unlock mineral resources.

e Rail, water pipelines, energy generation and transmission infrastructure.

o Thousands of direct jobs across the areas unlocked.

¢ Urban development in Waterberg - first major post-apartheid new urban centre will be a
“green” development project.

¢ Rail capacity to Mpumalanga and Richards Bay.

o  Shift from road to rail in Mpumalanga.
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e Logistics corridor to connect Mpumalanga and Gauteng.

PRIMARY MINERAL RESERVES
Coal 18 bn tons
Chromite 5,5 tons
Platinum 6 323 tons
Palladium 3 611 tons

1.2.3. PROVINCIAL IMPERATIVES
1.2.3.1. LIMPOPO DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP): 2025 — 2030

The Limpopo Development Plan (LDP) is a 5-year overarching Growth and Development Plan
that outlines the contribution of the province to the National Development Plan (NDP) Vision
2030 imperatives and the execution of the 5-year NDP Implementation Plan and Medium-Term
Development Framework (MTSF) priorities and targets of the current Term of Administration of
Government of National Unity. The 2025-2030 Limpopo Development Plan (LDP) builds on the
achievements and lessons learned from the implementation of the 2020-2025 LDP.

The LDP is designed to marshal resources from all sectors, both public and private, towards
addressing economic growth and integrated development in Limpopo. It thus creates a platform
for the constructive and active participation of the private sector, civil society and organised
labour towards the achievement of provincial growth and development objectives to promote
higher standards of living for citizens of Limpopo.

The LDP seeks to ensure that government resources, efforts and energy are channelled towards
creating an enabling environment, offering opportunities to the people of the Limpopo Province
to be active beneficiaries of sustainable growth and development, which can improve their
quality of life.

Equally, the LDP serves as a blueprint and framework for Strategic Plans and Annual
Performance Plans of provincial departments, District-Wide IDPs or One Plans and Integrated
Development Plans of districts and local municipalities, as it delineates the provincial
contribution towards the implementation of goals and targets spelled out in national strategies
and sector plans.

The LDP is also an elaboration of the adopted international and national policy frameworks that
provide a clear vision for growth and development. It espouses the need for meaningful
partnership amongst all stakeholders if growth and development are to be realised in the
province.

Development is defined as broad-based improvements in the standard and quality of people’s
living in Limpopo, to which all institutions, including government, business, organised labour and
citizens contribute. Growth in the economic output, the provision of infrastructure capital assets
for social and economic development, job creation, production and income access to adequate
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public services, and environmental management are all essential instruments to achieve
sustainable development, the outcome of which will result in the reduction of unemployment,
poverty and inequality.

Limpopo is bracing itself to consolidate the gains brought about by the democratic dispensation
and achievements registered during the 7" Term of Administration by further enhancing
economic growth focusing on industrialisation and value-adding, implementing measures that
promote job creation and addressing social development through the implementation of the
2025-2030 LDP.

Purpose of the LDP

The purpose of the LDP 2025-2030 is to outline the contribution of the Limpopo Province to the
NDP, provide a framework for the strategic plans of provincial government departments and
municipalities, and to create a structure for the constructive participation of private-sector
business and organised labour and citizens towards the achievement of the provincial growth
and development objectives.

The people of Limpopo desire a future state that is peaceful and prosperous and contributes
towards improved quality of life. This can be achieved through the implementation of social and
economic programmes that result in the achievement of the development objectives as follows:

- Create decent employment through inclusive economic growth and sustainable
livelihood;

- Improve the quality of life of citizens;

- Prioritise social protection and social investments;

- Promote vibrant and equitable sustainable rural communities;

- Raise the effectiveness and efficiency of a developmental public service;

- Ensure sustainable development.

The 2025-2030 LDP is an integrated socio-economic planning and delivery document for the
province. It encapsulates the realities and the aspiration of the provincial citizens. The plan aims
to transform the productive potential of the province while addressing the inherent socio-
economic challenges with the aim of ensuring sustainable livelihoods.

1.2.4. LOCAL IMPERATIVES
1.2.41. Sekhukhune District Development Model (One Plan) — 2025/2026

The IGR Framework Act (IGRFA) sets out the general principles and objects of
intergovernmental relations. The focus is primarily on the outcomes that the system must
achieve coherent government, effective provision of services, monitoring implementation of
policy and legislation as well as the realization of national priorities. The local government is the
closest sphere to communities and represents all spheres of government at the local level. A
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functional and developmental LG is a necessary requirement for an effective Developmental
State.

The District Development Model, as announced by the President seeks to encourage better
coordination and cooperation in government to improve coherence in planning and
implementation across all spheres of governance.

The District Development Model seeks to address silo planning at a horizontal and vertical level.
It will also narrow the distance between the people and government by strengthening the
coordination role and capacities at the district level as it is the penultimate sphere closer to the
people after Ward and Local Spheres. It is aimed at delivering Integrated Services whilst
strengthening Monitoring and Evaluation and impact at district and local levels.

The Sekhukhune District Municipality is located in the south-eastern part of Limpopo, which is
South Africa’s most Northern Province. The district was formed during the year 2000 and is one
of the five District Municipalities in the Limpopo Province. It shares boundaries with Capricorn
and Mopani Districts in the north, Mpumalanga in the south and east, and the Waterberg District
in the west.

The district is largely rural in nature and is made-up of four Local Municipalities, namely; Elias
Motsoaledi, Ephraim Mogale, Makhuduthamaga and Fetakgomo Tubatse. The district is made
up of 117 wards with a total of 811 villages.

There are 81 traditional leaderships within the district. These are mostly concentrated in
Fetakgomo Tubatse, Makhuduthamaga, the eastern extents of Ephraim Mogale and the south-
western extents of Elias Motsoaledi municipality (the former Moutse area in KwaNdebele).

Sekhukhune District Municipality accounts for a total population of 1.2 million, or 20.4% of the
total population in the Limpopo Province, with the Vhembe District being the most populous
region in the Limpopo Province for 2018. Sekhukhune increased in importance from ranking
fourth in 2008 to third in 2018. In terms of its share the Sekhukhune District Municipality was
slightly larger in 2018 (20.4%) compared to what it was in 2008 (19.6%). When looking at the
average annual growth rate, it is noted that Sekhukhune ranked highest (relative to its peers in
terms of growth) with an average annual growth rate of 1.4% between 2008 and 2018.

According to IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1750, in 2018, the population group with the
highest percentage of people living in poverty was the African population group with a total of
82.6% people living in poverty, using the upper poverty line definition. The proportion of the
African population group, living in poverty, decreased by 7.66 percentage points, as can be seen
by the change from 82.60% in 2008 to 74.93% in 2018. There has been a rise in unemployment
between 2008 and 2018. In 2018, there were a total number of 93 900 people unemployed in
Sekhukhune, which is an increase of 6 360 from 87 600 in 2008. The total number of
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unemployed people within Sekhukhune constitutes 28.17% of the total number of unemployed
people in Limpopo Province.

There are approximately 187 161 people of 20 years or older in the district who have no
schooling. Only 4 % of the population have higher education. This will likely constrain the ability
of the district to improve its socio-economic conditions significantly in the short to medium term.

This plan has utilised statistics received mainly from the Department of Economic Development,
Environment and Tourism (LEDET), which they obtained from different sources, i.e. Stats SA,
Global Insight /IHS Markit Regional Explorer, Geoscience Councils, IEC, Universities, Internal
(Record of Decision), etc. It analyses a combination of stats obtained mainly from Stats SA and
Global Insight/IHS Markit Regional Explorer which brings together the deepest and timely
intelligence at district level. LEDET officially subscribes to Global Insight /IHS Markit Regional
Explorer.

The main sectors of Sekhukhune District that contribute to the growth of economy in the district
are Agriculture, Mining and Community Services. Mining is the biggest contributor in the
economy of the district and it is forecasted to grow fastest at an average of 5.64% annually from
R 12.4 billion in Sekhukhune District Municipality to R16.3 billion in 2023. The mining sector is
estimated to be the largest sector within the Sekhukhune District Municipality in 2023, with a
total share of 53.0% of the total GVA (as measured in current prices), growing at an average
annual rate of 5.6%. The sector that is estimated to grow the slowest is the construction sector
with an average annual growth rate of 0.21%.

The District Municipality remains focused and committed to the vision “Sekhukhune District
Municipality — an innovative leader in integrated economic development and sustainable
service delivery”. The institutional projects included in the Development Plan will be aligned to
the institutional budget. The Development Plan will include the plans/programmes which should
be implemented by different spheres of government (including Municipalities) and Private Sector
to ensure that people within Sekhukhune District experience integrated and inclusive
development. Different Stakeholders were consulted on the Socio-economic Profile after its
approval by Council in February 2020. The District Development Model was officially
inaugurated by the deputy minister in the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation
(DPME) on the 20" November 2020 and subsequently launched by the Premier of Limpopo on
the 23 of April 2021.

1.2.4.2. Powers and Functions

The establishment of the district municipality is fulfilled in line with the local government
transformation process as articulated by the White Paper on Local Government, 1998. The
White Paper envisaged the form and nature of new local government structures in the country.
The Sekhukhune District Municipality is as such classified under category C municipality and
these municipalities are predominantly rural municipalities that serve sparsely populated areas,
remote villages, and agricultural regions. These municipalities often have the least resources
and administrative capacity among the three categories, as they primarily focus on providing
essential services. Below is Sekhukhune District Municipality’s powers and functions conferred
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upon it by the Constitution of South Africa in terms of section 156(1) and the division of powers
and functions:

o Water

e Sanitation

e Fire fighting

o Disaster Management

e Local Tourism

e Municipal Airport except for Ephraim Mogale and Elias Motsoaledi
¢ Municipal Planning

¢ Municipal Health Services
e Municipal Public Transport
o Markets

e Municipal Abattoirs

The powers and functions are reviewed annually after capacity assessments by the Municipal
Demarcation Board, which informs MEC Adjustment Report.

Municipal Demarcation Board is currently reviewing the whole Capacity Assessment Model,
considering the following limitations:

Clarity on underlying processes and drivers of the model: a primary concern relating to the
approach is that the detail underlying the model is not fully explained. The reader or user of the
model (which could include the MEC or other provincial representatives) is not provided with the
relevant information to fully understand which variables inform the determination of whether a
municipality has capacity or not. Furthermore, it is not clear what processes were followed in
reaching the determination of capacity levels.

Limitations related to the conceptualisation of capacity: the concern with this approach is
that the model lacks a robust and comprehensive basis upon which to inform a) the assessment
and understanding of capacity levels within and across municipalities and b) make
recommendations for the adjustment of powers and functions.

Measurement and interpretation issues: it fails to assess the ability to spend, which is one
indicator of a municipality’s capacity to deliver services and perform functions, insufficient
understanding of the extent of capacity shortcomings, there is a need to assess actual capacity
levels in addition to asking about perceived access to resources.

Assessing performance: lack of benchmarks against which to assess, lack of differentiation,
insufficient scope for understanding the ‘why’

Limitations of quantitative assessments: The quality of the data is highly dependent on the
measurements used and the extent to which the indicators link to a clearly defined conceptual
framework.
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The explanatory power of quantitative data is limited to the variables being tested in the survey.
Because surveys focus on narrow, highly specified areas of inquiry and rely on structured
responses mainly, they are highly limited in terms of the detail they provide and by their very
design are not meant to provide depth and breadth.

It is therefore prudent that powers be approached cautiously as a guide than being instructive.
1.2.43. BASIS OF IDP REVIEW PROCESS

The development process address recommendations from different stakeholders and role
players together with comments from the MEC’ assessment of the district. It also takes into
cognizance the assessment of the district’'s performance against the organizational objectives,
the recommendations during public participation, IDP engagement processes and also any new
information or any change in circumstances that might have arisen subsequent to the adoption
of 2025-2026 IDP.

The development process is undertaken through implementation of Process Plans which all local
municipalities must prepare as per legislation. The Process Plans must comply with the District
IDP Framework to ensure proper implementation, alignment and coordination between the
district and local municipalities as outlined in Section 27 of the Municipal System Act (MSA) of
2000. Proper alignment between the district and its local municipalities was done when IDP
Framework at the District level and subsequently process plans for all Local Municipalities were
compiled and adopted between July and August 2024 respectively. The process and schedule
followed during the development process as stipulated in the District IDP Framework is outlined
in the tables below.



Figure 2 — Key activities and time frames for IDP Process
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July

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

Adoption phase of Process
Plan/Framework plan

Identification of community needs

Consolidation/Presentation of community
needs

Mid-year performance review/tabling of
adjustment budget

Determination of strategic objectives for
service delivery and development
consolidation of projects

Submission of the Draft IDP/Budget to
Executive Mayor, Portfolio Committees
Mayoral Committee and Council

Community participation and
stakeholders’ consultation on the Draft
IDP/Budget. Public comments and
comments from other organs of state are
taken into cognizance and where need be,
amendments are effected to the IDP.

Tabling of IDP/Budget to Council for final
approval

Executive Mayor signs SDBIP and
performance contracts of Municipal
Manager and Senior Managers

Budget Process




CYCLE OF REPORTING

-year strategy

ee-year budget

SDBIP

Annual implementation plan

IN-YEAR

Implementation monitoring

REPORTIN

L BNV Accountability
FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

Reporting

The IDP determines the strategy, objectives and service delivery targets for the Municipality ANNUAL

mSCOA creates the environment to enable the execution of the accountability cycle from IDP REPORT

OVERSIGHT REPORT

to Annual Report

Source: Limpopo Provincial Treasury - 2024
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Specific dates on the IDP process are listed as follows:

The table below reflects key deadlines which are followed according to the normal IDP/Budget

Table 1: Important Dates on IDP Process

Action | Responsibility | Legislative background | Deadline
Preparatory Phase

Publishing of approved Service Office of the Municipal MFMA s 53 31 July 2024
Delivery and Budget Implementation Manager

Plan (SDBIP), as well as Performance

Agreements (PAs) of Senior

Managers

Preparations and submission of Budget and Treasury and MFMA s 122 31 August 2024

Annual Financial Statements (AFS)

SDA

Generally Recognised
Accounting Practice
(GRAP)

Council adopts IDP
Framework/Process Plan and budget
timetable for 2025/2026 IDP/Budget
review

Planning and Economic
Development
Department/Budget and
Treasury

-Section 27(1) Act 32 of
2000
-Section 21(1) Act 56 of
2003

31 August 2024

Table a time schedule of key budget
& IDP deadlines

Executive Mayor

MFMA s 21

31 August 2024

Public notice in the Local newspaper
regarding the adoption of
Framework/Process Plan

Planning and Economic
Development Department

Section 21(1) (a) (b) and (c)
Act 32 of 2000

Section 28 (3), Act 32 of
2000

20 September 2024

Preparations and submission of
Consolidated Annual Financial
Statements (AFS)

Budget and Treasury and
SDA

MFMA s 122
Generally Recognised
Accounting Practice
(GRAP)

30 September 2024

Sitting of the Budget Steering
Committee:
- to monitor implementation of
budget and
- assess Analysis Phase
information in preparation for
IDP Representative Forum

Budget and Treasury

Section 4(1) Municipal
Budgets and Reporting
Regulations,2008

31 October 2024

Analysis Phase

IDP Representative Forum meeting
(to discuss Analysis Phase
information)

Planning and Economic
Development

Section 27 (d) (i) and
Section 17 of Act 32 of
2000

30 December 2024

Situational analysis to assess the
existing level of development
(analysis phase chapter) of the SDM

Planning and Economic
Development Department

Section 26 (b) of Act 32 of
2000

30 December 2024

Determination of revenue projections,
proposed rates and service charges
and draft budget allocations

Budget and Treasury

MFMA's 18

30 December 2024

Submit mid- year performance
assessment to council

Budget and Treasury

MFMA s 72

25 January 2025

Submit mid- year performance
assessment to AG, NT, PT and
provincial department responsible for
local government and Executive
Mayor

Office of the Municipal
Manager

MFMA s 72

25 January 2025

Strategy Phase:

Strategic Planning session

Planning and Economic
Development

MSA s 25

28 February 2025

The objectives and strategies that will
be used to tackle challenges of
development are specified.

All internal departments of
SDM, including the relevant
departments from local
municipalities

Section 26 (c and d) of Act
32 of 2000

28 February 2025

Table adjustment budget if necessary

Executive Mayor

MFMA s 28

28 February 2025
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Action

Responsibility

Legislative background

Deadline

Project phase and Integration phase:

Projects to implement the identified
objectives and strategies are
formulated, as well as finalization of
Integration Phase

All internal departments of
SDM, including the
relevant departments from
local municipalities

Section 26 of Act 32 of
2000

31 March 2025

Sitting of the Budget Steering
Committee (to discuss Draft
IDP/Budget for 2025-2026, prepare
for public consultations and the IDP
Rep Forum)

Budget and Treasury
Office

Section 4(1) Municipal
Budgets and Reporting
Regulations,2008

31 March 2025

- Draft IDP/Budget for 2024-2025
tabled before Council for noting (at
least 90 days before start of
financial year)

- Draft Budget related policies and
Risk Policies tabled before council
for noting

Planning and Economic
Development/Budget and
Treasury

MFMA Section 16(1) and
(2), Section 14 (1) of
Municipal Budgets and
Reporting Regulations

31 March 2025

IDP Representative Forum meeting Planning and Economic Section 27 (d) (i) and 30 April 2025
(to present Draft IDP for 2025-2026) Development Section 17 of Act 32 of 2000
Make budget available to Public, Budget and Treasury MFMA s 22 (a) and (b) 11 April 2025
National Treasury, Provincial
Treasury and other government
departments
Public consultations final round Planning and Economic Section 16(1) (a), Section 30 April 2025
(presenting Draft IDP/Budget) Development / Budget 28 (2) of Act 32 of 2000 and
and Treasury / Office of MFMA s 22 (a) and (b)
the Speaker/Mayor
Approval Phase
Council approves the IDP and Budget | Planning and Economic Section 16 and 17 of 31 May 2025

(and budget related policies and Risk
Policies) for 2025-2026

Development/ Budget and
Treasury

Municipal Budgets and
Reporting Regulations,2008

Submission of approved IDP/Budget
to MEC for Local Government,
National and Provincial treasury and
to local municipalities

Planning and Economic
Development/Budget and
Treasury Office/Municipal
Manager

Section 32 of Act 32 of
2000

10 June 2025

Notice and summary of approved
IDP/budget in local newspaper

Planning and Economic
Development/Budget and
Treasury

Section 25 (4); 21(1) (a) (b)
and (c) Act 32 of 2000
Section 18(1) Municipal
Budgets and reporting
regulations,2008

14 June 2025

Submit draft SDBIP within 14 days The Municipal Manager MFMA s 53 14 June 2025
after approval of the budget to

Executive Mayor

Approval of SDBIP and Performance | The Executive Mayor MFMA s 53 28 June 2025

agreements of senior managers-
within 28 days after budget approval

Stakeholder Engagements and Community Participation

Community participation is a legislated requirement for development and review of a municipal IDP.
Section 16 of the Municipal Systems Act, No. 32 of 2000, requires municipalities to develop a culture
of municipal governance that complements formal representative government with system of
participatory government, and must for this purpose encourage and create conditions for local
community to participate in preparation, implementation, and review of its Integrated Development
Plan. It also requires municipalities to encourage and create conditions for the local community to
participate in the affairs of the municipality.

The organizational structures as outlined above will form part of the methods of community
participation in the IDP processes. In addition to this, community consultative meetings are also held
across the area of the District Municipality.
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Public consultations are sometimes held in each half of the financial year — during analysis phase
and after adoption of the draft IDP:

v First round documenting priority needs of communities. These are commonly done by the
LM’s visiting their own wards to record priority development needs raised by their local
community, and the

v" Second round focuses on presenting the Draft IDP/Budget to communities (required by
legislation for all municipalities).

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY NEEDS CAPTURED DURING APRIL 2025

Table 2: Summary of community needs captured during April 2025
ITEM | ISSUES RAISED

1 Water

2 Sanitation

3 Roads/Stormwater Drainage
4 Electricity

5 Health

6 Safety and security

7 Housing

8 Education

9 Refuse removal

10 Employment opportunities
11 Land issues (Relocation of Sekhukhune Offices to Jane Furse)
12 Environmental issues

13 Finance

14 Special programs

15 Community Halls

16 Sports and recreation

17 Cemeteries

18 StafffHuman Resources

19 Tourism

20 Agriculture

Synopsis of community contribution towards IDP/Budget of 2025/2026

Being a Water Services Authority (WSA) and Water Services Provider (WSP) on behalf of its local
municipalities, SDM is more under pressure to deliver water to the households within its area of
jurisdiction. Water being the highest basic need of the local communities, may imply that SDM has
not been making notable impact in reducing the water backlog in its area.

The high needs for water supply vary from total lack of municipal water supply; to intermittent water
supply; boreholes that have dried up; broken pumping machines; pump operators who are unskilled
or insufficient in numbers; and water tankers who visit deprived villages inconsistently. Given the
length of period through which SDM held the powers of being a WSP, it suggests that the municipality
may be struggling to fulfil its mandate of delivering water to communities. The main implication for its
future planning is that SDM should invest most of its resources into the effort of delivering water to
its households - which includes human resources and budget. Forward planning in terms of water
delivery should also be improved.

Local Municipalities should uphold their mandate on service delivery as required by the Constitution
of the Republic of South Africa by ensuring that all communities have access to basic services in
their municipal area of jurisdiction in accordance with their powers and functions. Sector Departments
should also play their role in service delivery by ensuring that local communities have access to
services rendered by their sector, ensuring that they contribute towards the achievement of aspiration
of National Development Plan, Limpopo Development Plan and Millenium Developments Goals.

1.2.4.4. MEC IDP ASSESSMENT REPORT 2022/2023 — 2024/2025

Table 3: 2022/2023-2024/2025 MEC IDP Assessment Reports

MUNICIPALITY 2022/2023 RATING | 2023/2024 RATING | 2024/2025 RATING

Sekhukhune District High High High
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Fetakgomo Tubatse High High High
Makhuduthamaga High High High
Ephraim Mogale High High High
Elias Motsoaledi High High High

Source: CoOGHSTA — MEC Assessment Reports 2022/2023/ 2023/2024/ 2024/2025
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21. OVERVIEW OF MUNICIPALITIES WITHIN SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT
2.1.1. Sekhukhune District Municipality

Sekhukhune District Municipality is a Category C municipality and is situated in the Limpopo
Province. It is the smallest district in terms of geographic location in the province and it is comprised
of four Local Municipalities: Ephraim Mogale, Fetakgomo Tubatse, Elias Motsoaledi and
Makhuduthamaga. It is a mainly rural district with approximately 811 villages. Sekhukhune is an area
with a long and proud history, a place of majestic beauty with legal mountains, lush valleys and
meandering rivers. Under its soil, lie vast deposits of precious metals — so vast that they today contain
the largest reserves of platinum group metals in the world.

The Sekhukhune District covers approximately 1,358 million hectares of land and has a total of 1 336
805 people in 340 753 households. This district has a median age of 24, which is a 90 percent of the
figure in South Africa which is 28. This means that programmes that are geared towards youth
population should be maximised to ensure that challenges affecting this age group are addressed.
These programmes include job creation projects, specialised education, safety related measures to
combat crime etc.

The dominant home language in Sekhukhune District is Sepedi with 83%, followed by IsiNdebele
with 4.4%. The SDM Sepedi speaking inhabitants contribute 1.5 times the total percentage of Bapedi
people in Limpopo which is 54.71%. With these different languages and cultures, there should be
deliberate efforts to promote diversified cultural activities that will enhance tourism attraction within
the district.

Map 1: The Sekhukhune District Map
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Source: SDM 2024/2025

Sekhukhune District Municipality is both a Water Services Authority and a Water Services Provider,
therefore its primary function in terms of service delivery is the provision of water. According to Stats
SA (CS 2022), 66% of households in the district have access to safe drinking water (e.g. 25% inside
dwellings, 22.2% inside the yard and 18.9% in communal stands). When it comes to access to piped
water inside the dwelling, only 25% of the households are reported as having access.

2.1.2. Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality

The Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality is located North of N4 highway, Middleburg, Belfast and
Mbombela; and East of the N1 highway; Groblersdal and Polokwane. The municipality is largely
dominated by rural landscape with only 06 (six) proclaimed townships. The Fetakgomo Tubatse LM
is situated on fertile soils alongside the Lepelle, Leppellane and Spekboom Rivers, offering great
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agricultural potential. Furthermore, the Municipality is surrounded by beautiful mountains, and boasts
a rich cultural history. It generally features a dispersed settlement structure, with a few secondary/
gravel roads serving these. Atok and Apel represent the most prominent settlement areas in the
western extents of the municipality and Driekop, Burgersfort, Steelpoort and Orichstad in the eastern
parts. Due to the concentration of mining activities along the R37 and R555 (Dilokong Corridor), the
Municipality functions as a strong economic centre within the SDM. As such, mining is not only the
major source of employment and economic growth within the municipality, but also the district.

Minerals found within the Municipality include platinum, chrome, vanadium, andalusite, silica and
magnetite. The current and planned expansion of mining activities within the LM is placing extreme
pressure on the environment and is resulting in land use conflicts with other uses such as agriculture.
Retail, trade, services, and agriculture also contribute to the municipal economy. Agricultural products
cultivated in this area include citrus, vegetables, corn, and maize. Livestock farming includes cattle,
goats, and game. The Municipality generally features a dispersed settlement structure, with a greater
concentration of settlements within the western extents. Although featuring several major roads (R37,
R36 and R555), the LM’s numerous settlements are only accessible via secondary gravel roads.

2.1.3. Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality

The Municipality borders Makhuduthamaga local municipality in the south, Ephraim Mogale local
municipality in the east, Fetakgomo Tubatse local Municipality and Mpumalanga’s Dr JS Moroka,
Thembisile Hani, Steve Tshwete, Emakhazeni and Thaba Chweu local municipalities. Its main town
Groblersdal is the centre of a progressive commercial farming community because of the town’s
fortunate location in the Olifants River irrigation area below Loskop Dam. Intensive agricultural
activities (under 5 irrigation schemes) cover a total land surface area of 28 800 ha. The agricultural
produce includes grapes, wheat, tobacco, maize, soya beans, citrus fruits, cotton, and vegetables.

Apart from Groblersdal, which is located within the central extents of the LM, most of the LM’s
residential areas are concentrated within the eastern and western extents of the LM, around the
prominent settlements’ areas of Monsterlus and Dennilton/Elandsdoorn, respectively. Generally,
settlements located within Elias Motsoaledi LM are better served by road infrastructure than other
settlements located within the DM. Prominent roads include the N11, R25, R33 and R579. The
municipality contributes about 29% to the Sekhukhune District Municipality economy, which makes
it the second highest contributor below the Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality.

2.1.4. Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality

The Municipality generally features a dispersed settlement structure, with a greater concentration of
settlements towards the eastern and western extents. Marble Hall and Moganyaka represent the two
most prominent settlement areas within the LM. Although the N11 serves to connect the town of
Marble Hall with Mookgopong to the north and Groblersdal to the south, the numerous settlements
within the eastern and western extents of the LM are only accessible via secondary gravel roads.
And its economy remains the lowest contributor to the Sekhukhune District Municipality economy.

2.1.5. Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality

The Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality is bordered by the Capricorn District in the north, Elias
Motsoaledi Local Municipality in the south, Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality in the east, and
Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality in the west. It accounts for 16% of the district geographical area
and comprises of the central extents of the SDM. It boasts agriculture, tourism and mining as its key
growth sectors. Currently, several new mining exploration initiatives are taking place within the
Municipality, which could provide for much needed employment opportunities and the growth of the
economy in general.

The agricultural and tourism potential has also not yet been fully exploited. Only limited forms of
agricultural and tourism activities are present. It features a dispersed settlement structure, with a
greater concentration of settlements within the central and eastern extents of the LM, along the R579
which connects the two most prominent settlement areas, namely Jane Furse and Monsterlus. Apart
from the R579, the numerous settlements located throughout the LM are only accessible via
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secondary gravel roads. The decision to locate the main District Municipal Offices in Jane Furse will
provide substantial growth impetus, perhaps at the cost of Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality.

2.1.6. Traditional Authorities

There are 81 traditional leaderships within the district. These are mostly concentrated in Fetakgomo
Tubatse, Makhuduthamaga, the Eastern extents of Ephraim Mogale and the South-Western extents
of Elias Motsoaledi municipality (the former Moutse area in KwaNdebele). With this number of
Traditional leaderships, it is required that healthy relationships relating to land development be
established between government and traditional authorities. The implementation of SPLUMA
particularly in the rural parts of the district should be well articulated to the traditional leaders and
communities in order to have a common understanding of the development.

Map 2: Traditional authority land per Municipality
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The extent of traditional authority land per Municipality is also shown on the map above as
summarised below: In Fetakgomo Tubatse it covers about 329 850 ha of land which represents 58%
of the municipal area. In Makhuduthamaga the land under traditional leadership totals 176 393 ha
which accounts for 83% of all land in the municipality.

The land under traditional leadership in Elias Motsoaledi amounts to 83 876 ha which is 22% of all
land in the municipality. In Ephraim Mogale about 68 768 ha of land (34% of total land) is under
traditional authority. In total, an estimated 658 887 ha of land in Sekhukhune District is under tribal
authority. This represents about 48% of the total district area.

SDM TRADITIONAL AUTHORITIES: STATUS OF BASIC SERVICES

Ephraim Mogale

NAME OF WATER SANITATION ELECTRICITY STATUS OF

TRADITIONAL ROAD TO

AUTHORITY MOSHATE
Tab/Tanker/ VIP/ Flushing/ Available/ Not Gravel /Tarred
Borehole Pit Available

Matlala Traditional Tanker VIP/Pit Available Tarred

Authority

Rahlagane Traditional Tanker VIP/Pit Available Tarred

Authority

Matlala Mashung Tanker VIP/Pit Available Gravel

Traditional Authority

(Source EPHMLM 2022/2023)
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NAME OF TRADITIONAL WATER SANITATION ELECTRICITY STATUS OF
AUTHORITY ROAD TO
MOSHATE
Tab/Tanker / VIP/ Flushing / | Available/ Not Gravel /Tarred
Borehole Pit Available
Bakwena Traditonal authority Borehole VIP Available Tarred
Chief B.R. Matsepe Kopa
Bantwane Traditional authority Borehole VIP Available Paving
Chief M.P. Mathebe
Ndebele Traditional authority Inkosi | Borehole VIP Available Tarred
P.J. Mahlangu Maphepha 2
Bakgaga ba Kopa Traditional Borehole VIP Available Tarred
authority Chief B.H. Rammupudu
Matlala Lehwelere Tribal authority Borehole VIP Available Tarred
Chief S.F. Matlala
(Source: EMLM 2022/2023)
Makhuduthamaga
Name of Traditional Authority Water Sanitation Electricity Status of road
to Moshate
Tab/ Tanker/ | VIP/ Available/ Gravel /Tarred
Borehole Flushing/Pit | Not Available
Marota Madibong Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Maila Mapitsane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Maila Segolo Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Tlokwe Magolego Tab VIP Available Gravel
Marota Makgane Tanker VIP Available Tarred /Paved
Kone Maloma Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Tau Tswaledi Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Kone Legare Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Mogashoa Ditlhakaneng Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Mogashoa Manamane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Tswako Lekentle Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Tau Nkadimeng Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Bangwenyama ya Maswazi Tanker VIP Available Gravel
Marota Mathibeng Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Ratau Makgane Tanker VIP Available Tarred /Paved
Kone Seopela Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Marota Tjatane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Marota Marulaneng Borehole VIP Available Tarred
Marota Mamone Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Kwena Madihlaba Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Phokoane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Tisane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Batau ba Marishane Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Batau ba Phaahla Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Batau ba Masemola Tanker VIP Available Tarred
Mampane Tanker VIP Available Gravel
(Source MKM 2022/2023)
Fetakgomo Tubatse
NAME OF TRADITIONAL WATER SANITATION ELECTRICITY STATUS OF
AUTHORITY ROAD TO
MOSHATE
Tab/Tanker/ VIP/Flushing Available/ Not Gravel /Tarred
Borehole IPit Available
Bahlakwana Ba Borehole Pit toilets Available Gravel
Rantho
Roka Motshana Tab Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Roka Malepe Tab Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Phasha Makgalanoto Tribal Borehole Pit toiles Available Gravel
Ditlou Mampa Tribal Council Tab Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Maesela Mahlaba Phooko Borehole Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Tau Mankotsane Jojo Tankers Pit toilets Available Gravel
Kgoshi Kgolo Thulare Tribal Borehole Pit toilets Available Tarred Road
Office
Tau Nchabeleng Tribal Borehole Pit Toilets Available Gravel
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NAME OF TRADITIONAL WATER SANITATION ELECTRICITY STATUS OF
AUTHORITY ROAD TO
MOSHATE
Tab/Tanker/ VIP/Flushing Available/ Not Gravel /Tarred
Borehole IPit Available
Kgoshigadi Selepe Traditional | Borehole Pit toilets Available Tarred road
Council
Bahlakwane Ba Ramaube Tab Pit Toilets Available Tarred road
Traditional
Marota Bogwasha Traditional Borehole Pit toilets Available Gravel road
council Flushing toilets
Roka Phasha Phokoane Borehole Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Traditional Council
Bahlakwane Ba Malekana Borehole Pit toilets Available Gravel
Babina Nare Ba Kgwete Tab Pit Toilets Available Gravel
Nareng Thokwane
Bengwenyama Ya Maswati Borehole Pit Toilets Available Pavement
Traditional
(Source FTM 2022/2023)
2.2. DEMOGRAPHICS IN SDM
2.2.1. Sekhukhune District villages
Figure 3: Number of villages in the district
B Ephraim Mogale
387 (44%) 157 (21%) Elias Motsoaledi

189 (25%)

Makhuduthamaga

Fetakgomo Tubatse

LMs IDPs — 2022/2023

There are 811 (LMs IDPs -2022/2023) villages in Sekhukhune District Municipality. 44% (387) of the
villages are found in Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality; 25% (189) in Makhuduthamaga Local
Municipality; 21% (157) in Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality; and finally, 10% (78) are found in
Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality. Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality has the highest number
of villages and Ephraim Mogale being the lowest.

After the amalgamated municipalities of Fetakgomo and Tubatse, there are a total of 117 wards in
the SDM. The wards in the district are as follows: Makhuduthamaga (31); Fetakgomo Tubatse (39);
Elias Motsoaledi (31) and Ephraim Mogale (16).

The only issue which remains a concern regarding villages is names of these villages. There is a
need to rationalise the naming and renaming of villages as they change every day. The District
Geographic Names Council can investigate this matter.

WARDS AND VILLAGES

Elias Motsoaledi

WARDS VILLAGES
Ward 1 Ramaphosa, Slovo, Moteti B, Oorlog Extension, Lusaka, Oorlog, Mabose
Ward 2 Moteti A, Moteti C, Moteti C1, Homeland, Liberty
Ward 3 Kgobokwane, Naganeng
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WARDS VILLAGES

Ward 4 Stompo, Ntswelemotse, Waalkraal, Waalkral ext

Ward 5 Magakadimeng, Mpheleng

Ward 6 Phucukani, Taereng, 5 Morgan

Ward 7 Masukustands, Moteti C2, 10 Morgan, Nonyanestands, Zenzele, Ngolovane, Zumapark

Ward 8 Marapong, Malaeneng, Sempupuru

Ward 9 Tambo Square, Walter Sizulu, Jabulani D1-3, Phooko, Walter Sizulu Extension

Ward 10 Lehleseng A, Lehleseng B, Mohlamme Section, Mashemong, Dithabaneng, Moshate,
Lenkwaneng, Makitla, Bothubakoloi, Maswikaneng, Mohlamonyane, Phora, Podile, Ditshego

Ward 11 Elandsdoorn, Uitspanning A, Five Morgan, Bloempoort

Ward 12 Thabakhubedu, Thabantsho, Magagamatala, Buffelsvallei, Diepkloof

Ward 13 Groblersdal

Ward 14 Matlala Lehwelere, Rakediwane, Masakaneng, Vaalfontein, Aquaville

Ward 15 Masoing, Mathula, Holnek, Vlaklaagte, Keerom, Maraganeng
Mabhande, Masanteng, Doorom, Sovolo, Donkey Stop, Nomaletsi, Pelazwe, Madala 1,

Ward 16 Madala 2, Newstands

Ward 17 Matsepe Sedibeng, Ga-Moloi section, Bapeding section, Matshelapata New stands
Mmotwaneng, Syferfontein, Talane, Magukubjane, Makgopeng, Mountain View,

Ward 18 Mphepisheng Ext.,
Mathula, Enkosini, Dindela, Rondebosch, Perdeplaas, Thabaleboto, Mkhanjini, Matsitsi ‘B’

Ward 19 Extension

Ward 20 Monsterlus A, Monsterlus B, Monsterlus C, Stadium View, Matsitsi A

Ward 21 Jerusalema, Motsephiri, Kgapamadi

Ward 22 Mogaung, Legolaneng, Makena, Phomola, Maphepha village

Ward 23 Vlakfontein, Sephaku

Ward 24 Mandela, Luckau, Posa, Botshabelo, Chiloaneng

Ward 25 Ga Matsepe, Makaepea, Makorokorong, Dikgalaopeng, Mashemong

Ward 26 Ga Kopa, Matebeleng, Kampeng, Bapeding New Stand

Ward 27 Majakaneng, Botlopunya, Nyakelang, Stadium View, Mountain View, Relokwane, Rwanda

Ward 28 Dipakapakeng, Mgababa, Stadium East (ZCC Section)

Ward 29 Ramogwerane, Sterkfontein

Ward 30 Zone 11, Zone 3, Makwane Nkakaboleng, Donteldoos, Tigershoek, Buffelskloof,
Motlagatsane, Laersdrift, TshehlaTrust, Station, Roossenekal Town, RDP village

Ward 31 Motetema, Rakidiwane Farm, Ga-Lekwane

TOTAL 157 (Source - LM IDP 2022/2023)

FETAKGOMO TUBATSE MUNICIPALITY

Ward no. Villages/ Town/Townships

01 Mapareng, GaMabelane, Makgalane, Newstands, Maepa, Makopung, Ohrigstad, Mokutung,
Malaeneng, Manthibi

02 Longtill, Tukakgomo, Tukakgomo 2, Molawetsi, Ga-Ragopola, Mahlakwena, Legabeng,
Phapong

03 Ga-Mmakopa, Tsereng (Pukubjane and Senthlane), Mapulaneng, Ga- Phasha, Ga-Tebeila,
Maroteng Tsate, Selotsane, Molalaneng, Leswaneng, Matebeleng, Mogolwaneng,
Shushumela, Maebe, Ga-Matjie, Makola, Lekgwarapeng, Rite, Sekateng.

04 Mpita, Matsianeng, Riba Cross

05 Pomping and Thabaneng, Polaseng
Morewane, Madithongoane, Madiseng, Sethokgeng, London, Stasie, Mandela 1 and 2,
Mandela Lepakeng, Mmmandela Crossong, Sedibaneng.

06 Nazareth new stand, Ga-nkgetheng, ka-motseng, sethokgeng, potas, ditenseng, mokgethi,
maraganeng, maribiri, magaseng, monare, Dipolateng.

07 Legononong, Gowe, Kampeng France, Boitumelo, Hollong, Mashemong, Tsidintshi,
Mogoleng

08 Diphale, Seuwe, Magabaneng, Madikane, Modimole, Mantsakane

09 Sehunyane, Shaking, Thokwane, Malokela, Ga-Phala, Modubeng,
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Ward no. Villages/ Town/Townships

10 Tjate, Ga Mongatane, Maakgake, Tidintitsane, Dithabaneng, Makgopa Serafa, Madifahlane

11 Garagopola, Legabeng, Ga-Maroga /Phalatseng, Ga-Morethe, Digabane Morokadieta, Sekiti,
Molongwane, Mooihoek

12 Ga Mamphahlane, Swale, Ga-MpuruMahubane Crosson, Sehlaku, Molongwane,
Mashibishane, Balotsaneng Komana, Matimatjatji, Hwashi / Difagate

13 Praktiseer, Praktiseer, Ext 2-10 and 15; Tshwelopele Park; Ramaube

14 Moroke, sekhutlong, magobading, Motloulela, habeng, moshira, Ga-Mathule

15 Ditwebeleng, Kgwete, Shakung, Masete Morapaneng, Mashishi

16 Kgopaneng, Maakubu, Mokgotho, Malepe, Maretliwaneng, Mamogolo, Lefahla, Motshana,
Moraba, Penge

17 Mahlokoane, Manyaka, Maapea, Mphethi, Selala

18 Burgersfort Town, Manoke Village,
Aapiesdoring

19 Magologolo, france park, legabeng, motaganeng, Barcelona, mohlopi, maathipa, kampeng,
France ext 2, maditameng, khulwane, Komane, mmiditsi, modupi, Riba Moshate, Sekoma

20 Bothashoek, Dooringkop, Pologong, Dithabaneng, Riverside, Phelindaba, Pakaneng, Sofaya,
Naledi, Santeng, Mashemong, Khalanyoni, Legabeng

21 GaMakofane, Pidima, Sekopung, Motlolo Ga-Podile

22 Taung, Makotaseng, Matokomane, motodi

23 Kgotlopong, Mahlatsi, Mafarafara, Motlailane & Alverton

24 Makgopa, Makgwareng, Legogwaneng, Mogoleng, Matshiretsane, Phadishanong,
Maakgongwane, Masakeng, Ga-Molai, Ga-kgwedi, Lebalelo, Paeng, Majaditshakhudi

25 B1, Mashamothane, Zone 1-8, Mareseleng, Mashamthane zone 1&2, Mashifane park

26 Rutseng, Ga-Nkoana, Banareng, Ga-moraba A&B, Lepelle, Tswenyane & Phiring

27 Moshate, tsakane, kalkontein, mabelane, makakatela, Kutullo A&B, shushumela & matepe,
kutullo C&D, dithamaga & madibeng

28 Ga-Rantho and Ga-Masha

29 Maphopha, Ntake, Makua, Ratau, Maepa, and Maseven

30 Park city, Vodaville, Mountain view, Township, Airport, Showground, Mapareng,
Thabakhulwane, Lekgwareng, Morulaneng, Magabe park, Mountain square.

31 Dresden village, Makgemeng, Kopie & Mangabane, Steelport

32 Shubushubung, Rostock, seokodibeng Juven, Mahlabeng, Mooilyk, Tjibeng, Ledingwe,
Phasha Makgalanoto, Phasha Selatole, Ga-Mampa and Seokodibeng

33 Mogabane-shole, Boselakgaka, Selepe Moshate, Selepe Mashemong, Manotoana Moshate,
Checkers, Mosotse-Motjatjane, Phashaskraal, Swazi-Mnyamane, Manotoana Mashemong

34 Mokgotho, Monametse, Sefateng, Mohlahlaneng, Bogalatladi, Mafeane, Mogolaneng,
Mabulela, Maruping, Mogabane, Malomanye, Mphaaneng &Mashikwe

35 Ga-Maisela India, Pelangwe, Modimolle, Malogeng, Maesela-Mahlabaphoko, Makuswaneng,
Nkoana Moshate, tau mankotsane, mahlakanaselong

36 Moshate Tau Nchabeleng, Mapoteng, Tebeila, Mabopo, Mashung Ga Nchabeleng, Ga
Nkwana Mashung, Apel Madithame, Mooiplaas, Masha, Strydkraal A

37 Strydkraal B, Matlala, thobehlale, thabanaseshu, mashabela, matamong, seleteng, moshate,
Magagamatala, sepakapakeng, malaeneng A&B, Mototolwaneng, matebana and radingwana

38 Ga-Seroka, Manoge, Mashilabele, Phageng, Masehleng, Ga-Mmela, Phahlamanoge

39 Mokhulwane, Magotwaneng, Marakwaneng, Ga-Matsimela/mesopotamia, Makgwareng/Ga-
photo, Lerajane, Mmashaku, Makgaleng, Sekabeng/Tjebane, Sehlabaneng, sekateng/bofala,
Ditlokwe,

Total 387 Villages (Source - LM IDP 2022/2023)
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MAKHUDUTHAMAGA MUNICIPALITY

WARDS NAMES OF VILLAGES

1 Ga Tshehla, Hlalanikahle, Kutupu, Ratanang Kutupu Extension

2 Phokoane, Mabintane, Mogudi,

3 Mokgapaneng, Makoshala, Phokoane

4 Rietfontein, Vierfontein,

5 Maserumole Park, Mohlwarekoma, Leeukraal, Matlakakatle

6 Eenzaam Trust, Patantshwane, Eenzaam, Mare, Ga-Mmaboki, Ga-Diago

7 Thoto, Malaka, Ntoane, Manthlanyane, Manotong, Dikatone, Setebong

8 Mathousand / Hlahlane, Pelepele Park/ Maswiakae, Mochadi, Brooklyn, Leokana, Caprive/
Living waters,

9 Riverside, Caprivi / Photo, Morgenson, Magapung

10 Mogorwane, Moripane, Phushulang, Ngwanamatlang, Moloi, Moloi Extension

11 Molepane, Mokwete, Vergelegen A,

12 Moretsele, Makgeru, Ratau, Makgane, Senamela, Maphopha

13 Mashengwaneng, Mogashoa Manamane, Mogashoa Ditlhakaneng, Phase Four, Mabonyane

14 Sekele, Moela, Kgopane, Maloma, Seopela, Legapane, Tshesane, Dingoane, Matiloaneng,
Mabule, Tsopaneng, Stocking

15 Mohlakaneng/Tswele, Houpakranz, Mohlake, Magolego, Maila Mapitsane, Dlamini

16 Dihlabaneng, Mashegwana Legare, Kotsiri, Mashegwana Tswaledi

17 Manganeng, Ramphelane, Mashite, Mathibeng (Toona), Kgolane

18 Jane Furse RDP, Vergelegen B, Dicheoung, Moraba

19 Madibong, Mamone (Matsoke), Vergelegen Mashishing

20 Mamone (Centre, Magolaneng, Rantho, Manyeleti, Tisane

21 Mamone- Matsoke, Ga Mohlala, Ga Manyaka, Tanzania

22 Madibaneng, Tjatane, Matolokwaneng, Sebitse, Sebitsane, Lekgwareng

23 Mathibeng, Dinotsi, Maila Segolo, Mashupye, Maseleseleng, Sebitlole, Marulaneng,
Madibong (Ga-Mokgwatjane)

24 Phaahla, Diphagane, Masehlaneng, Lobethal, Mamoshalele, Porome, Mamatjekele

25 Maololo, Mashabela, Mohwelere, Molebeledi, Machacha, Ga Selepe, Ga Marodi, Talane,
Mahlakanaseleng,

26 Marishane, Bothaspruit, Makgophong, Mathapisa, Soetveld, Kgarethuthu, Mampane Thabeng

27 Mabopane, Manare, Mohloding, Masemola (Moshate), Mabopane, Morareleng, Maripana

28 Tswaing, Kgwaripe, Motwaneng, Vlakplaas, Lekurung, Wonderboom, Mahubitswane,
Mahlakole, Maroge, GaMaphutha, Thabampshe

29 Mashwanyaneng, Pitsaneng, Maraganeng, Mphane, Mahlolwaneng, Malope, Apelcross,
Molelema, Machasdorp, Makgwbe

30 Mogaladi, Legotong, Serageng, Masanteng, Kolokotela, Setlaboswane

31 Kome, Ntshong, Mmotwaneng, Masakeng, Mangwanyane, Vlakplaas, Eenkantaan,
Motseleope, Makhutso, Semahlakole /Sehuswane

TOTAL 189 VILLAGES (Source - LM IDP 2022/2023)

EPHRAIM MOGALE MUNICIPALITY

WARDS NAMES OF VILLAGES

Ward 1 Malebitsa & Driefontein

Ward 2 Uitvlught, Keerom, Spitspunt, Tshikanoshi & Klopper
Ward 3 Matlerekeng

Ward 4 Matlerekeng & Rathoke

Ward 5 Matlala Ramoshebo, Midway, Toitskraal & Madikoti
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WARDS NAMES OF VILLAGES

Ward 6 Ditholong, Ramoshebo, Mmamaneng, Mokgwaneng & Matatadibeng

Ward 7 Marble Hall

Ward 8 Leeuwfontein & RDP

Ward 9 Moganyaka & Manapyane

Ward 10 Mamphogo & Mmakgatle

Ward 11 Rakgwadi, Selebaneng, Goru, Moeding, Puleng, Puleng A&B, Ga Mmela, Mmatilo, Makhutso
& Mohlalaotwane

Ward 12 Serithing, Vaalbank, Hlopha, Ngwalemong, Mabitsi, & Ga Makgatle

Ward 13 Disenyane, Garagopola, Mathukuthela, Mohlotsi, Manotolwaneng, Greenside, Moomane, Ga
Masha, Matseding, Vleishgewag, Motseleope, Mogalatsane & Tompi Seleka

Ward 14 Regae & Dichweung

Ward 15 Morarela, Mbuzini & Elandskraal

Ward 16 Letebejane, Phetwane, Tsimanyane, Ditholong & Mafisheng

TOTAL 78 SETTLEMENTS (Source - LM IDP 2022/2023)

Table 4: SDM Wards/Towns/Settlements/Farms/Mines

MUNICIPALITY NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER OF NUMBER OF | NUMBER

OF WARDS | OF TOWNS | SETTLEMENTS/ | FARMS OF
VILLAGES MINES

Elias Motsoaledi 31 02 157 13 1

Ephraim Mogale 16 01 78 1324 2

Makhuduthamaga | 31 01 189 Data not 0

available

Fetakgomo 39 02 387 1031 19

Tubatse

Sekhukhune 117 06 811 2368 22

District approximately

(Source - LMs IDPs 2022/2023)

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDENDS OF THE DISTRICT

Table 5: Analysis on window opportunities open in 2011 and 2022

MUNICIPALITY CATEGORY CENSUS 2011 CENSUS 2022
Elias Motsoaledi Children 36,1 % 31,5%
Elderly 7% 7.7%
Ephraim Mogale Children 35,5% 32%
Elderly 6,9% 8%
Makhuduthamaga Children 38,1 34%
Elderly 8% 8%
Fetakgomo Tubatse | Children 37,7 % 32, 7%
Elderly 57% 57%
Sekhukhune Children 36% 32,9%
District Elderly 6,7% 6,9%

(Source — District, Census Data 2022)

The data from the 2011 and 2022 censuses reveals significant shifts in the demographic composition
of various municipalities. In 2011, there was a notable presence of children across all municipalities,
ranging from 35.5% to 38.1%. This indicated a youthful population in need of investments in
education, healthcare, and social services to support their growth and development.

However, by 2022, there was a decrease in the percentage of children in all municipalities, now
ranging from 31.5% to 34%. Conversely, the percentage of elderly populations either remained stable
or slightly increased, suggesting an aging trend. As such the district is losing out on window
opportunities due to higher percentage of children in the district, this is despite the reduction in
children % observed through all the LMs and the district. The overall understanding and responding
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to these demographic changes are crucial for municipalities to ensure sustainable development and
enhance the well-being of all residents, both young and old.

Figure 4: Sekhukhune District Growth Rate and Eligible Working group per Gender

Population by gender: Eligble Working group and Youth
population
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(Source — District, Census Data 2022)

Table 6: Youth Population by Gender and Working-Class Population (>35yrs) by Gender

YOUTH POPULATION BY GENDER AND WORKING-CLASS POPULATION (>35YRS) BY GENDER
| CENSUS 2011 \ CENSUS 2022
MALE% FEMALE% MALE% FEMALE%
Youth Population by Gender (17% 18% 16% 16%
Working Class Population by (9% 13% 13% 16%
Gender>35
Total Working Class Eligible [26% 31% 28% 32%
to Work

(Source — District, Census Data 2022)

The table above depicts the Youth Population by Gender and Working-Class Population (>35yrs) by
Gender. In terms of the youth population both male and female percentages decreased slightly from
2011 to 2022, females consistently represented a slightly larger portion. While, the working class
(those over 35), females showed a higher percentage than males in both years. Additionally, there
was an increase in the percentage of both males and females in this category over the decade.
Looking at the total working-age population, females again held a higher percentage than males in
both years, with both genders showing an increase from 2011 to 2022. There's a consistent trend of
higher female participation in the working-age population, particularly in the working class, with both
genders showing an increase in participation over the decade.

The trends are good for demographic dividends analysis, as they suggest a potential shift in
workforce dynamics, particularly women who are playing an increasingly significant role in the
workforce.

2.2.2. Sekhukhune District Households

Table 7: Households in the district

MUNICIPALITY HOUSEHOLDS 2022 HOUSEHOLDS 2011 | AS PERCENTAGE
Fetakgomo Tubatse 147 167 106 050 43%
Makhuduthamaga 78 497 65 217 22%

Elias Motsoaledi 79 136 60 251 23%

Ephraim Mogale 35953 32 284 12%

Sekhukhune 340 753 263 802 100%

Source: Census (2022/2011)
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Since 1996, the number of households in the district has been on an upward trend. According to
Census 2022, there are 340 753 households in the district. The average household size has gone
down to 3.9 in 2022 as compared to the previous census which was 4.1 in 2011 and was 5.3 in 1996.
This means that the extended family set up is beginning to change daily with modern lifestyles. The
provincial household average size is 3.6 which mean Sekhukhune household average size is still
relatively high by comparison.

Housing type main dwelling

In 2011, 234 095 households were living in formal dwellings. In 2022 325 101 (95%) households are
living in formal dwellings, there are also 5215 (1.5%) households who still reside in traditional
dwellings such as mud houses. Informal dwellings are also found in the district which stands at 8 947
according to Census 2022. There is a need to formalise the informal dwellings (shacks) especially
those found around main towns in the district.

Table 8: Main dwellings

MUNICIPALITIES | Formal dwellings Traditional dwellings Informal dwellings Other
Ephraim Mogale 13355 | 30102 | 34858 | 4899 773 446 | 1108 |[1232 |538 | 111
Elias Motsoaledi 30803 | 54503 | 74998 | 8705 2274 | 1468 | 1995 |3141 | 2370 | 301
Makhuduthamaga | 33407 | 58744 | 76081 | 13354 | 2819 |807 |2337 |3398 | 1368 | 241
Fetakgomo 36 066 | 90747 | 139 19166 | 4241 | 2494 | 3636 | 10091 | 4670 | 838
Tubatse 165
Sekhukhune 113 234 325 46 124 | 10107 | 5215 | 9075 | 17 861 | 8947 | 1491
632 095 101

Source: Census (2011), Census (2022) and Community Survey (2016)
Household tenure status

The rental housing market is growing rapidly in Sekhukhune District Municipality. 28 827 households
were recorded to be living in rented houses in the district. Not surprisingly, the majority of these
households are found in Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality especially with migrants into the
mining industry. Ephraim Mogale and Elias Motsoaledi also recorded markedly improved numbers
for rental stock.

Table 09: Household tenure status

MUNICIPALITIES Owned and fully Owned but not yet Rented

paid off fully paid off

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011
Ephraim Mogale 14 231 995 1120 13 553 604 4 288
Elias Motsoaledi 24 627 1440 3153 33 324 1658 5828
Makhuduthamaga 30 979 2191 1441 44 302 2 257 3035
Fetakgomo Tubatse | 42 038 4 689 3 206 53 181 4 681 15 676

Source: Census (2011)

Household ownership, radio, television, computer, refrigerator, landline, cell
phone, internet

Table 10: Household ownership, Radio, Television, Computer,
phone, Internet

Refrigerator, Landline, Cell

MUNICIPALITY RADIO TELEVISION COMPUTER REFRIGIRATOR | LANDLINE CELLPHONE INTERNET
2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 | 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 | 2001 2011 2011

Ephraim Mogale 16021 17187 11487 | 21888 463 2545 10943 | 21045 2153 785 5222 26742 5079

Elias Motsoaledi 33043 38849 24171 | 44108 660 6093 24677 | 43263 4178 1498 | 11944 | 53035 13308

Makhuduthamaga 34695 39523 18472 | 46765 308 4371 16082 | 44849 2043 1034 | 9180 54692 12024

Fetakgomo 48 455 | 62074 19 66 846 719 9464 22585 | 67343 3138 2060 | 12268 | 92970 20243

Tubatse 854

Source: Census 2011
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The number of households who have radio ownership have increased from 132 214 in 2001 to
157 631 in 2011. Television ownership have improved from 73 975 in 2001 to 178 607 in 2011 which
is more than double. Refrigerator ownership have also improved from 74 288 in 2001 to 176 499 in
2011. Cell phone ownership have also shot up from 38 613 in 2001 to 227 439 in 2011. The trends
tell a story that access to communication in the district has improved. The rise in average household
incomes has also implied that there was disposable income to buy other products such as television,
fridges and cell phones.

The implication is that there is a chance for the district to start offering better services to the residents
and opportunities for cost recovery are abound. Unemployment has shifted from 61.6% in 1996 to
50.9% in 2011 and therefore there is real change in economic dynamics.

2.2.3. Population

The population of Sekhukhune District Municipality has been growing at an average of 1,1% per
annum from 1996 to 2016. According to Census 2022, the population of the district is now standing
at 1, 336 805 persons. This compares to population growth numbers in 2011 at 1 076 840; 2001 at
967 185 as well as 1996 which stood at 914 492. On the whole, the population growth numbers in
the district have been growing moderately and this can be ascribed to a number of factors as will be
indicated when comparing data from the local municipalities in the district.

Table 11: Population Growth Rate in Sekhukhune

Municipality POPULATION YOUTH AND CHILDREN
POPULATION

2022 2016 2011 2022 2016 2011
Fetakgomo 575 960 490 381 429 471 378 381 223 214 160 413
Tubatse
Makhuduthamaga | 340 328 283 956 274 358 218 332 107 577 88 663
Ephraim Mogale | 132 468 127 168 123 648 84 911 51 829 42 964
Elias Motsoaledi | 288 049 268 256 249 363 185 878 109 022 86 165
Sekhukhune 1336805 | 1169762 | 1076 840 | 867 503 491 642 378 205

Source: Census (2022/2011), Community Survey (2016)

If one compares the growth rate in the district with a neighbouring District (Waterberg) there are stark
realities. Waterberg have similar features in terms of drivers for economic development around
mining developments. In 2001, Waterberg growth rate was at 2, 6% (604 938 persons) and 1, 2% in
2011 (679 336 persons). It will be interesting for Sekhukhune District to start comparing itself and
working together with Waterberg simply because they are both in Limpopo and are exposed to almost
similar economic conditions.

In 2016 the Youth population constituted 491 642 as compared to 378 205 in 2011. According to
Census 2022, youth population has increased to 867 503 in Sekhukhune District. This increase in
Youth Population requires that a specific focus be accelerated in terms of job creation opportunities
and other youth empowerment programmes as well as education.

The following tables, however, provide population information at National, Provincial and District
levels between 2008, 2018 and 2022:

Population of Sekhukhune at a Provincial Level
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Figure 5: Total population - Sekhukhune and the rest of Limpopo, 2022

Sekhukhune
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B Vhembe

1368 680 Capricorn

m Waterberg

1336 805

Source: 2022 Census

When compared to other regions, the Sekhukhune District Municipality accounts for a total population
of 1.3 million, or 20.4% of the total population in the Limpopo Province, with the Vhembe being the
most populous region in the Limpopo Province for 2022. Sekhukhune increased in importance from
ranking fourth in 2008 to third in 2018 and back in the 4" spot in 2022. In terms of its share the
Sekhukhune District Municipality was slightly larger in 2018 (20.4%) compared to what it was in 2008
(19.6%). When looking at the average annual growth rate, it is noted that Sekhukhune ranked highest
(relative to its peers in terms of growth) with an average annual growth rate of 1.4% between 2008
and 2018.

The increase in the population annual growth rate is attributed to the increasing number of the mining
developments (particularly in Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality) which serve as an attraction of
people for job opportunities, especially the male population. This increase in the population means
that more services should be planned by government/Municipalities for the expanded settlements
and households. Water provision remains a critical service that the District Municipality should
provide.

Implications of population growth trends for the district

The population growth trends suggest that there are more persons coming into Fetakgomo Tubatse
and Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipalities. There is also a moderate increase in population numbers
into Makhuduthamaga local municipality. Regarding allocation of resources and services, the district
municipality should ensure that the three municipalities receive much attention in terms myriad of
services such as water and sanitation services but also for services that are rendered by other
spheres of government.

These municipalities where there are high growth numbers need to plan adequately for services
provision so that there is no collapse on the current level of service in the communities. Ephraim
Mogale also need to be assisted so that the growth numbers increase in the next 10 years at least to
1% per annum. There should also be deliberate efforts to accelerate job creation opportunities and
other youth empowerment programmes across the district.
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Figure 6: Gender Profile

Sex (%)

BN MALE B FEMALE

Census 2022: Males (47.1%) and Females (52.9%)

Table 12: Gender Profile: Males and Females

Municipality 2022 2011

Males Females Males Females
Fetakgomo Tubatse 275 658 300 302 202 656 227 814
Makhuduthamaga 155 771 184 557 121 282 153 075
Ephraim Mogale 62 367 70 101 58 207 65 442
Elias Motsoaledi 135762 152 287 115 503 133 860
Sekhukhune 629 558 707 247 497 648 579 191

Source: Census (2011), Census (2022)

Since 1996, sex ratios have not changed much. In 2011, there were 497 428 males compared to
579 191 females. The imbalance can be attributed to large numbers of males who migrate to other
provinces to look for work opportunities. As a result of the rural nature of the district of Sekhukhune,
there are still persons who work in other provinces such as Gauteng and only come back home
monthly or bi-monthly to see their families.

This scenario also tells a picture that there might high presence of female headed households in the
district. The implication for the district is that there is a need to develop programmes that target
women in particular to create self-employment and educational opportunities where possible.

Table 13: Population by Gender - Sekhukhune and the rest of Limpopo Province, 2022

Sekhukhune 629 558 707 247 1 336 805
Mopani 634 524 738 349 1372873
Vhembe 773 840 879 182 1653 022
Capricorn 686 501 760 602 1447 103
Waterberg 374 965 387 897 762 862
Limpopo 3099 416 3473 304 6 572721

Source: Census 2022

Sekhukhune District Municipality's male/female split in population was 90.3 males per 100 females
in 2018. The Sekhukhune District Municipality has significantly more females (52.9%) than males,
when compared to a typical stable population. This is most probably an area with high male out
migration to look for work elsewhere. In total there were 707 247 (52.9%) females and 629 558
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(47.1%) males. This is different from the Limpopo Province as a whole where the female population
counted 3 473 304 million which constitutes 52.8% of the total population of 6 572 721 million.

The rural nature of the district, with less job opportunities requires that males migrate to the big cities
in search for work. While the district experiences new mining developments, they are concentrated
in one local municipality (Fetakgomo Tubatse), and other parts of the district still suffer poverty. The
programmes with high economic impact should be planned and implemented in order to reduce the
scourge of unemployment and poverty.

Table 14: Population by age and gender

Name Male Male (%) | Female Female (%) | TOTAL TOTAL (%)
85+ 2 050 0,2% 7980 0,6% 10 030 0.8%
80-84 3184 0,2% 6 807 0,5% 9 991 0.7%
75-79 4 307 0,3% 12 147 0,9% 16 454 1.2%
70-74 8 672 0,6% 13 896 1,0% 22 558 1.6
65-69 14 347 1,1% 19 493 1,5% 33 840 2.6%
60-64 19 292 1,4% 23 517 1,8% 42 809 3.2%
55-59 21 882 1,6% 30 055 2,2% 51937 3.8%
50-54 24 221 1,8% 30 086 2,3% 54 307 4.1%
45-49 29 296 2,2% 34 843 2,6% 64 139 4.8%
40-44 33 110 2,5% 39 727 3,0% 72 837 5.5%
35-39 41 667 3,1% 48 689 3,6% 90 356 6.7%
30-34 46 667 3,5% 52 887 4,0% 99 554 7.5%
25-29 51767 3,9% 57 756 4,3% 109 523 8.2%
20-24 50 465 3,8% 50 726 3,8% 101 191 7.6%
15-19 59 974 4,5% 58 091 4,3% 118 065 8.8%
10-14 69 933 5,2% 69 662 5,2% 139 595 10.4%
5-9 69 394 5,2% 70 901 5,3% 140 295 10.5%
0-4 79 312 5,9% 79 968 6,0% 159 280 11.9%
TOTAL 629 540 47% 707 231 52.9% 1336805 | 100%

Source: Census (2022)

Figure 7: Population Pyramid - Sekhukhune District Municipality (2022)
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By comparing the population pyramid of the Sekhukhune District Municipality with the national age
structure, the most significant differences are:
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e There is a significantly larger share of young working age people - aged 20 to 34 (28.6%) in
Sekhukhune, compared to the national picture (27.5%).

o Fertility in Sekhukhune is significantly higher compared to South Africa as a whole. This aspect
can be attributed to high poverty and low education levels which in turn give rise to high
childbearing within the district. More education on the general health issues should be provided
to communities.

The share of children between the ages of 0 to 14 years is significantly larger (35.4%) in Sekhukhune
compared to South Africa (29.0%). Demand for expenditure on schooling as percentage of total
budget within Sekhukhune District Municipality will therefore be higher than that of South Africa. This
requires that the district in collaboration with other stakeholders be able to provide support
mechanisms towards basic education as per the norms and standards of education. This includes
adequate schools to avoid overcrowding and to also provide transport in areas that fall outside the
acceptable norm of 5km radius to public schools. Proper school facilities and improved equipment’s
to enhance sound and effective learning should also be provided e.g., Computers and Tablets. The
learners should have access to minimum sets of textbooks and should also have access to learner
ratio 1:40 and 1:35 in Primary and secondary schools respectively.

The district does not have higher education institutions except for the former educational colleges that
are mainly used for Further Education and Training (FET’s). With a population of over a million people,
the district must consider working with education authorities to explore possibility of establishing an
arm/satellite of University of Technology or University in the district.

Population group by race

The figure below indicates that 98.4% of the population in Sekhukhune District Municipality is made
up of Africans. The remainder 1.6% comprises Whites, Indians, Coloureds and others. It is not a
surprising trend because a large part of Sekhukhune District Municipality comprises villages under
tribal authorities. The 1.6% of the Whites, Indians and Coloureds are confined to the main towns in
the district and mining areas.

Figure 8: Population by race

Population Group (%)

BN BLACK AFRICAN B COLOURED

INDIAN/ASIAN

WHITE I OTHER

Source: Census (2022)
Table 15: Population growth by race

RACE 1996 2001 2011 2022 2022 %
Africans 898 129 958 594 1 061 550 1314 803 98,4%
Coloured 579 727 1232 2 481 0,2%
Indian/Asian 377 508 1721 4059 0,3%
Whites 8 876 7 356 11 015 13775 1,0%
Other - - - 1481 0,1%

Source: Census (2022)
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Home language

The dominant home language in SDM is Sepedi with 83% followed by IsiNdebele in 4.4%. According
to statistics (Census 2011), the areas that are predominantly Pedi speaking are Makhuduthamaga
and Fetakgomo Tubatse. In Comparing English and Afrikaans speakers, there are few English
speakers in 0.22% while the Afrikaans speakers in 0.83%. Most Afrikaans speakers are in our former
white only towns of Groblersdal, Marble Hall, and Burgersfort.

2.2.4. Out-migration and male absenteeism in Sekhukhune

A striking characteristic of the Sekhukhune population is the high levels of male absenteeism in the
district. This is the result of most males being forced to seek work outside Sekhukhune. The table
below is based on a sample survey in the area and attempts to characterize the types of migrants

that leave Sekhukhune households to seek work in other parts of the country.

Table 16: Categories of migrants from Sekhukhune households

Category Number %

Regular migrants (return every week or month) 70,257 56,8
Seasonal migrants (for a limited period each year) 34,005 27,5
Prolonged period away (more than 6 months at a time) 19,496 15,7
Total number of absentee migrants 123,759 100

Economic migration clearly affects both current population figures and projected population growth
in the district. As subsequent sections of this chapter will show it also fundamentally affects economic
planning in Sekhukhune. Current discussions on augmenting rail transport in the area, for example,
are underpinned by analyses of the number and types of migrants who travel in and out of the area.
What is undisputed is that the remittances sent back to Sekhukhune households by workers
elsewhere contribute significantly to livelihoods in the district. The table below, also based on a
sample survey, attempts to quantify the remittances received by households in the district.

According to the NSDP, the Sekhukhune District has the 4™ largest out-migration (people migrating
out of the district) in the country with 6.69% of its total population opting to leave Sekhukhune (The
Presidency, 2006). The volume and nature of migration is clearly a factor that development planners
in the district need to consider in their medium-term planning.

2.3. SPATIAL RATIONALE

2.3.1. Policy Context

The Spatial Rationale chapter represents the Spatial Development Framework (SDF) for
Sekhukhune District Municipality as contemplated in section 12 of the Spatial Planning and Land Use
Management Act (Act 16 of 2013). The General principles endorsed by the Spatial Planning and
Land Use Management act is that Spatial Planning, Land Use Management and Land Development
must promote and enhance the following five main development principles: Spatial Justice, Spatial
Sustainability; Spatial Efficiency; Spatial Resilience and Administration. The SDF will facilitate
implementation of the IDP and all government intentions to fight poverty and facilitate balanced urban
and rural development throughout the district area. More specifically, it aims towards achieving the
following objectives:

- Providing a spatial representation of the land development policies, strategies and objectives
of the municipality in the context of local, district, provincial and national directives.

- The SDF will update all relevant socio-economic information and associated trend analysis
for the municipal area to 2022 as base year (based on 2022 Census as conducted by Central
Statistical Services);

- Coordinating and integrating the spatial expression of the sectoral plans of the local and/ or
provincial sector departments,

- Addressing inefficient, impoverished and scattered land use patterns where the poor is
generally located far away from places of socioeconomic opportunities.
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- Indicate the desired and intended pattern of land use development in the urban and rural parts
in the district municipality, including the delineation of areas in which development in general
or development of a particular type would not be appropriate;

- Managing the conflicting demand between agriculture/ mining, urban expansion, and
biodiversity conservation areas (tourism focus areas).

- Providing mechanisms for the establishment of a functional relationship between urban and
rural areas — both spatially and economically;

- Identifying priority investment areas in urban and rural parts of the municipality;

- Focusing on defining the economic footprint of the district and formulating strategies on how
this can be enhanced in a sustainable manner;

- Coordination and alignment of the district SDF with the municipal and provincial SDFs and
any other regional plans applicable;

- Spatial targeting will serve to channel public and private investment into priority areas and
align the capital investment programmes of the district municipality and different government
departments into these areas in pursuit of the five SPLUMA principles;

- And link all of the above to the District Budget via the Sekhukhune Integrated Development
Plan (IDP).

The Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM) Spatial Development Framework was adopted by
Council in 2018 and will be reviewed every 3-5 years. The SDF is aligned to the most important
national, provincial and district policies and strategic plans: The National Development Plan provides
for the spatial development proposals as part of the national spatial development interventions, The
Medium Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) for Radical Economic Transformation and Improving
Service Delivery; The Industrial Policy Action Plan (IPAP) 2018/2019 to 2020/2021 places special
focus on minerals and beneficiation, agriculture and agro-processing, energy, attracting investments
and growing the oceans economy.

The Comprehensive Rural Development Programme (CRDP) (2009) for poverty alleviation and food
insecurity by creating “vibrant, equitable and sustainable rural communities”; The Limpopo
Development Plan (2020-2025) builds on the Limpopo Provincial Growth and Development Strategy
(PGDS) and the Limpopo Economic Growth and Development Plan (2009-2014) to improve the
general condition of all facets of development in the province; The Limpopo Green Economy Plan,
completed in 2013 for local production and consumption, efficient use of energy and water, and care
of natural and man-made resources giving everyone the opportunity to participate in economic
activities.

The Limpopo Spatial Development Framework (LSDF) to promotes social, economic, and
environmental sustainability throughout the Province and The Sekhukhune 2025 Development
Strategy for the longer-term strategic direction to be pursued by the district in order to accelerate
economic growth and enhance development.

Spatial Development Objectives

The following are the development objectives from the directives identified in national and provincial
policies and sector plans and the local and regional spatial challenges and opportunities identified to
be achieved as part of the Spatial Development Framework for the Sekhukhune District Municipality:

¢ To actively protect, manage and rehabilitate the natural environmental resources in the district
in order to ensure a sustainable equilibrium between the competing mining, tourism and
agricultural industries.

o To establish a functional system of economic and service delivery nodes in the urban and
rural parts of the district.

e To optimise connectivity and access by way of a comprehensive district movement network
linking all urban and rural nodes to one another, and to significant destinations in the broader
region.

¢ To ensure equitable access to social facilities and promotion of Local Economic Development
by way of targeted investment based on a spatial logic (MPCC) at all the priority nodes within
the district.
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o To consolidate human settlement projects in sustainable Priority Housing Development Areas
at the identified urban and rural nodes.

e To direct engineering infrastructure investment aimed at social and economic development
towards the priority nodes and provide at least basic services to communities experiencing
excessive service backlogs (in line with Constitutional obligation).

e To utilise the natural environmental and cultural historic features in the district as anchors
from which to promote ecotourism and conservation.

o To further enhance agricultural development and food production by establishing the Agri
Park concept in the district.

e To facilitate up-scaling of subsistence farming to commercial farming in all the identified Rural
Intervention Areas within the Sekhukhune Agri Park.

e To optimally utilise the mining potential in the district with due consideration to the continuous
rehabilitation of mining land.

e To promote industrial/commercial development in the district with specific emphasis on Agri-
processing at the Agri Hub (Groblersdal), and minerals beneficiation in the Special Economic
Zone: SEZ (Tubatse).

¢ To promote formal and informal business development at all activity nodes in the district and
to continuously provide opportunities for upscaling.

2.3.2. Geographic location of the district

Map 4 — SDM Location
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2.3.3. Spatial Vision

Based on the information emanating from existing legislation, policies, and plans at national,
provincial and surrounding district level, the following Spatial Vision for the Sekhukhune District has
been derived.

The Spatial Vision revolves around the following main principles:

- Consolidating government investment (spatial targeting) around several prioritised urban and
rural nodes.

- Linking into the commercial opportunities offered by the tourism meander bordering the
district to the north, east and south.

- Intensifying commercial agriculture in the southern extents of the district and focusing on
agrarian transformation in the central parts.

- Promoting agrarian downstream beneficiation at the Groblersdal Agri Hub and at several local
markets and processing areas at rural nodes.
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- Maximising the economic benefits to be derived from the Dilokong platinum Belt and
consolidate mining beneficiation industries around Burgersfort nodal point.
Enhance inter- and intra-district transport linkages.

Figure 9: Spatial Concept Vision
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2.3.4. Spatial Concentrations of Population

The Sekhukhune DM represents 20.2% of the Limpopo Province total Population (2016). It is evident
that the total population increased by 92 922 from 1 076 840 in 2011 to 1 169 762 in 2016. According
to Census 2022 the population of Sekhukhune District increased by 167 043 to 1 336 805. In term of
the local municipalities, the Fetakgomo Tubatse LM has the highest population concentration (41.9%
- 2022) and experienced the highest increase in population growth (147 012) from 2011 to 2022
Census and is ranked the highest in Sekhukhune District out of 4 Local Municipalities.

The SDM features approximately 811 sparsely populated and dispersed rural settlements, with
Groblersdal, Marble Hall, Burgersfort, Jane Furse, Ohrigstad, Steelpoort and Driekop constituting the
main/first order urban centres. The spatial location of these first order centres generally coincides
with the district’s two dominant economic activity areas.

Essentially, apart from having been influenced by the spatial demarcation of the former homeland
areas, the spatial occurrence of settlements has been influenced by:

- The spatial location of major agricultural and mining activity areas;
- The spatial location of major rivers traversing the district; and
- The spatial location of major roads such as the R37 and R579.

2.3.5. Existing Land Use and Related Potential

Land use is a complex issue and is partially the result of the physical planning policies of the former
apartheid government, which split the district between former homeland areas, private farms and
small towns. Today, apart from issues pertaining to land ownership patterns, mining, agricultural and
tourism activities bring distinctive spatial challenges of their own to the district.

Presently, land use within the SDM is dominated by commercial and subsistence farming. This is
especially true in the Fetakgomo Tubatse, Makhuduthamaga, and Ephraim Mogale Local Municipal
areas. The second most significant land use is the potential conservation areas, especially within the
Elias Motsoaledi and Ephraim Mogale Municipal areas. These potential conservation areas may
eventually encompass roughly one third of Elias Motsoaledi and Ephraim Mogale. The different land
use patterns in the Sekhukhune District are captured in Table 18 below.
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Table 17: Land Use Patterns in the SDM

Land use type Area in sq km % of total
Agricultural: Commercial 1,135 7,7
Agricultural: Subsistence 2,683 18,1
Potential conservation 3,484 23,5
Active conservation 463 3.1

Active mining 37 0,2

Other 7,030 47,4
Total 14,832 100

Source: Department of Land Affairs (2006). Land Cover Map cited in M Maila (2006)

Disconcertingly, land is becoming an increasingly scarce commodity within the district. This is equally
true of rural, semi-rural / semi-urban areas. This is a particularly significant situation, given the
growing importance of agriculture, mining and tourism (all potentially conflicting land uses) to the
district’s economy. Furthermore, the District’'s developing economic nodes appear to be attracting an
increasing number of people, thereby creating higher population concentrations in certain parts of
the district. This is especially true of the Jane Furse — Phokwane development node in
Makhuduthamaga, and the Bothashoek-Praktiseer and Atok Area (Fetakgomo Tubatse).

Human Settlements

Integrated Sustainable human settlement in Sekhukhune District is vital to bridge the imbalances
between rural and urban settlements. The fast growing of the mining sector within the district,
particularly in Fetakgomo Tubatse, requires that integrated human settlements be established to
address the housing demand. Currently there are processes for integrated human settlements by
both CoGHSTA and Municipalities within the district, for example, in Apel, Burgersfort and Jane
Furse. In Elias Motsoaledi, the Township Establishment is currently being undertaken in Groblersdal
and Roosenekaal. However, the Municipality is unable to complete these processes due to financial
constraints. Provision of infrastructure and bulk services is core to the success of all the proposed
developments within these Municipalities. The inability to conclude the township establishment
processes in these Municipalities is due to financial constraints and lack of basic infrastructure
services. The delays in concluding these township establishments have led to land invasions and
poor investment attractions.

In Elias Motsoaledi, there are 3 land tenure upgrading projects that were abandoned by the then
Mpumalanga Land Affairs Dept. All these projects were abandoned at general plan levels. The areas
were to be upgraded into 1 350, 1 500 and 1 450 units. To date all relevant information regarding
these projects have been referred to CoGHSTA for finalisation. Within the same Municipality,
Masakaneng and Stadium View (Hlogotlou) informal settlements were subjected to the formalisation
process through the assistance of Coghsta. These projects were not concluded due to financial
setbacks, which led to the development of further informal settlements of Congo, Rangers, Morula
View and Ditakaneng. All these informal settlements led to illegal water connections to the Municipal
grid. The entire situation has resulted in the severe burden to the existing sewer plant and water
pressure to the formal part of the township.

Challenges for Human Settlements

Increased number of informal settlements.

Inadequate land for development

Land claims processes take long

Security of tenure

Dispersed rural settlements making bulk infrastructure provision expensive
Sprawled development

Incomplete RDP houses

FFEFEEEE

Interventions for Human Settlements

+ Formalization of settlements
+ Township establishment
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Land acquisition

Development of precinct plans

Upgrading of land tenure

Human settlement Master Plan

Demarcation of sites

Enforcement of SPLUM by law

Development and implementation of wall-to-wall land use scheme.
Implementation of SDFs

Development and implementation Water Master Plan

Awareness to traditional authorities on land use management

FEEEREEERE -

2.3.6. Land Claims

Figure 10 depicts the land areas within the SDM which are subject to land reform/ restitution claims
as contained in the Limpopo SDF (2016). A total of 622 565 ha of land is subject to land claims. This
represents about 46% of the total area of the SDM. About 56% of the Fetakgomo Tubatse area is
subject to claims (317 538 ha), followed by Makhuduthamaga (165 666 ha or 78%); 8428 ha (23%)
of Elias Motsoaledi and 55 081 ha (27%) of Ephraim Mogale. Notably, there is a strong correlation
between the land claimed and the land under traditional authority. The exception in this regard is the
far-eastern extents of Elias Motsoaledi Municipality where there is a large cluster of claims between
routes R579 and R555 on land which does not fall under traditional authority.

Figure 10: Land Claims
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2.3.7. Environmental Features

As illustrated on Figure 11 the general topography of Sekhukhune District is that of strongly
undulating plains which link into the Springbok Flats of the Waterberg District towards the west. The
Klein Drakensberg Mountain range covers the entire north-eastern and eastern extents of the
Municipality. This mountain range is a very strong structuring element in the Sekhukhune District as
it limits east-west movement in the central and northern parts of the district — especially between
areas like Burgersfort, Jane Furse, Groblersdal, and Marble Hall. The Olifants, Moses and Elands
Rivers enter the district from the southwest from where these converge and run in a north-north-
eastern direction along the District Municipality border as the Olifants River.

The Tubatse (Steelpoort) and Ngwaritsi (Spekboom) Rivers traverse the eastern and central extents
of the district before linking into the Olifants River further to the north. Prominent dams fed by these
rivers include the Rooikraal, Piet Gouws and Flag Boshielo in the Olifants System, and the new De
Hoop Dam in the Tubatse River. These rivers also constitute the lifeline of the Loskop and Ohrigstad
Irrigation Schemes. The district is characterised by the hot and fairly dry (semi-arid) climate of the
Olifants River Valley. The average temperature shows moderate fluctuation, with average summer
temperatures of 23°C, and an average winter temperature of 13.5°C. The southern and south-eastern
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extents of the district receive the most rain (approximately 600-800mm annually). These areas also
represent the bulk of commercial agricultural areas of the district. In terms of annual rainfall, the
northern and central-northern extents of the area are not well suited to intensive commercial
agriculture. There is considerable variability in terms of rainfall intensity, duration, and frequency.
This exacerbates the water shortage problem, which is a key developmental constraint in the district.
Furthermore, increasingly sparse rainfall, coupled with a high evaporation rate, is currently limiting
subsistence farming in the district — a situation that has contributed to food insecurity.

Figure 11: Topography and Hydrology
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Sekhukhune’s vegetation is mostly tropical bush and savannah. More specifically, the dominant
vegetation type (which has also been classified as sensitive) is Sourish Mixed Bushveld which
contains the false grassveld types. As shown on Figure 18 a number of nature reserves, conservation
areas and private nature reserves are found throughout the district. These include the Schuinsdraai
Nature Reserve at Flag Boshielo Dam, the Potlake Nature Reserve to the north, the Kwaggavoetpad
Nature Reserve centrally located in Elias Motsoaledi, the Moutse and Loskop Dam Nature Reserves
to the south, and Blyderivierspoort Nature Reserve at the north-eastern end of the district. There are
also several small clusters of Private Nature Reserves along the Olifants River in the eastern parts
of Ephraim Mogale, a cluster in the south-western extents of Elias Motsoaledi (forming part of a larger
cluster located in the Nkangala District (Loskop Dam to Rust de Winter), around the new De Hoop
Dam along the Steelpoort/ Tubatse River in the east and another cluster around Burgersfort/ Tubatse.

Figure 12 depicts the extent of Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA’s) located in the SDM. It shows that
almost the entire eastern escarpment is classified as CBA1 as well as the areas around the
Schuinsdraai, Kwaggavoetpad and Loskop Dam Nature Reserves in the southern parts of the district.
The northern and north-eastern extents of the district (in the vicinity of the R37 and Steelpoort), are
characterised by a relatively high occurrence of Red Data plant species and Key Vegetation
Communities. Problematically, these are the same areas that feature a high occurrence of human
settlements and mining activity. It is also important to note the CBA2 corridors which link the CBA1
areas to one another which are aimed at facilitating migration of fauna and flora along the Critical
Biodiversity Network.
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Flgure 12: Crltlcal BlodlverS|ty Areas

SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT
MUMICIPALITY

Critical Biodiversity
Areas

Legend

MR Critical Biodiversity Area 1
B Cricical Biodiversiny Area

Figure 13: Platinum Belt
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The Sekhukhune District holds one of the largest reserves of Platinum Group Metals (PGMs) in the
world. The renowned Bushveld Complex which features the eastern limb of the Merensky Reef is
found towards the north and north-eastern parts of the district. (The western limb is found in the area
between Rustenburg and Northam in Northwest Province) (See Figure 13). Furthermore, the
Springbok Flats coal fields are found along the western boundary of the SDM. Figure 18 indicates
that the majority part of land (soil) located along the eastern escarpment of the district is deemed to
be highly sensitive. Although the District features a substantial availability of land comprising of good
arable soils (see Figure 12), the hot and dry climate limits the extent of agricultural production within
the district to areas adjoining the Olifants, Elands, Ngwaritsi, and Tubatse Rivers. Consequently, land
adjoining these rivers should be reserved for agricultural purposes.

2.3.8. Spatial Structure and Settlement pattern

The spatial structure and settlement pattern of the SDM is a complex one and is essentially the result
of the spatial policies promoted by the former apartheid dispensation. As a result, the space economy
of SDM is characterised by a geographical split between former homeland areas (Lebowa and
KwaNdebele), and areas which fell outside of the former homelands. Furthermore, the potential
burgeoning of mining, agricultural, and tourism activities within the district presents spatial challenges
of its own, amidst the inherited spatial challenges. Figure 21 depicts the settlement spatial structure
and movement network of the Sekhukhune District. Evident from this is the fact that the majority of
the population reside in the central and north-western parts of the district due to the topographical
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constraints (eastern escarpment) located along the eastern border of the district, and the commercial
agriculture characterising the southern parts of the district.

There are approximately 811 sparsely populated and dispersed settlements, accommodating
approximately 95% of the district’s total population. The majority of these “dispersed settlements” are
found within the central (Ephraim Mogale and Makhuduthamaga), northern and North-Eastern
extents (Fetakgomo Tubatse) of the district. Only 5% of the district’s population reside within urban
areas, with the main urban centres being Groblersdal, Marble Hall, Burgersfort, Jane Furse,
Ohrigstad, and Steelpoort. Apart from having been influenced by the spatial demarcation of the
former homeland areas, the spatial occurrence of settlements has been influenced by: The spatial
location of major agricultural and mining activity areas. The spatial location of major rivers traversing
the district; and the spatial location of major roads such as the R37 and R579.

Road and Rail Transport

Economic Activity is predominantly concentrated in two functional areas: The south-western
economic activity area which is primarily centred on intensive commercial agricultural and the north-
eastern economic activity area which is primarily centred on platinum mining activities associated
with the Merensky Reef along the Dilokong Corridor (R37). With less than ten percent of the total
capacity of the Reef having been unlocked to date, the platinum economy is still within its infant stage.
Tourism activities forming part of both economic activity areas are primarily related to nature tourism,
game farming and hunting

Regional accessibility is predominantly facilitated via three roads traversing the district in a Northwest
— Southeast alignment (N11, R579 and R37). Route R555 traverses the district from south to north
along the eastern border of the district. Together these roads constitute the main freight and logistics
corridors connecting the district's economic activity areas to prominent provincial nodes and
economic activity areas e.g., Mookgopong, Mokopane, Polokwane, Lydenburg and Middelburg.

The presence of the Klein Drakensberg and Strydpoortberge hinders connectivity to the north into
Maruleng and parts of Lepelle-Nkumpi. More specifically, the N11 Freeway connects the towns of
Marble Hall and Groblersdal with Mookgopong and the N1 Freeway towards the north-west. From
here it leads to Mokopane and eventually links to Botswana via the Groblersbrug border post. To the
south, the N11 connects Marble Hall and Groblersdal with Middelburg, which is situated along the
N4 Maputo Corridor. The R579 traverses the central extents of the district and serves to connect
Jane Furse and Monsterlus with Lebowakgomo towards the north, and Sehlakwane and Stoffberg
towards the south.

The R37 traverses the northern extents of the district and serves to connect Burgersfort with
Lebowakgomo towards the north-west and Lydenburg towards the south-east. The R555 traverses
the eastern extents of the district and serves to connect Steelpoort and Burgersfort with Stoffberg
towards the south-east. Routes R37 and R555 form the Dilokong Platinum Corridor. Route R36
serves to connect the Burgersfort/ Steelpoort area with Ohrigstad, and down to Lydenburg to the
South and to Hoedspruit in Maruleng to the north. Although most of the urban centres and smaller
towns are located along these roads, a vast number of settlements within the western, central, and
eastern extents of the district are only accessible via secondary gravel roads (see Figure 13).

The general condition of roads within the SDM is poor. Severe damage such as potholes, cracks,
and rutting can be observed along most roads. Road damage is particularly prevalent along the
following sections of road:

- The R33 between Groblersdal and Stoffberg;

- The R555 between Stoffberg and Roossenekal;
- The R579 between Nebo and Stoffberg; and

- The R25 between Dennilton and Groblersdal.

To ensure continued economic growth the district has prioritised the stretches of road forming part of
the proposed Dilokong and Phalaborwa Corridors which fall within the boundaries of the district.
These include:
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- The Dilokong Corridor

- Polokwane to Burgersfort (P33/1 and P33/2), via Mafefe.

- Flag Boshielo Dam through Lebowakgomo and Mafefe, linking the
- District with the Phalaborwa and Kruger National Park areas.

- Chueniespoort via Boyne to Mankweng.

- The Phalaborwa Corridor

- Ohrigstad via the JG Strijdom Tunnel (R36).

- Burgersfort to Oaks (P181/1).

Other roads important to the economic well-being of the district include the N11 and R579. Apart
from its road network, the SDM is served by three railway lines which were originally developed to
support the mining activity within the district.

The three railway lines include:

- The railway line entering the SDM from the south, next to Stoffberg, from where it continues
northwards for approximately 30km, eventually ending at an abandoned mine near Mapochs
Mine.

- The railway line entering the SDM from the west, near Nutfield, from where it continues
eastwards to Marble Hall.

- The railway line entering the SDM from the east, passing near Ohrigstad and Burgersfort, and
terminating near Steelpoort (near the Tubatse mine).

Unfortunately, these railway lines have not yet been extended or re-routed to serve later/ new mining
operations (such as those along the Merensky Reef and Chrome layers). Consequently,
shortcomings in the railway network are resulting in extreme pressure being placed on the road
network. Favourably, a new commuter rail link between Pretoria and the south-west of the SDM
(along the Moloto Road) is being considered. This rail link will improve accessibility to Gauteng, which
represent an employment area for many residing within the south-western extents of the district. In
addition to the road and railway network of the district, two registered airfields are also found within
the district. The airfields are located in Marble Hall and Groblersdal respectively, and primarily support
crop spraying activities.

Figure 14: Spatial structure and Settlement Patterns
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Public Transport

With low levels of car ownership and no commuter rail services, commuters depend heavily on road-
based public transport services. According to the Limpopo Integrated Transport Plan (ITP), the most
common forms of public passenger transport are buses and taxis. Unfortunately, transport routes in
the district are often limited by deteriorating road conditions, as well as local stormwater problems
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caused by rainy seasons. Public transport services (Long Distance Taxi) are being provided along
the following important public transport corridors as depicted on Figure 15:

- R579 in the central parts of Makhuduthamaga towards Jane Furse;
- R573 (Moloto Road) past Siyabuswa,;

- R25 between Dennilton and Groblersdal;

- N11 between Middelburg and Groblersdal;

- R579 from Stoffberg to Jane Furse;

- R555 from Stoffberg to Burgersfort;

- R37 from Burgersfort to Lydenburg;

- R36 from N4 (Belfast to Lydenburg and up to Ohrigstad).

The Priority Bus Network links the following areas to one another: Dennilton, Siyabuswa, Marble Hall,
Groblersdal, Moletema, Tafelkop, Monsterlus, Phokwane and Jane Furse. Priority locations for inter-
modal public transport facilities are at the following strategic nodal points:

- Burgersfort;

- Marble Hall;

- Groblersdal;

- Ohrigstad;

- Driekop;

- River Cross; and
- Steelpoort

Figure 15: Public Transport
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Spatial distribution of economic activities

The section below briefly discusses several existing business and industrial establishments within
the SDM. Several business activities are entrenched in the following areas in the district:

- Groblersdal Town comprises a range of retail, hardware /commercial and several industrial
activities, and as a result, it is the main business node of Elias Motsoaledi LM;

- Marble Hall Town holds a prominent L-shaped business node in Ephraim Mogale municipality,
Industrial activities are clustered to the south.

- The neighbourhood node of Moteti/Dennilton Business Area comprises of mainly a shopping
centre and few surrounding local businesses,
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- The neighbourhood business area in Phokwane/Phatametsane in Makhuduthamaga LM
which largely serves the surrounding settlements/villages.

- The Jane Furse business area which holds the bulk to economic activity within the
Makhuduthamaga LM.

- Burgersfort Town contains the largest cluster of business establishments within Fetakgomo-
Tubatse LM. It is shaped by a substantial number and size of shopping centres. Business
varies from retail, hardware/ commercial and industrial activity. The town is the fastest growing
CBD’s in the district due to the influence of mining activity.

- Mining activity in the Steelpoort area located south of Burgersfort town.

- Another mining activity (Bokoni Platinum Mine) located near the settlement areas of Atok /
Sefateng.

Spatial distribution of Mining activities

Mining activity has been practised in Sekhukhune for well over a century and typically involved (as is
still the case today) the extraction of andalusite, asbestos, chromite, and platinum deposits from the
Merensky Reef, which forms part of the mineral rich Bushveld Complex.

The district features the world’s largest deposit of the platinum group metals (PGMs). What is striking
about previous bouts of mining activity in the area is how changing commodity prices affected the
opening, closing and, occasionally, reopening of mines. When prices rose, new exploration and
development took place in the Sekhukhune mining sector. Conversely, when prices fell, mines in the
area closed. This is an important characteristic to take into consideration when providing
infrastructure and housing to support expanding mining operations. Currently, 17 operational mines
are found within the district, with most of the activity situated along the Dilokong Corridor (R37 and
R555). The Dilokong corridor stretches across the Fetakgomo Tubatse LM respectively (see Figure
16). Some isolated activities are found within then Greater Marble Hall LM. Major mining companies
operating in the SDM include Anglo Platinum, Xstrata, BHP Billiton, Implats, ASA Metals and Marula
Platinum. Despite the involvement of major mining companies, mining in the district has not yet
reached production limits.

New mining activities within the Ephraim Mogale and Elias Motsoaledi LMs could potentially create
land use conflicts between mining and agricultural activities. Furthermore, new mining activities may
result in increasing pressure being placed on environmentally sensitive areas found within the north-
eastern and south-eastern extents of the district.

Figure 16: Spatial Distribution of Economic Activities
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Spatial distribution of Agricultural activities

Agriculture in the SDM is a mixture of both commercial and subsistence farming. Agriculture is the
second largest source of employment, accounting for over 16% of all jobs held by nodal residents. A
variety of products are produced in the area, including citrus fruit, table grapes, vegetables, maize,
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wheat, potatoes (both Irish and sweet), cotton and livestock. Furthermore, it has substantial
availability of arable land, but the hot and dry climate limits the extent of agricultural production in the
area. The scarcity of water in the area makes costly irrigation infrastructure a necessity for high
quality, high output farming. However, a variety of products are produced in the district, including
citrus fruit, table grapes, vegetables, maize, potatoes (both Irish and sweet) wheat, cotton, sorghum,
millets, and livestock. It is estimated that about 70% of farmers in Sekhukhune are subsistence
farmers, with many of them lacking the skills required to reach their potential.

The main challenge as indicated above is for the district to raise the potential of emerging farmers in
line with that of the established commercial farmers. This will require support for training and access
to inputs and markets, as well as addressing water shortages. Unfortunately, coupled with the above-
mentioned constraints, the sector is further depressed by global economic recession, environmental
constraints, and lack of access to sustainable market both local and internationally. These challenges
call for farmers to be better organised and resourced with capital, technology, new skills, and creative
leadership for them to succeed. They need to produce high value commodities which provide the
greatest opportune for increasing household income. Further, they need integrated institutional
support to facilitate their capacity building and participation in the competitive markets. And finally,
they need to have good business acumen and astute to capitalize on opportunities presented in the
local and global markets because most of FBO still operating at as non-legal business entities with
cooperative still at the primary stage.

The future success of agricultural industry in this district will depend on a clear vision and specific
plans to realize that vision. Essentially, commercial agriculture in the SDM is concentrated in two
main areas: The south-western part of the district (near Groblersdal and Marble Hall), which is served
by the Loskop Irrigation Scheme; and the Eastern section of the district (near Burgersfort and
Ohrigstad), which is served by the Ohrigstad Irrigation Scheme).

The Loskop Scheme

The towns of Groblersdal and Marble Hall are found within the Loskop Valley. The commercial
agricultural schemes in this valley are serviced by the Loskop Dam. In addition to the Loskop scheme,
there are 5 smaller schemes within the Loskop agricultural area, namely: The Moosrivier Scheme;
The Hereford Scheme; The Olifants River Scheme; The Elands River Scheme; and The Selons River
Scheme. Collectively, these contribute significantly to commercial agriculture in the area.

The Ohrigstad scheme

The Ohrigstad Scheme is supplied with irrigation water from the Ohrigstad Dam along the Ohrigstad
River. The total area currently being irrigated is estimated at roughly 4,500 hectares.

Alternatively described, the agricultural activities within the SDM tend to be concentrated along the
following routes: The entire length of the N11 throughout the District; The R573 from Marble Hall to
the District boundary; the R25 between Dennilton and Groblersdal; The minor road linking the R573
and R25 between Groblersdal and Marble Hall; The R36 as far north as Branddraai; and the southern
section of the R37 as far north as Burgersfort.

Three potential tourism routes have been identified for Sekhukhune:
The Mafulo a Matala Route

Mafulo a Matala, literally translated into “animals grazing on green land”, is a route that will take
tourists to all the natural beauty and wildlife of Sekhukhune Land. This route is for persons drawn to
the African wilderness. The route combines the scenic beauty and wildlife of the area with adventure
activities and attractions along the route. The Flag Boshielo dam together with the Schuinsdraai
Nature Reserve is one of the most significant attractions on the Mafulo a Matala route. Schuinsdraai
Nature Reserve is a popular water-recreation destination for families, where anglers can relax at the
shores of the Flag Boshielo Dam.

The Marota Route
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The Sekhukhune District is named after King Sekhukhune who was the King of the Marota tribe
(today commonly known as the Bapedi) in Sekhukhune Land during the 18th century. Sekhukhune
Land has a rich cultural heritage that offers a gateway to authentic Africa. Every corner of
Sekhukhune has an amazing tale to tell of this land of myths and legends, a true treasure indeed with
world renowned Heritage sites like Tjate, Lenao la Modimo, Ledingwe Cultural Village and many
more. The Marota Route affords the tourists the opportunity to experience the cultural heritage of the
fascinating Sekhukhune area, reflecting the diverse cultures of the present day inhabitants of the
area, intrepid adventures from a colourful past and ancient civilisation of which only archaeological
evidence remains.

The Platinum Stream Route

The Platinum Stream is a tourist route designed to unite Sekhukhune’s natural beauty and rich
heritage with the mining activities in the area for those mining and history enthusiasts. The Platinum
Stream flows along the R555 and the R37, giving tourists the opportunity to visit some of
Sekhukhune’s significant mines.

Strategic Development Areas

An analysis of the district’s socio-economic profile reveals that consolidation of the district’s dispersed
settlement structure will be required, if the general living standards of its population are to be
improved, and environmental degradation reduced. Essentially, consolidation of the urban structure
will help to:

- Create higher densities, thereby stimulating purchasing power and economic development,
which eventually leads to higher levels of asset ownership and living standards.

- Create the critical densities needed for the sustainable provision of communication and
services infrastructure. As is, the dispersed settlement structure prevents the majority of
Sekhukhune households from taking advantage of ever-expanding internet and e-
telecommunication.

- Facilities, especially for business and educational purposes. Facilitate targeted infrastructure
spending, thereby avoiding unnecessary and costly duplication of infrastructure such as
telecommunication towers and radio and television masts.

The establishment of the system of urban and rural nodes holds the following advantages:

e Contributes towards urban-rural restructuring and environmental protection by means of
promoting nodal development. Nodal development is conducive to targeted infrastructure
spending, local economic development, and corridor development.

¢ Helps to direct infrastructure development and service delivery to most cost efficient and
sustainable areas;

o Reduces the levels of inequality in living standards and access to basic services between
rural and urban areas — ensures that all communities (even in rural areas) have access to at
least the minimum levels of services as enshrined in the Constitution;

¢ Provides government with a platform from which to develop sustainable energy centres, tele-
centres, and information technology infrastructure within rural areas;

¢ Provides a platform for entrepreneurship and small business development (LED) by creating
the required “critical mass” at these points;

¢ Informs investment decisions pertaining to prioritising upgrading of road infrastructure which
connect nodes to one another, provision of multi-modal transport facilities, and determining
optimal public transport routes;

e Multi-functional (one stop) nodal development reduces travelling costs between place of
residence and social facilities and economic opportunities for the rural poor.

The function of a node is to provide local residents, as well as those from surrounding rural areas,
with goods and services in an efficient manner — preferably as a ‘one stop’ point. Such an approach
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will — in time — strengthen agglomeration economies, support effective public transport, and create a
network of strong nodes that discourage unsustainable low density sprawl.

Table 18 below lists the priority nodal points identified from the Spatial Development Frameworks of
local municipalities in Sekhukhune District Municipality as well as the Limpopo SDF. There are two
Provincial Growth Points (Burgersfort/Tubatse and Groblersdal); three District Growth Points and
eight Municipal Growth Points. A total of 21 Rural Nodal/ Service Points has also been identified

bringing the total number of nodes in the SDM to 34.

Table 18: SDM Growth Points

Nodal Hierarchy Local Municipalities
Fetakgomo- Ephraim Makhuduthamaga | Elias
Tubatse Mogale Motsoaledi
Provincial Growth Burgersfort Groblersdal
Point
District Growth Point | Steelpoort Marble Hall Jane Furse
(Institutional)
Municipal Growth Ohrigstad Apel Cross Roosenekal
Point Driekop Glen Cowie
Mecklenburg
Atok
Apel
Rural Nodes Praktiseer Elandskraal Elandsdoring/
Kgautswane Letebejane Dennilton
Mampuru and | Regaphela/ Motetema
Extension Ga-Rakwadi Hlogotlou
Malokela A Moganyaka Sehlakwane
and B /Leeuwfontein
Mphanama Zamekomst/
Rathoke
Letebejane/
Ditholong

The proposed Sekhukhune nodal system should form the basis for national, provincial, and municipal
infrastructure investment prioritisation (budgets, programming etc.). This includes the provision of
engineering infrastructure, social/ community infrastructure, and economic infrastructure. Its strategic
intent is to maximise the benefits to be derived from spending the limited public budget, while creating
a just and efficient spatial structure from which both urban and rural communities in the SDM will
benefit.

Most of these nodal points lie along main routes where they are easily accessible. An established
system of nodes will not only make service delivery more efficient but also make the area more legible
and help to direct private sector investment throughout the SDM. Notably, with Jane Furse’s new
status as the institutional headquarters of the SDM, all district government functions should be
consolidated within Jane Furse Node.

It is furthermore recommended that a legally binding Precinct Plan/ Local Plan be compiled for each
of the nodal points in the Sekhukhune District in line with the provisions of Section 21(l) (i) of the
Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA). In cases where nodes fall within the
area of jurisdiction of Traditional Leaders, such plans should be compiled in consultation with the
Traditional Leaders.

These Precinct/Local Plans should comprise detailed land use proposals at erf level to guide the
future development of the area — and specifically the areas where future public investment in the form
of community facilities, housing and engineering infrastructure should be consolidated. Each Precinct
Plan should also comprise an Implementation Programme highlighting the sequence/priority of
actions/ investments to be initiated in the area. Precinct Plans should also demarcate the areas where
Government should acquire the land for future public investment (e.g., community facilities) in order
to prevent these areas from being occupied/ allocated to people.
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Figure 17 shows the spatial distribution of these nodes in the district and also how communities
within a 10-kilometre radius around the respective nodes will be served. Approximately 80% of the
district population reside within 10 kilometres from an activity node/ growth point.

Figure 17 — Growth points in the Sekhukhune District Source: Procurement Dynamics (undated)
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2.3.9. Land Use

Land use within the Sekhukhune District is dominated by subsistence farming. This is especially true
in the Fetakgomo Tubatse, Makhuduthamaga, and Ephraim Mogale municipal areas.

The second significant land use is the potential conservation areas, especially within the Elias
Motsoaledi and Ephraim Mogale municipal areas. These potential conservation areas may eventually
encompass roughly one third of Elias Motsoaledi and Ephraim Mogale. The different land use
patterns in the Sekhukhune District are captured in the table below:

Table 19: Land use patterns in Sekhukhune

Land use types Area in sq km % of total
Agricultural: Commercial 1,135 7.7
Agricultural: Subsistence 2,683 18,1
Potential conservation 3,484 23,5
Active conservation 463 3,1

Active mining 37 0,2

Other 7,030 474
Total 14,832 100

Source: Department of Land Affairs (2006). Land Cover Map. Cited in M Maila (2006), op cit

It is also becoming apparent that land is growing increasingly scarce in the district, within the urban,
rural and semi-rural areas equally. District Municipality and Local Municipalities have recognized this
as a challenge and have prioritized the issue. This is particularly significant given the growing
importance of agriculture, mining, and tourism — all potentially conflicting land uses — to the
Sekhukhune economy.

Land Use Management

An even more complex issue within the district, however, is that of land use management. The land
issue is a potentially difficult one in Sekhukhune, with the district being governed by a dual system.
Under the traditional system, land allocation (and, therefore, land use) is the prerogative of tribal
council — and this system dominates in much of the district’'s formal towns and, to some extent, the
adjacent townships.

The traditional system is rendered more complex by the fact that each of the approximately 84
traditional authorities in the area has its own unique land use management system. In general,
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however, each traditional authority allocates land to a subject for either residential use or subsistence
farming. In addition, subjects would also have unlimited access to communal grazing system,
however, is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain, given the growing demand for land (for s
range of purposes). Furthermore, the traditional land use management system is unwritten and
therefore often subject to interpretation.

In recent years, the boundaries between different traditional authority areas have become
increasingly blurred. This has led, in part, to the lodging of competing land claims in many parts of
the district’. It has also led to the growth of informal settlement activities within some traditional
authority areas. This is especially prevalent around district growth points like Burgersfort, Atok and
Jane Furse and is undoubtedly a reflection of economic migration towards potential centres of
economic activity.

In summary, the land issue is potentially a source of tension in the Sekhukhune area. There is a
latent tension between the traditional (tribal council) and modern (legalized) land use management
systems. There is also several competing land claims in the area, which have not been resolved by
the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) as yet. Finally, as the Sekhukhune
economy boom, there is likely to be competing land demands by the different economic sectors. If
the district population grows in response to this foreseen economic boom, domestic demand for
(commercial and residential) land will become a competitor in this arena as well.

2.3.10. Challenges

Land ownership patterns are one of the biggest development challenges facing Sekhukhune. Without
a resolution of this issue, most socio-economic activities in the district will continue to be thwarted.

The Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Act 41 of 2003 are in operation and have
been implemented in Limpopo Province. The Act has enabled the MEC for CoGHSTA to appoint
representatives of the Traditional Leaders in the jurisdiction of the SDM to participate in the SDM
Council as provided for in the Systems Act.

Land administration remains a bone of contention between the traditional and the municipal
administrations. Land administration needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency for effective
development of rural communities. All Local Municipalities remain with a challenge of land allocation
for either residential or development priorities because traditional leadership are also having the
responsibilities of allocating sites to residents. Traditional leaders allocate sites without engaging the
Municipalities to ascertain issues relating to township establishment and land development
requirements. Fetakgomo Local Municipality is the case in point that needs to be addressed to effect
development. The District, Local municipalities and traditional leadership should devise a system of
engagement and cooperation to address some of these challenges.

More specifically, the key land use challenges are:

- Uncertainty about the status of land ownership especially with reference to state and tribal
land prohibits future development and investments.

- Unresolved and competing land claims in the area threaten to destabilize future development.

- Increasing number of Informal settlements and housing backlog as mining and agriculture
activities intensify

- Competing land uses (i.e. mining and agriculture, Commercial, etc.) may cause spatial, social,
environmental and economic constraints in future.

- Lack of environmental management

- Communal land use management

- Sprawled development

- Some nodal points like Jane Furse have not yet been planned and proclaimed thereby limiting
the growth potential of the node.

- Water scarcity is a huge development challenge and represents a constraint to both economic
and social activity within the district. Water requirements for development (especially
agriculture, mining and rural areas) are placing severe stress on the available water supply.
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24. LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic growth is one of the main indicators of a progressing and developing district. The main
sectors of Sekhukhune District that contribute to the growth of the economy in the district are
Agriculture, Mining and Community Services. Mining is the biggest contributor in the economy of the
district.

The attainment of the vision set out in this IDP will ultimately be determined by the state of the
Sekhukhune economy. This section turns its lens on the principal characteristics of the Sekhukhune
economy more specifically. It identifies the municipal economy’s main features and describes its
dominant sectors. It is therefore an important profile that plays a substantial role in defining the
development strategies, projects and overarching socio-economic plans of the Sekhukhune
Municipality.

The Sekhukhune economy is a curious mixture of overwhelmingly negative features (such as the
highest unemployment rate in Limpopo) and positive opportunities (like the enormous mining
potential within the area). Plotting an economic development path therefore requires a careful
assessment of the current economic reality in the district. Integrating sustainable development into
the current municipal plans to ensure the triple bottom line (people, planet, profit) is accomplished.

2.41. Unemployment

The table below depicts unemployment trends in Sekhukhune District from 2012 to 2022 and also in
comparison to Limpopo Province and the National total.

Table 20: Unemployment (official definition) - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-
2022 [Number percentage]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Sekhukhune as | Sekhukhune as
Total % of Province % of National
2012 65,100 261,000 4,700,000 25.0% 1.38%
2013 64,300 253,000 4,850,000 25.4% 1.32%
2014 66,300 257,000 5,060,000 25.7% 1.31%
2015 73,800 284,000 5,300,000 26.0% 1.39%
2016 86,100 321,000 5,670,000 26.8% 1.52%
2017 92,200 339,000 5,990,000 27.2% 1.54%
2018 94,200 340,000 6,100,000 27.7% 1.55%
2019 105,000 373,000 6,450,000 28.0% 1.62%
2020 123,000 433,000 6,710,000 28.5% 1.84%
2021 155,000 539,000 7,470,000 28.7% 2.07%
2022 176,000 613,000 7,810,000 28.6% 2.25%
Average Annual growth
2012-2022 | 10.44% | 8.93% | 5.21% | |

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2022, there were a total number of 176 000 people unemployed in Sekhukhune, which is an
increase of 110 000 from 65 100 in 2012. The total number of unemployed people within Sekhukhune
constitutes 28.63% of the total number of unemployed people in Limpopo Province. The Sekhukhune
District Municipality experienced an average annual increase of 10.44% in the number of unemployed
people, which is worse than that of the Limpopo Province which had an average annual increase in
unemployment of 8.93%.

Table 21: Unemployment rate (official definition) - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2022
[Percentage]

SEKHUKHUNE LIMPOPO NATIONAL TOTAL
2012 30.8% 20.8% 25.1%
2013 29.4% 19.3% 25.2%
2014 28.4% 18.2% 25.2%
2015 29.2% 18.6% 25.5%
2016 31.9% 19.7% 26.4%
2017 32.8% 20.0% 27.2%
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SEKHUKHUNE LIMPOPO NATIONAL TOTAL
2018 33.3% 19.7% 27.4%
2019 36.2% 21.3% 28.4%
2020 42.9% 25.3% 30.3%
2021 51.2% 30.8% 33.6%
2022 53.2% 32.6% 33.8%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2022, the unemployment rate in Sekhukhune District Municipality (based on the official definition
of unemployment) was 53.21%, which is an increase of 22.4 percentage points. The unemployment
rate in Sekhukhune District Municipality is higher than that of Limpopo. The unemployment rate for
South Africa was 33.77% in 2022, which is a increase of -8.63 percentage points from 25.15% in
2012.

Figure 18: Unemployment and unemployment rate (official definition) - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2012-2022 [number percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

When comparing unemployment rates among regions within Sekhukhune District Municipality,
Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality has indicated the highest unemployment rate of 64.9%, which
has increased from 42.0% in 2012. It can be seen that the Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality had
the lowest unemployment rate of 33.6% in 2022, which increased from 22.0% in 2012.

Figure 19: Unemployment rate - local municipalities and the rest of Sekhukhune District Municipality,
2012, 2017 and 2022 [percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.
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Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP), an important indicator of economic performance, is used to
compare economies and economic states. Gross Domestic Product by Region (GDP-R) represents
the value of all goods and services produced within a region, over a period of one year, plus taxes
and minus subsidies.

Table 22: Gross domestic product (GDP) - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2022 [R
billions, Current prices]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Sekhukhune as | Sekhukhune as
Total % of province % of national
2012 29.2 260.2 3,566.4 11.2% 0.82%
2013 31.3 281.7 3,868.6 11.1% 0.81%
2014 32.8 299.0 4,133.9 11.0% 0.79%
2015 344 319.8 4,420.8 10.8% 0.78%
2016 37.4 351.9 4,759.6 10.6% 0.79%
2017 39.3 371.3 5,078.2 10.6% 0.77%
2018 41.5 396.2 5,363.2 10.5% 0.77%
2019 43.7 418.7 5,625.2 10.4% 0.78%
2020 443 425.3 5,568.0 10.4% 0.79%
2021 51.8 488.7 6,208.8 10.6% 0.83%
2022 53.9 511.4 6,628.6 10.5% 0.81%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

With a GDP of R 53.9 billion in 2022 (up from R 29.2 billion in 2012), the Sekhukhune District
Municipality contributed 10.54% to the Limpopo Province GDP of R 511 billion in 2022 increasing in
the share of the Limpopo from 11.23% in 2012. The Sekhukhune District Municipality contributes
0.81% to the GDP of South Africa which had a total GDP of R 6.63 trillion in 2022 (as measured in
nominal or current prices). It's contribution to the national economy stayed similar in importance from
2012 when it contributed 0.82% to South Africa, but it is lower than the peak of 0.83% in 2021.

Table 23: Gross domestic product (GDP) - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2022
[Annual percentage change, Constant 2010 prices]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Total

2012 1.6% 1.4% 2.4%
2013 2.0% 2.5% 2.5%
2014 0.3% 1.1% 1.4%
2015 2.5% 1.9% 1.3%
2016 -1.8% 0.1% 0.7%
2017 1.1% 1.4% 1.2%
2018 -0.5% 1.1% 1.6%
2019 -1.0% 0.1% 0.3%
2020 -10.2% -6.5% -6.0%
2021 4.7% 5.2% 4.7%
2022 -0.5% 1.0% 1.9%
Average Annual -0.42% 0.75% 0.92%
growth 2012-2022

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2022, the Sekhukhune District Municipality achieved an annual growth rate of -0.51% which is a
significantly lower GDP growth than the Limpopo Province's 0.97%, and is lower than that of South
Africa, where the 2022 GDP growth rate was 1.91%. Similar to the short-term growth rate of 2022,
the longer-term average growth rate for Sekhukhune (-0.42%) is also significantly lower than that of
South Africa (0.92%). The economic growth in Sekhukhune peaked in 2021 at 4.72%.
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Figure 20: Gross domestic product (GDP) - Sekhukhune District Municipality and the rest of Limpopo,
2022 [Percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

The Sekhukhune District Municipality had a total GDP of R 53.9 billion and in terms of total
contribution towards Limpopo Province the Sekhukhune District Municipality ranked lowest relative
to all the regional economies to total Limpopo Province GDP. This ranking in terms of size compared
to other regions of Sekhukhune remained the same since 2012. In terms of its share, it was in 2022
(10.5%) slightly smaller compared to what it was in 2012 (11.2%). For the period 2012 to 2022, the
average annual growth rate of -0.4% of Sekhukhune was the fourth relative to its peers in terms of
growth in constant 2010 prices.

Table 24: Gross domestic product (GDP) - local municipalities of Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2012 to 2022, share and growth

2022 Share of 2012 2022 Average

(Current district (Constant (Constant Annual

prices) municipality prices) prices) growth
Ephraim Mogale 6.11 11.34% 3.75 4.12 0.96%
Elias Motsoaledi 17.55 32.57% 10.27 11.66 1.27%
Makhuduthamaga 8.56 15.88% 5.32 5.14 -0.34%
Fetakgomo Tubatse | 21.67 40.21% 13.73 10.77 -2.40%
Sekhukhune 53.89 33.06 31.69

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

Elias Motsoaledi had the highest average annual economic growth, averaging 1.27% between 2012
and 2022, when compared to the rest of the regions within the Sekhukhune District Municipality. The
Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality had the second highest average annual growth rate of 0.96%.
Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality had the lowest average annual growth rate of -2.40% between
2012 and 2022.



75

Figure 21: GDP contribution - local municipalities of Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2022 [Current
prices, percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

The greatest contributor to the Sekhukhune District Municipality economy is the Fetakgomo Tubatse
Local Municipality with a share of 40.21% or R 21.7 billion, increasing from R 12.9 billion in 2012.
The economy with the lowest contribution is the Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality with R 6.11 billion
growing from R 3.1 billion in 2012.

Economic growth forecast

It is expected that Sekhukhune District Municipality will grow at an average annual rate of 2.43% from
2022 to 2027. The average annual growth rate of Limpopo Province and South Africa is expected to
grow at 1.61% and 1.68% respectively.

Figure 22: Gross domestic product (GDP) - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2027
[Average annual growth rate, constant 2010 prices]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423.Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2027, Sekhukhune's forecasted GDP will be an estimated R 35.7 billion (constant 2010 prices) or
10.1% of the total GDP of Limpopo Province. The ranking in terms of size of the Sekhukhune District
Municipality will remain the same between 2022 and 2027, with a contribution to the Limpopo
Province GDP of 10.1% in 2027 compared to the 9.7% in 2022. At a 2.43% average annual GDP
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growth rate between 2022 and 2027, Sekhukhune ranked the highest compared to the other regional
economies.

Table 25: Gross domestic product (GDP) - local municipalities of Sekhukhune District Municipality,
2022 to 2027, share and growth

Municipality 2027 Share of 2022 2027 Average
(Current district (Constant (Constant Annual
prices) municipality prices) prices) growth

Ephraim Mogale 8.58 10.88% 4.12 4.49 1.72%

Elias Motsoaledi 23.96 30.37% 11.66 12.81 1.91%

Makhuduthamaga 11.70 14.83% 5.14 5.54 1.49%

Fetakgomo Tubatse | 34.65 43.93% 10.77 12.89 3.67%

Sekhukhune 78.89 31.69 35.73

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

When looking at the regions within the Sekhukhune District Municipality it is expected that from 2022
to 2027 Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality will achieve the highest average annual growth rate
of 3.67%. The region that is expected to achieve the second highest average annual growth rate is
that of Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality, averaging 1.91% between 2022 and 2027. On the other
hand the region that performed the poorest relative to the other regions within Sekhukhune District
Municipality was the Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality with an average annual growth rate of
1.49%.

Gross value added by region (GVA-R)

The Sekhukhune District Municipality's economy is made up of various industries. The GVA-R
variable provides a sector breakdown, where each sector is measured in terms of its value added
produced in the local economy. Gross value added (GVA) is a measure of output (total production)
of a region in terms of the value that was created within that region. GVA can be broken down into
various production sectors.

The summary table below puts the Gross Value Added (GVA) of all the regions in perspective to
that of the Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Table 26: Gross value added (GVA) by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022 [R billions, current prices]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Sekhukhune Sekhukhune
Total as % of as % of
province national
Agriculture 1.2 15.2 187.6 7.8% 0.63%
Mining 20.8 117.3 483.3 17.8% 4.31%
Manufacturing 1.5 16.1 813.1 9.3% 0.18%
Electricity 0.7 11.3 192.8 6.0% 0.35%
Construction 0.5 8.9 146.6 5.8% 0.35%
Trade 4.7 59.0 807.5 7.9% 0.58%
Transport 1.3 21.2 451.4 6.3% 0.29%
Finance 8.1 64.5 1,386.9 12.5% 0.58%
Community 104 149.4 1,483.6 6.9% 0.70%
services
Total 49.2 462.7 5,952.7 10.6% 0.83%
Industries

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

In 2022, the mining sector is the largest within Sekhukhune District Municipality accounting for
R 20.8 billion or 42.4% of the total GVA in the district municipality's economy. The sector that
contributes the second most to the GVA of the Sekhukhune District Municipality is the community
services sector at 21.1%, followed by the finance sector with 16.4%. The sector that contributes the
least to the economy of Sekhukhune District Municipality is the construction sector with a contribution
of R 514 million or 1.05% of the total GVA.
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Figure 22: Gross value added (GVA) by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District Municipality,
2022 [percentage composition]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

The community sector, which includes the government services, is generally a large contributor
towards GVA in smaller and more rural local municipalities. When looking at the regions within the
district municipality, the Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality made the largest contribution to the
community services sector at 47.29% of the district municipality. As a whole, the Elias Motsoaledi
Local Municipality contributed R 15.6 billion or 31.79% to the GVA of the Sekhukhune District
Municipality. The region within Sekhukhune District Municipality that contributes the most to the GVA
of the district municipality was the Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality with a total of R 20.5 billion
or 41.74%.

Historical Economic Growth

For the period 2022 and 2012, the GVA in the agriculture sector had the highest average annual
growth rate in Sekhukhune at 5.46%. The industry with the second highest average annual growth
rate is the finance sector averaging at 2.91% per year. The electricity sector had an average annual
growth rate of -4.00%, while the construction sector had the lowest average annual growth of -4.71%.
Overall a negative growth existed for all the industries in 2022 with an annual growth rate of -0.22%
since 2021.

Table 27: Gross value added (GVA) by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2012, 2017 and 2022 [R billions, 2010 constant prices]

2012 2017 2022 Average Annual
growth
Agriculture 0.56 0.76 0.95 5.46%
Mining 9.21 10.02 8.64 -0.63%
Manufacturing 1.18 1.12 0.97 -1.95%
Electricity 0.51 0.42 0.34 -4.00%
Construction 0.57 0.54 0.35 -4.71%
Trade 3.88 3.70 2.92 -2.78%
Transport 1.14 1.20 1.10 -0.33%
Finance 4.76 5.35 6.34 2.91%
Community services 8.20 8.03 7.28 -1.19%
Total Industries 30.00 31.12 28.90 -0.37%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

The tertiary sector contributes the most to the Gross Value Added within the Sekhukhune District
Municipality at 49.7%. This is significantly lower than the national economy (69.4%). The primary
sector contributed a total of 44.8% (ranking second), while the secondary sector contributed the
least at 5.5%.
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Figure 23: Gross value added (GVA) by aggregate economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022 [percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global
The following is a breakdown of the Gross Value Added (GVA) by aggregated sector:
PRIMARY SECTOR

The primary sector consists of two broad economic sectors namely the mining and the agricultural
sector. The following chart represents the average growth rate in the GVA for both of these sectors
in Sekhukhune District Municipality from 2012 to 2022.

Figure 24: Gross value added (GVA) by primary sector - Sekhukhune, 2012-2022 [Annual percentage
change]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

Between 2012 and 2022, the agriculture sector experienced the highest positive growth in 2020 with
an average growth rate of 21.4%. The mining sector reached its highest point of growth of 15.8% in
2021. The agricultural sector experienced the lowest growth for the period during 2019 at -7.4%,
while the mining sector reaching its lowest point of growth in 2020 at -17.4%. Both the agriculture
and mining sectors are generally characterised by volatility in growth over the period.
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SECONDARY SECTOR

The secondary sector consists of three broad economic sectors namely the manufacturing, electricity
and the construction sector. The following chart represents the average growth rates in the GVA for
these sectors in Sekhukhune District Municipality from 2012 to 2022.

Figure 25: Gross value added (GVA) by secondary sector - Sekhukhune, 2012-2022 [Annual
percentage change]
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Between 2012 and 2022, the manufacturing sector experienced the highest positive growth in 2021
with a growth rate of 2.3%. The construction sector reached its highest growth in 2013 at 2.9%. The
manufacturing sector experienced its lowest growth in 2020 of -9.0%, while construction sector also
had the lowest growth rate in 2020 and it experiences a negative growth rate of -20.2% which is
higher growth rate than that of the manufacturing sector. The electricity sector experienced the
highest growth in 2022 at 2.2%, while it recorded the lowest growth of -9.3% in 2020.

TERTIARY SECTOR

The tertiary sector consists of four broad economic sectors namely the trade, transport, finance and
the community services sector. The following chart represents the average growth rates in the GVA
for these sectors in Sekhukhune District Municipality from 2012 to 2022.

Figure 26: Gross value added (GVA) by tertiary sector - Sekhukhune, 2012-2022 [Annual
percentage change]
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The trade sector experienced the highest positive growth in 2012 with a growth rate of 2.8%. The
transport sector reached its highest point of growth in 2022 at 7.0%. The finance sector experienced
the highest growth rate in 2022 when it grew by 6.4% and recorded the lowest growth rate in 2016 at
-0.1%. The Trade sector had the lowest growth rate in 2020 at -18.6%. The community services
sector, which largely consists of government, experienced its highest positive growth in 2012 with
1.5% and the lowest growth rate in 2020 with -5.1%.

Sector growth forecast

The GVA forecasts are based on forecasted growth rates derived from two sources: historical growth
rate estimates and national level industry forecasts. The projections are therefore partly based on the
notion that regions that have performed well in the recent past are likely to continue performing well
(and vice versa) and partly on the notion that those regions that have prominent sectors that are
forecast to grow rapidly in the national economy (e.g. finance and telecommunications) are likely to
perform well (and vice versa). As the target year moves further from the base year (2010) so the
emphasis moves from historical growth rates to national-level industry growth rates.

Table 28: Gross value added (GVA) by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022-2027 [R billions, constant 2010 prices]

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 Average
Annual
growth
Agriculture 0.95 0.99 0.99 1.00 1.01 1.02 1.57%
Mining 8.64 8.56 8.66 8.93 9.33 9.77 2.48%
Manufacturing 0.97 0.98 0.98 1.00 1.02 1.03 1.28%
Electricity 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.35 0.36 1.01%
Construction 0.35 0.35 0.36 0.37 0.38 0.39 2.34%
Trade 2.92 2.92 2.97 3.06 3.09 3.12 1.30%
Transport 1.10 1.13 1.15 1.19 1.22 1.26 2.81%
Finance 6.34 6.64 6.87 7.19 7.48 7.77 4.15%
Community 7.28 7.29 7.32 7.42 7.57 7.76 1.29%
services
Total Industries | 28.90 29.19 29.63 30.50 31.46 32.49 2.37%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

The finance sector is expected to grow fastest at an average of 4.15% annually from R 6.34 billion in
Sekhukhune District Municipality to R7.77 billion in 2027. The mining sector is estimated to be the
largest sector within the Sekhukhune District Municipality in 2027, with a total share of 30.1% of the
total GVA (as measured in current prices), growing at an average annual rate of 2.5%. The sector
that is estimated to grow the slowest is the electricity sector with an average annual growth rate of
1.01%.

Figure 26: Gross value added (GVA) by aggregate economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022-2027 [Annual growth rate, constant 2010 prices]
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The Primary sector is expected to grow at an average annual rate of 2.39% between 2022 and 2027,
with the Secondary sector growing at 1.45% on average annually. The Tertiary sector is expected to
grow at an average annual rate of 2.45% for the same period.

2.4.2. Mining

SDM mining cuts across the north-eastern part of the Bushveld Complex, an immense geological
structure that contains the largest reserves of platinum group metals (PGM) in the world, of which the
platinum group is a family of 6 metals which entail platinum, palladium, rhodium, iridium, osmium,
and ruthenium. In SDM the mining sector is dominant in the Burgersfort area were Fetakgomo
Tubatse Local Municipality seats. Mining is the economic lifeblood of the area as the sector accounts
for 34.5% of the municipality’s total GVA and 55% of the municipality’s total labour force are traced
to the mining sector. In Ephraim Mogale limestone/dolomite are mined in the area, of which limestone
and dolomite products are used in five principal industries in South Africa: cement manufacturing,
metallurgy (steel refining), agriculture (fertilizers, fungicides, and animal feed), aggregate and lime
manufacture.

The mining value chain consists primarily of exploration, extraction, mining, processing, refining,
fabrication, and production stages. Sekhukhune District mining participates mostly in the extraction
stage and very limited processing operations. Minerals and potential jobs are exported for
beneficiation to overseas companies and very little beneficiation in the district and in South Africa as
a whole. In order to benefit sustainably on its mineral resources, the district will need to develop its
industrial capabilities in the value-creation stages of its core mineral endowments.

For other minerals such as limestone and dolomite, they include construction (mortar, whitewash,
building stone) and manufacturing (glass, water treatment, food and rayon processing, papermaking,
leather, explosives, coal dusting, flue gas desulphurization, adhesives, insulation, and pH control). In
the Burgersfort area site, chromite, and platinum deposits from the Merensky Reef are mined in the
town. Furthermore, the District features the world’'s largest deposit of the platinum group metals
(PGMSs). Figure 35 provides an illustration of the mining value chain. Map 12 provides the spatial
distribution of mining activities in SDM.

Map 05: Spatial Distribution of Mining Activities in SDM
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Map 12 provides a spatial analysis of the mining belt activities that are mostly located on the eastern
side of the district municipality. However, on the western side of the municipality mining activities do
take place in Elias Motsoaledi and Ephraim Mogale though it is not competitive compared to the
eastern side of the municipality.
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Opportunities exist for the small businesses within the district. It is vital that they be supported by
being linked to the mining value chain for business development. Mining houses and the local hotel
industry require catering services (which again links with agricultural development because local
farms could supply fresh vegetables and meat), cleaning services, and repairing of machinery.
Manufactured inputs could also be supplied to the mines and the industry at large, thereby growing
the district's manufacturing capability. Strengthening initiatives like Enterprise and Supplier
Development will build economic and business capacity of the SMMEs within the district.

Although mining is such a large economic contributor within the district, its future needs to be
considered as this has significant implications on future settlement planning and investments.
Building strong manufacturing base within the district is critical for future economic sustainability.
Key Mineral Deposits

The following commodities are found in Sekhukhune District:

Table 29: Key Mineral Deposits

PGM’s (platinum, palladium, iridium, Chrome dolomite
ruthenium, osmium, rhodium)

Vanadium Dolomite
Dimension Stone Andalusite

Slate Granite

Sand Aggregate Stone
Copper Cobalt

Nickel Magnesite

Clay Titanium
Molybdenum Magnetite

Source: DMR 2019
Current Mining Activities

The district’s current mining footprint is based on a total of forty-five (45) issued licenses as per the
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy, representing twenty-seven (27) operational mines
and eighteen (18) mines non-operational due to commodity demand issues, unavailability of water
and lack of off-take agreements for their commodities. In addition to the non-operational mines listed,
there is total of thirteen (7) pending applications.

Figure 26: Sekhukhune District Current Mining Footprint
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Table 30: List of Mining operations in the district
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Ltd (Lanex)

NAME OF MINE TYPE OF ORE TOWN / VILLAGE STATUS
FETAKGOMO TUBATSE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
Bokoni Platinum Mines | Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational
(Pty) Ltd
Lion’s Head Platinum PGM’s, Copper, Burgersfort Non-operational
(Pty) Ltd Nickel excluding

Chrome
Rustenburg Platinum Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational
Mines Ltd
(Twickenham Mine)
Dilokong Chrome Mine | Chrome Burgersfort Non-operational
Blackchrome Mine Chrome, PGM’s Burgersfort Operating
Rustenburg Platinum Platinum, All minerals Burgersfort Operating
Mines Ltd (De
Brochen)
Nkwe Platinum Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational
Mintirho Mining Ltd All minerals Burgersfort Non-operational
SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Non-operational
Mines (Jagdlust)
SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Non-operational
Mines (Scheiding)
Tjate Platinum Titaneferous Burgersfort Non-operational
Corporation (Pty) Ltd magnetite
Rakhoma Mining (Pty) Burgersfort Non-operational
Ltd
Lesego Platinum (Pty) Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational
Ltd
Bokoni Platinum Mines | Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational
(Pty) Ltd
Zavel Investments Dimension Stone Burgersfort Operating
(Pty) Ltd
SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating
Ltd
Impala Platinum (Pty) Platinum Burgersfort Operating
Ltd
Impala Platinum (Pty) Platinum Burgersfort Operating
Ltd
Rhino Minerals (Pty) Andalusite Burgersfort Operating
Ltd
SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating
Ltd (Spitzkop)
Rustenburg Platinum Platinum Burgersfort Operating
Mines Ltd (Modikwa
Mine)
Attaclay (Pty) Ltd Attapulgite, Bentonite Burgersfort Operating
Saringa Slate Slate Burgersfort Operating
Xstrata South Africa Platinum &Chrome Burgersfort Operating
(Pty) Ltd (Glencore)
Two Rivers Platinum Platinum Burgersfort Operating
(Pty) Ltd
Assmang Ltd Chrome Burgersfort Operating
Micawber 278 (Pty) PGM’s, Copper, Burgersfort Operating
Ltd (Northam Cobalt, Chrome
Boosendal)
SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating
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Mine

NAME OF MINE TYPE OF ORE TOWN / VILLAGE STATUS

SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating

Ltd (Doornbosch)

Spitzkop Platinum Ltd Platinum Burgersfort Operating

SAMANCOR Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating

Ltd (Tweefontein)

Sefateng Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Operating

Mine (Pty) Ltd

Vanadium Resources Vanadium, Iron, Burgersfort Operating

(Pty) Ltd Titanium

Bauba A Hlabirwa Platinum Burgersfort Operating

Mining Investments

(Pty) Ltd

BCR Minerals (Pty) Chrome Burgersfort Operating

Ltd

Phokathaba Platinum Platinum Burgersfort Non-operational

(Pty) Ltd

Chromex Chrome Chrome Burgersfort Non-operational

De Grooteboom (Pty) Chrome, PGM’s, Gold | Burgersfort Operating

Ltd

ELIAS MOTSOALEDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Braggite Resources Platinum Groblersdal Non-Operational

(Pty) Ltd (Blue Ridge)

Machero Quarries Granite, Sand & Groblersdal Operating
Stone

Evraz Highveld Steel Vanadium Groblersdal Non-operational

and Vanadium Ltd

(Mapochus Mine)

Oppermann Kinders Dimension Stone Groblersdal Operating

CcC

EPHRAIM MOGALE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Lime Chem Mine Lime Marble Hall Operating

Lyttelton Marble Hall Dolomite Marble Hall Operating

Source: DMR 2019

Future Mining Developments

Despite the abundance of mineral deposits, the district seems not to be receiving a major investment
appetite which may be attributable to a number of factors. A summary of mining license applications
to-date indicates seven (7) pending applications which demonstrates a lower investment appetite
facing the district as compared to other districts in Limpopo province. New mining license applications
focus on the following minerals: chrome (2); PGM’s (3); dimension stone (1); and aggregate, calcite,

dolomite limestone (1).
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Figure 27: Sekhukhune Mining Rights Applications

Sekhukhune Mining Rights Applications
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2.4.3. Fetakgomo Tubatse Special Economic Zone:

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) within South Africa are geographically designated areas set aside
for specifically targeted economic activities to promote national economic growth and exports by
using support measures to attract foreign and domestic investments and technology. Policy makers
seek to develop SEZs with the aim of attracting foreign direct investment, achieving higher exports,
creating jobs, encourage skills development, SMME capacitation, harnessing the development of
infrastructure, improving existing infrastructure and strengthening value chains.

In the case of the Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ, a strong developmental rationale was emphasized by
the Department of Trade, Industry and Competition (DTIC), which later culminated in the signing of
a quadripartite agreement between the key development partners as a commitment to support the
development of the SEZ. The agreement comprises of DTIC, Department of Economic Development,
Environment and Tourism (LEDET), Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM) and Fetakgomo
Tubatse Local Municipality (FTLM) whose role is to ensure the development of the SEZ without fail.

Over and above the quadripartite agreement, Provincial Treasury has pledged their financial
commitment towards the development of infrastructure for the SEZ, SDM has committed to fund the
key infrastructure projects which are enablers to the successful implementation of the SEZ and the
local municipality has also pledged their support through their Local Economic Development
programmes and projects within the Municipality.

Partnerships with private sector through equity on land and assets as part of the first phase of the
development has also enhanced the viability of the FTSEZ. A partnership with private sector is at an
advanced stage, pending the finalisation of the transactional agreements where Fetakgomo Tubatse
Industrial Park (FTIP) a subsidiary of LEDA which was registered to facilitate establishment of FTSEZ
while waiting for SEZ designation, has in principle bought a going concern which translates into 51%
of the currently existing land and assets.

The proposed Fetakgomo-Tubatse SEZ is an industrial cluster initiative that falls within the planned
Limpopo Platinum and Chrome cluster which has two components of industrial formations. This
proposed SEZ will impact positively on more than a million people in the province due to improved
economic activities within the Dilokong Spatial Economic Initiative as well as improving economic
progress within other districts and municipalities. These economic activities will not only yield
improvements of the wellbeing of provincial citizens, but will also contribute to the enhancement of
requisite skills and of South Africa’s role in regional integration.

The proposed FTSEZ is a key economic programme of the Limpopo Development Plan (LDP)
designed to stimulate and propel industrialization, economic growth, and job creation. This proposed
SEZ is strategically located in the industrial hub of the Steelpoort area, in-between 2 huge mining
establishments, the Samancor smelter and the Lion Ferrochrome smelter, which are strategic
landmarks for the establishment of the SEZ.
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The main objective of this SEZ is to develop a low carbon green economy which will offer promising
opportunities not only to fight climate change, but to enhance energy security and develop local
industries. The strategic aim of the SEZ is to develop a green primary energy supply to a localized
manufacturing of both upstream and downstream activities of the PGM and chrome value chains with
a secondary backup from electricity.

Map 06: Map showing proposed SEZs in South Africa
PROPOSED SEZ UNDER CONSIDERATION
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Opportunities

e Fetakgomo Tubatse will focus on the Platinum Group Metals (PGM) minerals group and
related downstream opportunities, Agro-processing, automotives (electric vehicles and
after-market), pharmaceuticals, clean energy production & distribution, and mining
equipment manufacturing.

o ltis thus envisaged that the Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ will unlock economic opportunities,
increase investor appetite, and create thousands of job opportunities in the Sekhukhune
District.

There will also be a need to establish linkages between Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ and Musina-
Makhado SEZ particularly concerning the raw material that the metallurgical cluster will need. This
has the potential to create transportation corridors linking the two SEZs, which will strengthen the
integration between the Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ and the Musina-Makhado SEZ.

Strategic Implications, Challenges and Interventions

The mining and mineral beneficiation and processing offers key essential elements for mining and
beneficiation which include economic linkages (backward linkages and forward linkages). These
economic linkages have the potential to develop the mining sector by expanding on the supply and
value chains during various stages of production. The mining and mineral beneficiation would then
need to create a cocktail of economic incentives to lure mining houses to set-up ore beneficiation
plants. Diversifying the local economy by focusing and directing investment in non-mining areas
would be key to the district.

There is a need for effective activation and coordination of Social Labour Plans (SLPs) to ensure that
sustainable infrastructure development and other essential services are provided thereby maximising
investment promotion. A further key aspect would be to diversify the local economy by focusing and
directing investment in non-mining areas within the district. Encouraging local ownership of strategic
mining projects through the facilitation of joint venture agreements and consortiums between locals
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and external investors would also be key within this industry. Furthermore, there is a need for
engagement of local mining houses, local universities, and FETs to train local youths in mining-
related courses.

There is a need to upgrade the existing 3 railway lines within the district. These three railway
lines were originally developed to support the mining and agricultural activity within the district
and have not yet been extended or re-routed to serve new mining operations (such as those
along the Merensky Reef and Chrome layers) of which shortcomings in the railway network are
resulting in extreme pressure being placed on the road network. Extending these lines will be
essential considering new mining operations will be important considering the proposed SEZ in the
area which is expected to be a game changer in the district.

Some of the factors that could affect Sekhukhune’s mining sector negatively include drops in global
demands for the minerals produced in the area, continued water scarcity in Sekhukhune and the
increasing mechanization of platinum mining industry in the future. The latter will affect the potential
employment opportunities generated by mining industry in Sekhukhune, regardless of whether the
area contains significant mineral deposits or not.

The continued labour unrest within the mining sector, has been speculated to lower investor
confidence in the mining industry. Further challenges are the illegal mining, poor mining beneficiation,
community riots in mining, emerging and mushrooming local business forums and high
unemployment rate. Currently, there isn’t adequate training in relation to skills in the mining sector,
hence the need for rehabilitation programmes to improve the level of skills and productivity in the
district.

The skills development and industry support programme will enable a wide pool of artisans, chartered
accountants, engineers, electricians, computer technicians, and social scientists etc. to be trained
and fully equipped with information that would be of benefit to the economy in SDM. Furthermore,
industry support through creating niche investment opportunities is expected to accelerate the
participation of local SMME’s in the industry thus enabling side-stream, upstream and downstream
business opportunities.

The recent history of mining development in Limpopo has been affected by continuous conflicts
mainly between the mining companies and communities within Sekhukhune Districts. In 2011 the
provincial government mandated the Department of Economic Development, Environment and
Tourism to develop and facilitate the Integrated Mining Development and Sustainability Framework
that aimed at creating an inclusive economic growth amongst key stakeholders through creation of a
mutually beneficial relationship by working together towards a common and shared vision. The
implementation of this framework had since enhanced collaborative relationships between the
government, mining companies and communities. The government continues, through the Limpopo
Mining Forum to facilitate collaboration with mines and communities with mines committing to
implement developmental projects in three work streams: Business and Industrialization; Skills
Development and Employment Creation; and Community Development.

The province’s mineral and mining value chains provide opportunities for local manufacturing, to
deepen industrialization and enhance an inclusive economic development and the SEZ initiative will
go a long towards achieving that. Through the government and mines collaboration, an upgrade of
Malekana Steel Bridge in Fetakgomo Tubatse has been planned for a tune of R117m and the
construction of the bridge is underway. The construction commenced on the 01 March 2023 and will
run for 18 months with the anticipated completion date been 27" September 2024. The upgrading of
the bridge will enhance transportation for economic purposes, especially the mining related activities.

2.4.4. Agriculture

Sekhukhune District has a dual agricultural economy, with both large-scale commercial farming
system and smallholder-based production system in the deep rural areas. The majority of the
disadvantaged farmers within the district are not part of the mainstream agriculture and practice under
a small size of farm holding in overcrowded and semi-arid areas. This kind of farming is characterized
by low production, poor access to land and poor access to inputs and most importantly poor access
to credit.
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The Gross Value Added (GVA) of agriculture sector in 2022 was 1.2% and 15.2% in the district and
Limpopo Province, respectively. This sector, being an important base for economic growth and
employment in the district, indicates a setback in terms of achieving the district economic growth and
job creation.

Commodities produced within the district

Figure 28: Key Commodities produced in the districf[_
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According to the above table, Sekhukhune District is suitable for the production of Maize, Sorghum,
Dry Beans, Cotton, Citrus, Table grapes, Vegetables (Tomatoes), Poultry and Livestock.
Commodities which have high value and labour intensive as stipulated in Quadrant 2 are vegetables,
citrus, table grapes and cotton. These commodities can create most required jobs within the district
as they are labour intensive.

Cattle and poultry as indicated in quadrant 1, have high growth but non-labour intensive. Livestock
in the District is mainly done under extensive conditions in the communal areas hence there is over
grazing as the farmer’s overstock. Cattle also face a risk of disease out- break and theft as they are
not kept in designated camps.

There is also a risk for inbreeding which affect quality of the breed and leads to low production.
Livestock farmers sell their stock informally in the community during weddings, funerals and
traditional ceremonies. Most of them cannot sell to formal markets such as abattoirs and auctions as
the cattle are under-priced due to quality issues (old cattle).

Drought also affects cattle farmers negatively as most of them loose their stock during droughts. The
Limpopo Department of Agriculture provides animal health advice and infrastructure support to
livestock farmers within the district through vaccinations, dipping and monitoring movement of
livestock to control diseases.

Small scale poultry farmers also sell their live chickens informally to community members.
Approximately 06 Large scale broiler producers (who owns 40 0000 capacity houses) are currently
contracted to Kroons abattoir in Pretoria as there is no abattoir that is operating in the district or
nearby. The Department will continue to support smallholders with poultry houses to improve their
production capacity and quality.

Maize and sorghum as indicated in quadrant 4, are low growth and non-labour intensive, and they
are mainly produced for food security. Sekhukhune district is endowed with good soil and water which
have a great potential to strengthen the agriculture sector. The nature of agricultural activities by
small holder farmers indicates a diversity of production mainly confined to livestock, and major
cropping in tobacco, wheat, cotton, soya beans, citrus, paprika, pumpkin, peas, vegetables, grains,
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table grapes, dry beans, watermelons, Lucerne. The agricultural capability of the district is highly
dependent on the availability and consistency of the supply of water.

Citrus is one of the commodities, which contributes to the economic growth of the district, as it is
labour intensive and produced mostly by commercial farmers. The Department support small holder
farmers who will want to venture into citrus production. Citrus Grower Association also support
farmers through capacity building and development of business plans. Orchard establishment is very
expensive; therefore, more funds are requested from other stakeholders to assist farmers. The
Department has started with development of orchard for small scale farmers in the district in particular
in Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality.

Market opportunities
e Vegetables

Shopping malls that are constructed in the district and outside serve as markets for fresh produce.
Most of the vegetable projects sell their produce to nearby shopping malls such as Bopedi Plaza,
Tubatse crossing mall, Moratiwa Plaza, Steelpoort Plaza and Jane Furse Plaza. The main shops that
procure from local farmers are Spar and Pick n Pay in major towns and local malls. McCain Food
Manufacturing also offer contracts to vegetable farmers who produce under irrigation as long as they
are able to meet their requirements.

e Cotton

The district is one of the main producers of cotton under dry land and irrigation, with irrigation resulting
in higher yields. Cotton areas are Ephraim Mogale and Elias Motsoaledi. The areas are also
strategically located closer to Loskop ginnery which acts as a market for cotton. Loskop ginnery sell
inputs and offer technical advice to cotton farmers. Cotton is drought resistant and most small-scale
farmers produce it under dry land due to lack of irrigation infrastructure.

Challenges encountered by farmers include high input costs as seeds and chemicals are expensive
with Loskop Ginnery being the sole supplier. They (farmers) rely more on financial support from
Government to augment their production expenses. All cotton producers sell their produce to Loskop
Ginnery, and they get better income because they spend less on transport costs (delivery).

e Grains

Farmers who produce grains mainly supply it to Blinkwater Mill in Middleburg for milling/ exchange
for maize meal. Some who are closer to Polokwane used to supply to Progress Milling. Maize meal
is a stable food so it means all households who plant maize/ sorghum under dry land through Fetsa-
tlala program will want to mill their grains and this poses a reliable market for the Mill. This will be
linked to the Agri -Park model which aims to create market for farmers and one of the processing
facilities which will be constructed in the Agri-Hub is the milling-facility.

Irrigation schemes along Olifants will also serve as a market for the milling facility hence the need for
their revitalization.

Agro-Processing

Most farmers within the district sell their products as raw materials and they earn lower prices, so
value adding, and processing initiatives will improve the farm income as processed products are sold
at higher prices. Sekhukhune is producing grains such as maize and sorghum which are sold to
Millers outside the District so an opportunity exists for a milling facility in the district.

Vegetable’s producers require support in pack houses so that they can package and grade their
products as required by other markets. Large scale Poultry producers (40 000 capacity houses) also
require value adding facilities for their chickens as they are currently selling to Kroons abattoir in
Brits. Lebowakgomo abattoir which is in Capricorn can also serve as a market for broiler projects,
however it is not yet operational. An opportunity exists for development of a poultry abattoir in the
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district as current broiler farmers are selling their chickens outside the province. The envisaged Agri-
hub will serve as agro-processing facility, which will assist farmers within the district once constructed.

Challenges and Interventions

Small holder farmers within the district are still experiencing different challenges that the Limpopo
Growth and Development Strategy (LGDS) is trying to mitigate. Infrastructure and the scale of
development is still not significant enough to sustain these smallholder farmers, in particular, youth
and women who are marginalized by many development systems within the district. In order to ensure
a value chain approach, a need to improve the irrigation infrastructure of identified farmers remains
critical. There are some farmers who are still using farrow irrigation, which wastes water.

Access to the market is also one of the setbacks faced by farmers within the district. The market
channels created in collaboration with white commercial farmers are also not yielding adequate
results. The lack of transparency in the performance of produce in the market remain prevalence in
the market chain. Proper institutionalization and capacitation of these farmers can result in a
coordinated production system.

The Department of Agriculture in the Limpopo Province is assisting farmers to understand the
concept of clustering the development which will in the long run increase production capacity and
assist farmers to have buying power along the value-chain. Although this model is not yet popular
within the district, it will assist farmers to influence the cost of production, which is increasing on a
daily basis.

The climatic conditions of the district allow farmers to plant grains under dry land conditions, and they
still manage to get yield to address food security. Crops such as maize, sorghum and dry beans are
critical for food production and some improved livelihood. Cotton is also another important crop that
is grown successfully under dry land in the district. It is mainly produced in Ephraim Mogale and Elias
Motsoaledi and sold to Loskop Ginnery in Marble Hall.

Figure 29: The following is a summary of key challenges within the district:
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Summary of Challenges which affect the Agricultural sector within the district are as follows:

e Poor infrastructure (e.g. Irrigation systems, fences, contours, etc.).

¢ High input costs including electricity costs which are high due to Eskom price increase

e Market access, fluctuating market prices and farmers failing to meet some the set
requirements due to economies of scale.

e Lack of value adding facilities and poor access roads also affect marketing and transportation
of farm produce.

o Natural Disasters (floods, droughts, disease outbreaks) especially droughts which led to
water shortage, drop in agricultural production and loss of livestock due to poor grazing.

e Diseases such as Foot — and- mouth affect livestock negatively as export for beef is not
allowed from South Africa during disease outbreak.
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e Tedious application processes for water rights with Department of Water and Sanitation. The
main water source in the district is the Oliphant River which only cater for few irrigation
schemes as the water is also used for other purposes such as household and mining. DWS
allocates less water for irrigation purposes as compared to household and mining.

o Lack of access to credit /capital. Farmers require capital for infrastructure and production
inputs and most of them do not qualify for loans. They rely on grants from Government, which
is limited, as such only few farmers are assisted.

e Limited technical and entrepreneurship skills. Most farmers require training and mentorship
for proper farm management and marketing. This is aggravated by ageing and low literacy
levels among farmers as this inhibit training.

o Conflicts among farmers and poor institutional arrangements which lead to discontinued
production (fallow lands) and vandalism of infrastructure (e.g., Tswelopele irrigation scheme
in Praktiseer).

Proposed solutions:

e Continuous training and mentorship

e Limpopo Department of Agriculture offers technical advice to farmers and this will be more
effective when coupled with mentorship from commercial farmers and commodity
organizations. Tompi Seleka College of Agriculture continues to offer farmer training together
with other Training and Research institutions such as Agricultural Research Council (ARC).

o There is a need for collaboration with stakeholders involved in training and capacity building
as well as commercial farmers.

e Stakeholder involvements and collaboration in funding farmers.

o Government cannot fund the farmers alone. There is continuous need for funding from other
institutions e.g., banks, funding institutions such as IDT, Land bank. There is a need for
farmers to work and solve problems together as well as managing the projects effectively.
These include their ability to safeguard the funded infrastructure.

e Explore other energy sources such as solar to reduce electricity costs.

Eskom should advise farmers with efficient electricity usage and affordable electricity options
according to the enterprise types and sizes.

Strategic interventions

Map 07: Revitalization of irrigation schemes

The Oliphant’s River act as the main water source for irrigation schemes situated in the lower and
Upper Flag Boshielo dam. The district has seven (7) irrigation schemes which were established
along the Olifants River covering a total of 2478 ha, owned by 989 farmers. Currently only 2 are
operational and the other schemes are vandalised/underutilised. The total area of underutilised
schemes is 2051 hectares.



92

The priority of the district is to revitalise these schemes and to bring them back into production. In
2020 Mogalatjane irrigation scheme with a total of area of 132ha was revitalised with an estimated
budget of R17.3 million.

The intention of the district is to ensure that all seven (7) irrigation schemes along the Olifants River
are optimally utilised and are put back to production, ensuring that 2051ha is supported with
infrastructure in the long term. The success of the envisaged projects depends on the collaboration
and contribution from other stakeholders either offering material or non-material support. The
irrigation schemes are mainly located in communal areas, so the involvement of Traditional leaders
and councillors is very important.

Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) is the important stakeholder in the
revitalization of these irrigation schemes. They have already funded some of the schemes with
production inputs for cotton through One-Household-One Hector programme (1HH1H).

2.4.5. Land Reform

There are various land reform initiatives in the area which include Agri Hub, Farmer Production
Support Units, Farm Assessments, land Restitution and Land Acquisition.

Map 08: Map showing land Reform
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A total of 622 565 ha of land is subject to land claims. This represents about 46% of the total area of
the SDM. About 317 538 ha (56%) of the Fetakgomo Tubatse area is subject to land claims, followed
by Makhuduthamaga with 165 666 ha (78%), Elias Motsoaledi with 8428 ha (23%) and Ephraim
Mogale with 55 081 ha (27%).

Notably, there is a strong correlation between the land claimed and the land under 74 traditional
authorities. The exception in this regard is the far-eastern extents of Elias Motsoaledi Municipality
where there is a large cluster of claims between routes R579 and R555 on land which does not fall
under traditional authority.

2.4.6. Agri-Park

Agri Parks are areas designed for multiple activities that accommodate small farmers, commercial
farmers, public area, processing area and natural habitat. They are aimed to allow small farmers
access to local markets, provide fresh food and are an educational, environmental and aesthetic
amenity for nearby communities. Agri-Parks are also aimed to put into effect the revitalization of
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agriculture and Agro-processing value chain thereby generating growth and creating jobs.
Furthermore, the programme is aimed at the eradication of rural poverty which is a critical challenge
for the government. They are primarily on the processing of agricultural products, while the mix of
‘non-agricultural’ industries may be low or non-existent. They intend to provide a platform for
networking between producers, markets, and processors, while also providing the physical
infrastructure required for transforming industries.

The district is working with Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) on the Agri
Park concept. DRDLR appointed a service provider Urban Econ to develop Agri Park Farmer
Production Support Units (FPSU’s) business cases. After extensive consultations with stakeholders
and farmers business cases for Vleeschboom and Praktiseer were finalised in March 2017. Farmers
together with Government stakeholders were asked to identify 4 FPSU sites in the district and
Vleeschboom, Praktiseer, Marble Hall and Apel Gross were identified. 2 FPSU sites, Vleeschboom
and Praktiseer were prioritised for development and Marble Hall and Apel Gross were parked for
future development.

Map 09: Agri-Park location
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Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality allocated 40 hectares of Portion 39 of Klipbank Farm 26JS for
the Agri Park development. The site is reserved for establishment of Agri Hub which will serve the
headquarters of the Sekhukhune Agri Park project.

Notable achievements to-date

In terms of setting up the Vleesboom FPSU towards functionality, below is the progress. To-date
phase one of the construction is complete, where the physical building is was completed in 2020.
The building is now being utilised to conduct training, marketing awareness sessions, capacity
building sessions, receive and dispatch of agricultural production inputs. Whereas, phase two has
now commenced mainly on security upgrades, aesthetics and alternative power solutions.
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Figure 33: Progress on the functionality of FPSU

@ 2015 Q 2018 Q 2019 2020 2020 Q 2022 Q 2022
i Agri- [ of Phase 1 District Executive Mayor Phase 1 Construction DACC consultations Afro-Team Consultants

Operationalisation of
Park Programme the Vieeschboom FPSU (DEM) Briefing during Completed appointed

oversight engagement 03 July 2020

Commences + Sekhukhune House of
Traditional Leaders

* 30 Primary Coops.

* PED Portfolio
Committees of four
local municipalities

+ Planning
Commenced

1 1
1 | March2018 District led - District Agri-
Park Coordinating
LR ! conmites (2AC0)
I+ Mobilisation and I
| popularisation of the |
programme Country

t t
1 1
) )

DALRRD Minister

pronounced, Agri-Park

ownership

« 2019/20 budget speech
for our FPSU

|
1
I 4CUS Group Now on Site
| [19 September 2023]
+ Project steering
I Committee (PSC)
1 appointe:
|

District Agri-Park
Management Committees

(DAMC) * The Ministerial Task
« 31March 2018 Team (MTT) was Board of Directors (BoD) Commences

LOCKDOWN
+ DAMC put on Hold established = Farmer organisations COMMENCES LOCKDOWN ENDS elected
2018 é 2019 é 2019 é 2020 é 2021 é 2022 o 2023

Local stakeholder briefing
* Phokwane Traditional
Council

March, Secondary Cooperative « PHASE 2 Construction

O------t--

Through the FPSU, over 604 jobs were created, about 526 beneficiaries were trained on various
skills from agricultural to governance related, furthermore 3265.40 hectors of beneficiary enterprises
benefited (2949 beneficiaries).

Implications, key challenges and interventions

There is a need to add value to agricultural activities through establishing agricultural linkages, local
manufacturing, and processing plants which utilise local raw materials and resources as primary
inputs.

The processing of raw materials from agriculture products is essential for SDM in terms of expanding
the manufacturing sector. The agglomeration of these activities can result in economies of scale that
would increase both economic development and employment opportunities.

Agri-Park Linkages will assist the district by developing agro-processing capacity including supporting
Department of Rural Development Agri Hubs and privately owned agro-processing facilities. They
will enhance strategic development for the urban market centre and the development of strategic
agro-processing sub-industries within the district.

Furthermore, the identification of strategic partners to assist with the funding and development of
agriculture programmes could enhance agriculture production in the region. Additionally, developing
incentives is also crucial towards fostering partnerships that are expected to uplift agriculture for the
communities in the district.

The skills development and enhancement programme are necessary within the district as it will cover
aspects such as incorporating youth into agriculture and enhancing hands-on and technical skills
within the agriculture sector. SDM has a lot of agriculture but very few youths that are involved in the
sector.

According to farmers in the area, the main reason why the sector doesn’t contribute more to GDP is
because of water scarcity. Other reasons could include the combined effects of land claims, which
creates uncertainty and discourages further investments, as well as the low growth of global
commodities.

The future of agriculture in Sekhukhune is however, impeded by a number of factors. These include
water scarcity, distorted land ownership patterns, a growing number of land claims, infights between
and within beneficiaries once funding is allocated, limited support services and inadequate
infrastructure and services. The huge disparities between the commercial and subsistence farming
worlds may also eventually cause some social tension.

The other area of potential tension lies in conflicting social and economic demands for water, an
increasingly scarce resource in the district as well as inadequate investments for farming district.
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Despite these potential difficulties, opportunities abound for agriculture in Sekhukhune, and the
sector is likely to play a dominant role in the district’s strategic plans and strategies

2.4.7. Tourism

The National Development Plan (NDP) recognises tourism as one of the main drivers of employment
and economic growth in South Africa. This is further embedded in the constitution where tourism is
listed as a functional area of concurrent national and provincial legislative competence. The tourism
sector is one of the low hanging fruits that draws a lot of foreign currency to South Africa. Tourism in
Limpopo has been identified as a sector with a very strong competitive advantage in ecotourism
linked to wildlife, culture and vast landscapes. Sekhukhune District hosts the scenic Flag Boshielo
Dam area, the adjoining Schuinsdraai Nature Reserve, Potlake Nature Reserve, and the Maleoskop
Resort and Conservancy.

Sekhukhune District Tourism Sector

Tourism can be defined as the non-commercial organisation plus operation of vacations and visits to
a place of interest. Whether you visit a relative or friend, travel for business purposes, go on holiday
or on medical and religious trips - these are all included in tourism.

Trips by purpose of trips

As defined by the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UN WTO), a trip refers to travel, by a
person, from the time they leave their usual residence until they return to that residence. This is
usually referred to as a round trip. S&P Global likes to narrow this definition down to overnight trips
only, and only those made by adult visitors (over 18 years). Also note that the number of "person”
trips are measured, not household or "party trips".

The main purpose for an overnight trip is grouped into these categories:

e Leisure / Holiday

e Business

e Visits to friends and relatives

e Other (Medical, Religious, etc.)

Table 31: Number of trips by purpose of trips - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2012-2022 [Number
Percentage]

Leisure / Business Visits to Other Total
Holiday friends and (Medical,
relatives Religious,
etc)
2012 94,400 50,900 885,000 59,500 1,090,000
2013 85,200 52,400 925,000 66,100 1,130,000
2014 77,000 52,300 979,000 71,900 1,180,000
2015 69,300 52,700 1,000,000 75,700 1,200,000
2016 68,000 56,200 1,020,000 84,300 1,230,000
2017 70,500 55,200 979,000 87,100 1,190,000
2018 77,800 52,700 916,000 79,900 1,130,000
2019 79,900 48,700 780,000 66,300 975,000
2020 61,800 38,400 572,000 40,800 713,000
2021 64,200 40,400 439,000 29,600 573,000
2022 105,000 55,500 456,000 32,200 648,000
Average Annual growth

2012-2022 \ 1.08% | 0.87% -6.43% -5.94% -5.06%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

In Sekhukhune District Municipality, the Leisure / Holiday, relative to the other tourism, recorded the
highest average annual growth rate from 2012 (94 400) to 2022 (105 000) at 1.08%. Visits to friends
and relatives recorded the highest number of visits in 2022 at 456 000, with an average annual growth
rate of -6.43%. The tourism type that recorded the lowest growth was Visits to friends and relatives
tourism with an average annual growth rate of -6.43% from 2012 (886 000) to 2022 (456 000).
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Figure 31: Trips by purpose of trip - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2022 [Percentage]
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

The Visits to friends and relatives at 70.26% has largest share the total tourism within Sekhukhune
District Municipality. Leisure / Holiday tourism had the second highest share at 16.21%, followed by
Business tourism at 8.56% and the Other (Medical, Religious, etc) tourism with the smallest share of
4.97% of the total tourism within Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Origin of tourists

In the following table, the number of tourists that visited Sekhukhune District Municipality from both
domestic origins, as well as those coming from international places, are listed.

Table 32: Total number of trips by origin tourists - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2012-2022 [Number]

Domestic tourists International tourists Total tourists
2012 1,010,000 83,700 1,090,000
2013 1,040,000 92,400 1,130,000
2014 1,080,000 101,000 1,180,000
2015 1,100,000 96,500 1,200,000
2016 1,120,000 113,000 1,230,000
2017 1,070,000 118,000 1,190,000
2018 1,010,000 120,000 1,130,000
2019 863,000 112,000 975,000
2020 676,000 36,300 713,000
2021 549,000 24,300 573,000
2022 597,000 51,700 648,000
Average Annual growth
2012-2022 | -5.09% | -4.70% | -5.06%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

The number of trips by tourists visiting Sekhukhune District Municipality from other regions in South
Africa has decreased at an average annual rate of -5.09% from 2012 (1.01 million) to 2022 (597 000).
The tourists visiting from other countries decreased at an average annual growth rate of -4.70% (from
83 700 in 2012 to 51 700). International tourists constitute 7.98% of the total number of trips, with
domestic tourism representing the balance of 92.02%.
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Figure 32: Tourists by origin - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2022 [Percentage]

B Domestic tourists
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

Bed nights by origin of tourist

A bed night is the industry measurement of one night away from home on a single person trip. The
following is a summary of the number of bed nights spent by domestic and international tourist within

Sekhukhune District Municipality between 2012 and 2022.

Table 33: Bed nights by origin of tourist - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2012-2022 [Number]

Domestic tourists International tourists | Total tourists
2012 2,480,000 293,000 2,770,000
2013 2,440,000 315,000 2,750,000
2014 2,440,000 359,000 2,800,000
2015 2,460,000 373,000 2,840,000
2016 2,310,000 474,000 2,780,000
2017 2,070,000 526,000 2,600,000
2018 1,770,000 508,000 2,280,000
2019 1,370,000 417,000 1,780,000
2020 894,000 120,000 1,010,000
2021 752,000 81,900 834,000
2022 899,000 167,000 1,070,000
Average Annual growth
2012-2022 | -9.64% | -5.45% | -9.11%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

From 2012 to 2022, the number of bed nights spent by domestic tourists has decreased at an average
annual rate of -9.64%, while in the same period the international tourists had an average annual
decrease of -5.45%. The total number of bed nights spent by tourists decreased at an average annual
growth rate of -9.11% from 2.77 million in 2012 to 1.07 million in 2022.
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Figure 32: Growth in tourism (using bed nights) by origin - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2012-
2022 [Number]

3,000,000 Domestic tourists International tourists e Total tourists

2,500,000 —

2,000,000

1,500,000

1,000,000

500,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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Tourism spending

In their Tourism Satellite Account, STATSSA defines tourism spending as all expenditure by visitors
for their trip to the particular region. This excludes capital expenditure as well as the shopping
expenditure of traders (called shuttle trade). The amounts are presented in current prices, meaning
that inflation has not been considered.

It is important to note that this type of spending differs from the concept of contribution to GDP.
Tourism spending merely represents a nominal spend of trips made to each region.

Table 34: Total tourism spending - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2022 [R billions, Current Prices]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Total
2012 1.7 17.0 229.8
2013 1.9 18.9 253.3
2014 2.1 20.9 2754
2015 2.0 19.4 253.9
2016 2.1 21.2 277.6
2017 1.9 19.7 264.0
2018 2.2 21.8 293.2
2019 3.5 27.7 407.4
2020 22 16.1 240.1
2021 25 18.4 288.7
2022 3.1 22.5 346.1
Average Annual growth
2012-2022 | 6.14% | 2.84% | 4.18%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

Sekhukhune District Municipality had a total tourism spending of R3.09 billion in 2022 with an average
annual growth rate of 6.1% since 2012 (R1.7 billion). Limpopo Province had a total tourism spending
of R22.5 billion in 2022 and an average annual growth rate of 2.8% over the period. Total tourism
spending in South Africa increased from R230 billion in 2012 to R346 billion in 2022 at an average
annual rate of 4.2%.
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Tourism spend per resident capita.

Another interesting topic to look at is tourism spending per resident capita. To calculate this, the total
amount of tourism spending in the region is divided by the number of residents living within that
region. This gives a relative indication of how important tourism is for a particular area.

Table 35: Tourism spend per resident capita - Sekhukhune District Municipality and the rest of
Limpopo, 2012,2017 and 2022 [R Thousands]

DISTRICTS 2012 2017 2022
Sekhukhune R 1,543 R 1,647 R 2,467
Mopani R 3,444 R 3,872 R 4,247
Vhembe R 1,711 R 1,994 R 2,434
Capricorn R 4,768 R 5,276 R 4,254
Waterberg R 4,343 R 4,592 R 5,836

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2022, Sekhukhune District Municipality had a tourism spend per capita of R 2,470 and an average
annual growth rate of 4.80%, Sekhukhune District Municipality ranked fourth amongst all the regions
within Limpopo in terms of tourism spend per capita. The region within Limpopo Province that ranked
first in terms of tourism spend per capita is Waterberg District Municipality with a total per capita
spending of R 5,840 which reflects an average annual increase of 3.00% from 2012. The district
municipality that ranked lowest in terms of tourism spend per capita is Vhembe with a total of R 2,430
which reflects an increase at an average annual rate of 3.59% from 2012.

Tourism spend as a share of GDP

This measure presents tourism spending as a percentage of the GDP of a region. It provides a gauge
of how important tourism is to the local economy. An important note about this variable is that it does
not reflect what is spent in the tourism industry of that region, but only what is spent by tourists visiting
that region as their main destination.

Table 36: Total spending as % share of GDP - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2012-2022
Percentage]

Sekhukhune Limpopo National Total
2012 5.8% 6.5% 6.4%
2013 6.1% 6.7% 6.5%
2014 6.4% 7.0% 6.7%
2015 5.7% 6.1% 5.7%
2016 5.6% 6.0% 5.8%
2017 5.0% 5.3% 5.2%
2018 5.3% 5.5% 5.5%
2019 7.9% 6.6% 7.2%
2020 4.9% 3.8% 4.3%
2021 4.7% 3.8% 4.7%
2022 5.7% 4.4% 5.2%

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

In Sekhukhune District Municipality the tourism spending as a percentage of GDP in 2022 was
5.74%. Tourism spending as a percentage of GDP for 2022 was 4.39% in Limpopo Province,
5.22% in South Africa.

Potential Tourism Routes

There are three potential tourism routes that have been identified in Sekhukhune:

¢ The Mafulo a Matala Route
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Mafulo a Matala, meaning “animals grazing on green land”, is a route that will take tourists to all the
natural beauty and wildlife of Sekhukhune Land. This route is for persons drawn to the African
wilderness. The route combines the scenic beauty and wildlife of the area with adventure activities
and attractions along the route. The Flag Boshielo dam together with the Schuinsdraai Nature
Reserve is one of the most significant attractions on the Mafulo a Matala route. Schuinsdraai Nature
Reserve is a popular water-recreation destination for families, where anglers can relax at the shores
of the Flag Boshielo Dam.

¢ The Marota Route

The Sekhukhune District is named after King Sekhukhune who was the King of the Marota tribe
(today commonly known as the Bapedi) in Sekhukhune Land during the 18th century. Sekhukhune
Land has a rich cultural heritage that offers a gateway to authentic Africa. Every corner of
Sekhukhune has an amazing tale to tell of this land of myths and legends, a true treasure indeed with
world renowned Heritage sites like Tjate, Lenao la Modimo, Ledingwe Cultural Village and many
more. The Marota Route affords the tourists the opportunity to experience the cultural heritage of the
fascinating Sekhukhune area, reflecting the diverse cultures of the present-day inhabitants of the
area, intrepid adventures from a colourful past and ancient civilisation of which only archaeological
evidence remains.

e The Platinum Stream Route

The Platinum Stream is a tourist route designed to unite Sekhukhune’s natural beauty and rich
heritage with the mining activities in the area for those mining and history enthusiasts. The Platinum
Stream flows along the R555 and the R37 routes, giving tourists the opportunity to visit some of
Sekhukhune’s significant mines.

Future Tourism Attraction sites

De Hoop and Flag Boshielo dams are used as tourism anchors to promote future eco and cultural-
heritage tourism development in the future. The two dams are also expected to improve the state of
water provision in the district which will eventually enhance tourism and other development
opportunities in the area. Furthermore, the De Hoop and the Flag Boshielo Dams are used as tourism
anchors to promote future eco and cultural-heritage tourism development in the future.

Department of Water and Sanitation and SDM have concluded the signing of Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) on De Hoop Dam Resource Management Plan (RMP) and its implementation on
04 August 2022. MOA is in connection with the following:

e The control, management of access and use of the De Hoop Dam and surrounding State-
owned land for recreational and tourism including eco-tourism purposes.

¢ The MOA will enable implementation of the De Hoop RMP. An institutional structure will be
set up to support SDM/SDA as Implementing Agent (IA) in the management of the dam for
secondary use.

e SDM has appointed SDA as the implementing Agent of the RMP and work is underway
towards the implementation of the RMP, this will go a long way towards unlocking the tourism
potential of the district.

Heritage in Sekhukhune District
Heritage has also a key role in uplifting and positioning tourism development in an economy.

Sekhukhune District hosts rich cultural heritage sites as outlined below. They however have
challenges which need to be mitigated against by a deliberate act of government:



Table 37: Cultural Heritage site

HERITAGE SITE

Tubatse Local
Municipality

heritage site on the 23
February 2007. This is
where the paramount
chief of Sekhukhune
fought wars against
Boers, Swazis and
Ndebele people.

Interpretative signage available on
site.

Toilet facilities available but not
operation due to unavailability of
sewage system in the community.
One container office which was
used by guides when the site was
fully operational.

Statue of Kgoshi Sekhukhune
erected on top of the hill inside the
heritage site

Picnic sites available on site.
Security available on site.

Local community members
currently assist in basic site
maintenance only on the entrance
area (Mondays and Thursdays).

NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
MANCHI Makhuduthamaga Local | Ga Marishane The grave of the Manche | SAHRA provided support to the e Fencing for two Hectares
MASEMOLA Municipality Village/Ga Phaahla | Masemola, a religious Manchi site by constructing fencing e Ablution facilities
GRAVESITE martyr who died for and landscaping around the e Electricity and water
Christian beliefs in the graveside. e Tents and chairs during
1800.Manche Masemola | LEDET currently engaging the the event,
who belonged to the Executive members of Anglican e Dedicated Parking lot
Anglican Church, was Church, Manche’s Family, e Accommodation facilities
brutally murdered by her | Makhuduthamaga Local e Tour Guides to be trained
parents for refusing to Municipality, Local, SARAH, « Interpretative signage on
abandon her holy beliefs | chieftaincy and local community to site
in favour of traditional discuss some of the interventions «  Maintenance at the grave
and spiritual up bring. needed at the site. site
LEDET to erect two tourism
signage on the main road leading
to Manche Masemola
TJATE Fetakgomo-Greater Ntswaneng Village Proclaimed a provincial Signage erected on R37. o New fencing needed on

site

e  Water and electricity
needed

e New ablution facilities

o Dedicated parking

e 2tour guides

e Pathway leading to the
caves needed.

e Pavement required at the
site

e Directional signage on site
required

e Integration of the site into
the municipal IDP for
continuous maintenance.
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
Site is deteriorating due to
insufficient maintenance.
ECHO CAVES Fetakgomo Tubatse Kgautswane This is a place where Pending site visit Pending site visit
Local Municipality candle wax stones, the
stalactites and
stalagmites or musical
stones of the nature's
wonders are found in the
province. Also a historical
sanctuary for the San
and later the Pedi tribe.
The most famous cave
internationally and
locally. Onsite motel and
museum are found here
as well.
MAPOCH ‘S Elias Motsoaledi Local Roosenekaal This cave is derived its Statue of king Nyabela is erected e The development of Mapoch’s
CAVES Municipality name from the legendary | by the Chieftaincy. Cave should be integrated as
King Mabhoko of the one of cluster projects of the
Ndebele Tribe. The cave | Annual event by the Ndebele tribe De Hoop Dam.
was used as his is held at the site in ¢ Identify the project as one of
sanctuary during the commemoration of the late King the tourism products to be
invasion by the by the Nyabela. supported during coming new
Boers Commando and financial year that is 2018/19
the Swazi empires. He as part of enhancing it as
gave asylum to Mampuru competitive tourism attraction.
the brother King e Engage Elias Motsoaledi Local
Sekhukhune who died at Municipality on the
his hands. a statue of the e Conduct a follow up site visit
king is erected 5000 with LEDET's management,
meters down the slopes Roosenekal Tourism and
Community Representative.
VOORTREKERS | Fetakgomo-greater Ohrigstad Voortrekker grave site is Pending site Visit Pending site visit

Tubatse Local
Municipality

situated at Ohrigstad, the
oldest town on the
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NAME OF THE
ATTRACTION

MUNICIPALITY

LOCATION

SIGNIFICANCE /
ATTRIBUTES

CURRENT STATUS/
DEVELOPMENTS

INTERVENTION
NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS

panorama route which
was found in 1845 by
Hendrick Potgieter the
well know Voortreker
leader. This holds the
history of the Zulu king
(Dingaan) and the
Voortrekkers (Battle of
blood river).

YELLOW ARUM
LILLY
FESTIVAL

Elias Motsoaledi Local
Municipality

Roosenekal

The village of
Roosenekal is unknown
to most south Africans.
However, this is the
natural habitat of the
much sought-after Yellow
Arum Lilly (Zantedeschia
Pentlandia) flower- it is
also celebrated by a
festival for its magnificent
springtime display during
the month of November
annually

Annual Yellow Arum Lilly Festival
organised by the Roosenekal
Tourism Association in partnership
with LTA

Pending attendance on preparatory
meeting of the festival

SCHUINSDRAAI
NATURE
RESERVE

Ephraim Mogale Local
Municipality

Next to Flag
Boshielo Dam

Located North of Marble
Hall and next to Flag
Boshielo and it covers
9037 hectares of land.
Has high level of
crocodile concentration.
Other inhabitants include
Kudu, Impala, Eland,
Warthog and roan
antelope. Tourism
facilities:
accommodation.

Operated by LTA

Conference Facility
Chalets-accommodation
Schuinsdraai Nature reserve offers
the following tourist activities for
both day visitors and overnight
tourists:

Fishing: Main activity in the
reserve, with various fishing
competitions held in the reserve.
Camping: Not graded

Picnic

Bird Watching

The camping site needs grading
Baboon are vandalizing some of the
infrastructure in the reserve, new
infrastructure needed to replace the
tents on the verandas

Draught experienced during the
2015/2016 has affected the resort’s
revenue as most visitors come for
fishing and boating.

Boat sleep-way to launch boat
which is a constant request from
customer visiting for water sports
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
Activities: birding, Self-drive safaris: best time for Signage needed on major roads
Boating and picnicking. game drives is early in the morning | leading to the reserve
and late in the afternoon, animals Water shortages
to see include Giraffe, Eland, Kudu,
Antelopes, Waterbuck, Impala,
Leopard, Warthog etc.
LENAO LA Fetakgomo-Greater Ga- Maisela Indie Lenao La Modimo, an Pending site visit Pending site Visit
MODIMO/ Tubatse Municipality ancient footprint. It is
GOD’S FOOT believed that in the olden
PRINT days’ rocks were soft and
God then made a step on
the rock. There are also
some sports of amazing
footprints of panthers and
leopards. The people
have said: “ke lenao la
modimo” which is directly
translated as: “this is the
footprint of god” The
footprint has been there
since the arrival of
Maisela Moswazi
community in the 17t
century in the area
KGOSHI Makhuduthamaga local Mamone Village Kgosi Mampuru I, who Annual National event of 1. Determine the economic
MAMPURU II municipality was heir to the Bapedi commemoration held on the impact of the event on local

HERITAGE SITE

throne, was executed in
public, at the Pretoria
Central Prison now
renamed after him, for
public violence, revolt
and alleged murder of
Sekhukhune in 1883 by
the then Paul Kruger
administration.

capture site of King Mampuru |
(Mamone Moshate) to
commemorate his resistance to
colonial and apartheid government.

The statue of King Mampuru Il is
erected on the site at Mamone
Moshate

business

2. The impact of the event on the
occupancy rate in local
accommodation facilities

i

Ablution facilities needed
4. Tour guides needs to be
trained
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
President Jacob Zuma 5. Link the site with Manche
renamed the Pretoria Masemola gravesite
Central Prison after Kgosi 6. Marketing the site as an all
Mampuru Il as part of year round tourist attraction
government's heritage 7. Tourism management plan for
programme that includes the site
the restoration of the 8. The need for local
dignity of the people of municipalities to recognise
South Africa and events as tourist attractions
upgrading and and major contributors to
declaration of historic economic growth
sites to ensure a more 9. Engage planning committee to
representative and determine the tourism
inclusive South African multiplier effect of the event
history and heritage. 10. Tourism signage
11. Interpretative signage onsite
MONAMETSE- Fetakgomo-Greater Monametse village | One of the scenic Pending site visit Pending Site visit
SPRING Tubatse highlights in Fetakgomo
WATER municipality is
Monametse spring water
in Leolo mountains,
which is believed to be
inhabited by the water
spirit. The locals believe
that the snake that needs
to be provoked provides
the water
ECHO-STONE Fetakgomo- Greater Phaahlamanoge It is found in the Pending site visit Pending site visit

Tubatse

legendary Leolo
mountains located in
Phaahlamanoge
mountains. This holds a
great diversity of man-
made influence attraction
and cultural believes.
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NAME OF THE
ATTRACTION

MUNICIPALITY

LOCATION

SIGNIFICANCE /
ATTRIBUTES

CURRENT STATUS/
DEVELOPMENTS

INTERVENTION
NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS

When struck "echo
stone" it emits a unique
drum like sound which
visitors find very
fascinating.

TISANE
CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Makhuduthamaga Local
Municipality

Ga-Tisane

Tisane cultural heritage
site which holds the
history of Pedi culture.it
has strong walls, built in
the form of kraals and
they were constructed
wisely by the forefathers
to defend themselves
against enemies. Also,
home of the Matjading
fortress the long passage
between boulders that
leads to a secret cave
beneath rocks. Also,
other caves of fascinating
history that could be of
interest to tourists.

NDT initiative: SRI

Project uncompleted due to lack of
funding.

NDT still waiting for additional
funding to complete the project

LEDET to play a monitoring role on
the project pending additional
funding from NDT

DE HOOP DAM

Elias Motsoaledi local
municipality/
Fetakgomo-Greater
Tubatse local
municipality

Steelpoort

Built on the Steelpoort
River, with a wall
approximately 1 015
metres long and 81
metres high, the De Hoop
Dam is the 13th largest
dam in South Africa and
one of the largest to be
built in the country in the
last 20 years

The Dam is listed on the website of
Fishing Advisor as one of the
best places recommended for
fishing

The SDM in collaboration with
DWS has developed a tourism
master plan for the De Hoop Dam.
SDM and DWS are also in the
process of developing a resource
management plan for the Dam
Sekgape lodge within the area
currently used as residential are for
DWS employees

e Hiking trails: 3 to four hiking
trails which differs in km
from km to 6km at least

¢ Picnic spots along the hiking
trails: perfects spots for
resting during hiking

e Camping site along site the

riverbanks

e Fishing

o Water activities (boat,

canoeing, sailing
competitions etc.)

¢ Dam guided tours
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
o Braai facilities
e Swimming pools
o Other recreational facilities
SEKHUKHUNE Fetakgomo Tubatse Ga-Nkoana Pending site visit NDT initiative: SRI Pending site Pending site visit
CULTURAL visit
VILLAGE/
FETAKGOMO
TOURISM
CENTRE
DI-TRUPA Ephraim Mogale Local Moutse West Celebration of traditional | Annual Event taking place every
FESTIVAL Municipality dances, culture in style January on the 02", just after New e  Determine the impact of
and a way of people Year’'s Day. The event is held the festival on occupancy
embracing their Heritage. | around Ephraim Mogale Local rate of local guest houses
09:00am — 17:30pm, is a | municipality. and lodges
period where traditional Local municipality currently support
and cultural the event and it is IDP aligned e The need for local
performances occur, then municipalities to recognise
from 18:00pm till events as tourist
06:00am the after is attractions and major
celebrated. The after contributors to economic
party is mainly to get growth
everyone comfortable
around and socialize in a
way, as the event attracts
more and more
celebrities each year
around all provinces.
RIBA LA Fetakgomo Tubatse Kgautswane Village | Leribeng la Matahri Currently the site is not visited by a v Hiking trails: 3 to four days
MATHARI local municipality project is a potential lot of tourists but it has the potential hiking trails which differs in

tourism attraction which
is located in the
mountains of
Kgautswane in Tubatse
Local Municipality, about
54km out of Burgersfort.

for growth as it is surrounded by
maijor tourist attraction in Limpopo
Province. Echo Caves, Hanna
Lodge and the Blyde River Canyon
is at a drivable distance.

km from 2km to 6km at
least

v’ Self-catering forest cabins:
starting with three and
increase the number over
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS
The village is under Chief | The undisturbed natural beauty of time depending on
Kgwete. The cave is the area attracts environmental demand
surrounded by a cluster researchers from all the globe v' Picnic spots along the hiking
of limestone and dolomite trails: perfects spots for
Rock Mountains. It forms resting during hiking
part of Kruger to v' Camping site and 4x4 trails
Kanyon Biosphere. The v’ Abseiling
project has a major v Marketing of the potential
potential to attract the attraction
adventure tourists and v Tourism signage
nature tourists given its
land escarpment and
vast plant species of
which most of them have
a medicinal purpose or
are fruit bearing trees
ABELS Fetakgomo Greater R36 between Forming part of the R36 LEDET erected a tourism signage v' Picnic areas or resting areas
ERASMUS Tubatse Ohrigstad and near the Kruger National | on the pass alongside the pass
PASS Manautsa Park and the Molatse needed for tourist to stop

Canyon (or 'Blyde River
Canyon') the pass starts
at 1011m ASL, then
drops down the
Drakensberg
escarpment to the
Olifants River at

508m ASL. It can be
found between the towns
of Ohrigstad (40 km to
the South) and Tzaneen
(95km to the North-East)
and incorporates

the Strijdom Tunnel. This
is @ major pass with a big
altitude variance and

over and take pictures

v Marketing of the pass
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NAME OF THE MUNICIPALITY LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE / CURRENT STATUS/ INTERVENTION
ATTRACTION ATTRIBUTES DEVELOPMENTS NEEDED/DEVELOPMENTS

incorporates 26 bends,

corners and curves over

its length of 9,8 km
MANAUTSA Fetakgomo greater Strijdom Tunnel — The 9km Manoutsa Full time Nature Guide available on | Fencing and ablution facilities is
HIKING TRAIL Tubatse R36 hiking trail begins at the | site appointed by K2C. needed on site
AND THE BIG waterfall next to Strijdom
BAOBAB TREE tunnel on the Abel Local people do not benefit from
IN LEPPELLE Erasmus Pass and ends | the utilization of the trail
VILLAGE in Lepelle Village where

you will have the The waterfall is visited by massive

opportunity to see the big | amount of people for spiritual

baobab tree rooted deep | Rituals performed on the site

inside the village of leaves the site dirty and

Lepelle just down the unattractive which could have

slopes of Abel Erasmus major impact on tourism

Pass. The Manautsa purposes

Trail involves a visit to

the sacred waterfall

which is famous among

the community as

protected by the water

God. Manautsa trail also

offers the opportunity to

see the rarest breeding

bird in South Africa called

Taita Falco. Full time

guide available on site
POTLAKE Fetakgomo Tubatse Near Atok Nature Reserve Pending site visit Pending site visit
NATURE Local Municipality

RESERVE




Implications, key Challenges and Risks

Sekhukhune District can do more to develop the district as an international tourist destination by
emphasising the broader biodiversity, cultural diversity, scenic beauty, and range of tourism
products, and making it easier for tourists to travel through the provision of good tourism routes
and road connectivity.

The unique selling benefits (USBs) of local heritage sites and other tourism facilities in the district
are not effectively profiled and marketed.

Leisure & Business Tourism can generate an income stream for the Sekhukhune district
economy by hosting various business and leisure activities in the district. It can promote and
market the Sekhukhune district to be the destination for leisure and business tourism activities
within the district.

2.4.8. SMMEs Development

SMME Development is a very important aspect of the local economy of the Sekhukhune District.
If properly developed and supported, this sector can provide many employment opportunities for
the community within the district. Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality has a lot of informal
trading activities taking place in the municipality than other Local Municipalities within the district.

Formal and Informal employment

Total employment can be broken down into formal and informal sector employment. Formal sector
employment is measured from the formal business side, and the informal employment is
measured from the household side where formal businesses have not been established.

Formal employment is much more stable than informal employment. Informal employment is
much harder to measure and manage, simply because it cannot be tracked through the formal
business side of the economy. Informal employment is however a reality in South Africa and
cannot be ignored.

The number of formally employed people in Sekhukhune District Municipality counted 87 700 in
2022, which is about 71.61% of total employment, while the number of people employed in the
informal sector counted 34 800 or 28.39% of the total employment. Informal employment in
Sekhukhune increased from 33 500 in 2012 to an estimated 34 800 in 2022.
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Figure 33: Formal and informal employment by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022 [numbers]

25,000 m Formal employment Informal employment
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000 I I
; H _ B —
@ . . - . @ Q& @ ] )
S & & O &L 8 & & &
© A ¢ & &
O N < & < Q &
@'b ) \)(\\ *
&
S

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

In 2022 the Trade sector recorded the highest number of informally employed, with a total of
13 200 employees or 38.09% of the total informal employment. This can be expected as the
barriers to enter the Trade sector in terms of capital and skills required is less than with most of
the other sectors. The Manufacturing sector has the lowest informal employment with 2 900 and
only contributes 8.35% to total informal employment.

Table 38: Formal and informal employment by broad economic sector - Sekhukhune District
Municipality, 2022 [numbers]

Formal employment Informal employment

Agriculture 16,200 N/A
Mining 19,700 N/A
Manufacturing 3,140 2,900
Electricity 637 N/A
Construction 2,790 7,560
Trade 10,300 13,200
Transport 1,200 3,760
Finance 6,970 3,180
Community services 18,400 4,110
Households 8,260 N/A

Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global.

The informal sector is vital for the areas with very high unemployment and very low labour
participation rates. Unemployed people see participating in the informal sector as a survival
strategy. The most desirable situation would be to get a stable formal job. But because the
formal economy is not growing fast enough to generate adequate jobs, the informal sector is

used as a survival mechanism.
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Implications, key challenges, and interventions

The majority of SMMEs in Sekhukhune District tend not to be sustainable in the long run
considering the constraining factors such as lack of business and financial management skills
and informal businesses without trading zones. It is important that existing local businesses be
supported in their development and growth. The success of the implementation of the existing
programmes such as Contractor Development within the district will assist in developing business
capacity through linkages with the big corporates.

One of the concerns raised by most SMME’s during primary research was the relationship
between SDM and the SMME’s. They believe that more needs to be done to establish a strong
relationship which will pave way for effective communication for their grievances to be heard.
Therefore, establishing an SMME help desk in the district could curb the gap and enforce effective
communication between SDM and SMME'’s.

The success of SMME'’s in the business environment is also reliant on continual support through
training and regularly updating the SMME’s database. This is essential as it provides an analysis
of the business landscape of SMME's that have managed to survive during harsh economic times.

The SMME'’s are further affected by challenges relating to tough economic times, stiff competition
with cheap substitutes from Foreign Nationals, lack of technical and business management skills;
Insufficient capital and lack of access to funding; Lack of access to markets; and compliance with
regulations.

Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA) facilitates capacity building, coaching and
mentorships, technical training, and facilitation of funding co-ordinated by partners in the SMME
Ecosystem. SDM has put skills development and SMME’s and Cooperative Support through
grand funding as one of the LED projects in the 2024/2025 IDP, the municipality will implement
these projects in collaboration with SEDA, National Youth Development Agency and other
stakeholders.

Summary of Challenges

e The economic potential of the district may be undermined by demographic, infrastructural
and spatial challenges alluded to elsewhere in this chapter.

e The Sekhukhune economy is excessively reliant on public sector funding with community
services being a major contributor to GDP in the area.

e Most revenue flows out of the Sekhukhune economy as residents and businesses source
and sell their goods and services outside the district.

e Decline in global demands for the minerals produced in the area, continued water scarcity
and the increasing mechanization of platinum mining could affect Sekhukhune’s mining
industry negatively in the future

o Insufficient beneficiation and value-adding activities occur within the Sekhukhune
economy at present.

e Maximizing the use of ICT to gain access to untapped markets outside the region and
taking advantage of globalization

e Commercial agriculture is coming under increasing pressure as rising input costs; a
stronger local currency, lower commodity prices and external competition take their toll.
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e Subsistence farming continues to dominate the agricultural sector in Sekhukhune,
which is further affected adversely by global warming and declining interest in the sector.

e The district’s tourism potential is not being fully exploited yet because of a lack of tourism
infrastructure and poor related services.

e The skills profile in the district is low, due to the low level of education. This will result in
the economy failing to manage any developmental intervention that the district may come
up with.

¢ Insufficient funding to implement programmes and projects identified in the LED strategy.

e Inability of the district to attract investment in tourism and the development of attractive
tourism packages to ensure local and international tourist spend more than just a day or
two in Sekhukhune

e Integration and marketing of key tourism attraction with those of other districts within the
province to ensure synergy

2.4.9. Sekhukhune Development Agency (SDA)
Introduction to SDA

The Sekhukhune Development Agency (SDA), established in 2008 and operationalized in 2009,
is a wholly owned entity of the Sekhukhune District Municipality. Positioned at an early
developmental stage, the agency seeks to balance its developmental ambitions with operational
challenges, often constrained by limited resources. SDA's statutory and legal framework includes
compliance with the Companies Act No. 71 of 2008, Municipal Systems Act No. 32 of 2000 (and
its 2011 amendment), Municipal Finance Management Act No. 56 of 2003, and a Provincial
Gazette By-Law (No. 1863).

Despite its efforts, SDA has struggled to achieve its objectives over the past decade, primarily
due to undercapitalization. Reliance on the municipality for operational costs and a lack of funding
for capital projects have hindered progress. To address this, the agency is focused on public-
private funding mobilization, building partnerships with entities like IDC, NEF, NDA, NYDA, and
private investors. A new board strategy includes engaging financial mobilization companies on a
risk-based, success-driven model.

Strategic Goals

SDA's goals are centred on driving economic growth and fostering sustainable development.
These include:

Economic Development: Initiate and implement high-impact economic projects.
Financial Sustainability: Establish a stable and sustainable financial base.

Strategic Partnerships: Promote rural industrialization and form impactful partnerships.
Job Creation: Generate sustainable employment opportunities for local communities.
Investment Attraction: Encourage and secure sustainable investments for regional
growth.

6. Human Capital Development: Attract and retain skilled professionals.

aRrwb =

Priority Projects
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SDA's priority projects aim to unlock economic opportunities and enhance the region's
development. These include:

o Policy and Implementation: Strengthening operational frameworks.

o« De Hoop Resource Management Plan: Advancing recreational and economic projects.
o Yellow Lily Arum Festival: Establishing a signature annual event.

o Mixed-Use Precinct: Developing multi-purpose facilities.

o Enterprise Supplier Development Program: Supporting local SMMEs.

o Transport Planning and Management: Establishing this essential function.

e Tourism Route Implementation: Enhancing the region's tourism appeal.

o Alternative Energy Installations: Powering water treatment plants.

o Development of Land ERF 488: Advancing asset utilization.

e ICT and Broadband: Expanding connectivity.

e FT SEZ Park Implementation: Serving as an implementing agent for the SEZ park.

o Skills Development: Preparing locals for industrial and entrepreneurial opportunities.
e Investment Promotion: Hosting the CEO Sector Outreach Program.

o Cotton Industry Revitalization: Rejuvenating a key local industry.

e Branding and Marketing: Elevating SDA’s profile and visibility.

e Mining and Land Rehabilitation: Addressing environmental sustainability.

SDA is committed to driving transformative economic development in Sekhukhune, leveraging
strategic partnerships and targeted investments to realize sustainable growth and prosperity for
the region.

2.5. BASIC SERVICE DELIVERY, INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL
SERVICES

The information on analysis of basic service delivery was taken from variety of
sources including Statistics SA, communities within the SDM (through community
consultation), internal departmental inputs, and other spheres of government.

2.5.1. Access to Water

Sekhukhune District Municipality is both a Water Services Authority and a Water Services
Provider in accordance with its powers and functions in terms of the Water Services Act, Act 108
of 1997. This makes its primary function in terms of service delivery to be that of the provision of
water. The 811 villages within the district are supplied with water from 45 water supply schemes.

The Municipality is currently providing full water services in the main towns of Burgersfort, Marble
Hall, Groblersdal, Steelpoort and Ohrigstad. These areas have access to other high-level
services such as refuse removal and roads infrastructure.

The most villages in the vast rural areas are being provided with ground water as alternative
sources and water tankers where necessary. Most of the rural villages in the Flag Boshielo Water
Scheme receive water services in a much more improved way than other villages within the
district.
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In 2017-2018 financial year, a number of villages have begun to receive basic water provided by
a main pipe from De Hoop dam, namely: Mpelegane, Maepa, Ratau, Maphopha, Rantho, Masha,
Malekana and Maseven. This is a notable progress as De Hoop dam’s provision is beginning to

reach villages.

The following tables provide the history of water access by the households within the district.
The tables include Census 2011/2022.

Table 39: Access to piped water: 2011

Municipality Piped water access | No piped water access | Total
Ephraim Mogale 27 102 (84%) 5181 (16%) 32 283
Elias Motsoaledi 40 195 (66,7%) 20 056 (33,3%) 60 251
Makhuduthamaga 47 802 (73,3%) 17 416 (26,7%) 65218
Fetakgomo Tubatse | 83 175 (78%) 22 877 (22%) 106 052
Sekhukhune 198 272 (75.2) 65 530 (24.8) 263 802

Source: Census (2011)

Table 40: Access to piped water: 2022

Municipality Piped (tap) Piped (tap) water Piped (tap) water on | No access to
water inside the | inside the yard communal stand piped water
dwelling

Fetakgomo 35640 32 048 28 810 50 669

Tubatse

Makhuduthamaga 14 810 17 456 22615 23616

Elias Motsoaledi 24 592 14 547 10993 29 004

Ephraim Mogale 10 122 11702 2014 12115

Sekhukhune 85 165 75 753 64 432 115 404

Source: Census (2022)
Table 41: 2022 Access to Piped Water
Municipality Sekhukhune Fetakgomo Makhuduthamaga Elias Ephraim
District Tubatse Motsoaledi Mogale
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Piped (tap) water 85165 | 25.0% | 35640 | 24% 14 810 18.9% 24592 | 31.1% | 10122 | 28.2%
inside the dwelling
Piped (tap) water 75753 | 22.2% |32048 | 21% 17456 22.2% 14547 | 18.4% | 11702 | 32.5%
inside the yard
Piped (tap) wateron | 64432 | 18.9% | 28810 | 19.6% | 22615 | 28.8% 10993 | 13.9% | 2014 | 5.6%
community stand
No access to piped 115404 | 33.9% | 50669 | 34.4% | 23616 | 30.1% 29004 | 36.7% | 12115 | 33.7%
water

Source: Census 2022
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Households in Sekhukhune district with access to piped water was recorded as 24.8% in 2011
(65 530 households) which has increased to 25% (85 165) in 2022. Whereas households with no
access to piped water was 75.2% (198 272 households) and the backlog has been reduced to
33.9% (115 404) in 2022. Majority of households with no access to piped water are found in
Fetakgomo Tubatse followed by Elias Motsoaledi according to both Census 2011 and 2022.

The Municipality within Sekhukhune District with the highest number of households with piped
water inside the dwelling is Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality with 35 640 or a share of 24%
of the households with piped water inside the dwelling within Sekhukhune District Municipality.
The Municipality with the lowest number of households with piped water inside the dwelling is
Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality with a total of 10 122 or a share of 28.2% of the total
households with piped water inside the dwelling within Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Figure 34: Access to Piped Water and Backlog

Access to piped water (%)

Access to piped water (°

pe

Source: Census 2022

The Sekhukhune District has prepared a Water Services Development Plan (WSDP) that was
first developed in 2005 and updated annually (last updated in 2015/2016 financial year). The
raising of Flag Boshielo Dam by five meters has been completed by the then DWAE. The De
Hoop Dam has also been completed to increase the district's capacity to provide water to its
communities. These two dams will improve the state of water provision in the district, and these
will eventually increase tourism and other development opportunities in the area.

The district has developed a Community Water Supplies Master Plan (Bulk Water Master Plan).
This enables the district and its implementing agents to achieve its WSDP objectives. The
intention is also to investigate alternative technical options for supplying specific areas with
water, and to ensure coordination and implementation of water supply infrastructure. Early
findings of these studies reveal that groundwater is a major water resource for most Sekhukhune
households — and will continue to do so in the future.

a) Water Sources
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The water sources found in SDM include Ground water, Wells, Rivers, Pools, Dams (20 small
dams and 2 major Dams i.e., Flag Boshielo and De Hoop).

SDM relies on two major rivers where two large dams are located within its jurisdiction Flag
Boshielo Dam on the Olifants River at full storage capacity of 185.2 million cubic metres (110%)
in January 2020, source DWS. De Hoop Dam on the Steelpoort River at full storage capacity of
348.7 million cubic metres (81, 2%), January 2020; source DWS

Olifants River abstraction points are as follows:

e 15.7Ml/day of raw water at the abstraction point in Groblersdal WTW

e 11.5Ml/day of raw water at the abstraction point in Flag Boshielo WTW

e 60 Ml/day of raw water at the abstraction point in Olifantspoort WTW (6Ml/day is
allocated for SDM villages

Conjunctive use of surface and ground water sources is preferred in Sekhukhune District.
Promotion of conjunctive use of ground and surface water sources must be encouraged during
the planning phase where feasible. Efficient and effective use of ground water sources must be
integrated into surface bulk water supply schemes,

The cost of operating and maintaining local water treatment works and production boreholes
should be compared to the cost of operating and maintaining regional surface water schemes,
before ground water sources can be declared redundant, once surface water schemes have been
commissioned.

The cost of water from existing groundwater schemes and local treatment works may be cheaper
than water from surface water schemes, in this case the communities must be made aware of the
water balance rather than acceding to their demand for surface water only. Ground water
development must always continue even in areas where there is bulk surface water supply,
Surface water and ground water sources must always augment each other, Rainwater harvesting
must also be considered for contribution to the water balance.

b) Water Resources in the Sekhukhune District:

Table 42: Total water resources (kl/day)

Water resource Capacity developed Potential to be developed Total
Ground water 54, 207 45,718 99,924
Surface water 67, 787 76, 676 144, 463
Total 121, 994 122, 394 244, 388

Source: Water Services Master Plan (2015)

Table 43: Total water balance (probable scenario) (kl/day) if all water infrastructure is functional
2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

Developed | 121,994 | 121,994 | 121,994 | 121,994 | 121,994 | 121,994 | 121, 994

water
resources
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Total 88, 197 105, 067 | 140,298 155, 332 | 171,276 | 186, 680 | 201, 429
water

demand

Balance 33, 797 16, 927 -18, 304 -33,338 | 49,282 | -64,686 |-79,435

Source: Water Services Master Plan (2015)

Water resources salient points:
o Water transfers out of the municipal area includes the existing Olifants-Sand River Water
Transfer Scheme where water is transferred from Olifantspoort Weir to Polokwane LM.
e Each Water Scheme has a water safety plan covering the WTWs operated by SDM or
LNW.
¢ Blue drop and green drop scores are recorded in the DWS geo data base, WSDP and 5
year reliability water and sanitation plan.

c) Free Basic Water

Most Sekhukhune households can be defined as poor/indigent - where the total income is below
R1, 500 per month. In 2019/2020, approximately 79% of the households in Sekhukhune was in
this category. These are the households to which Free Basic Water (FBW) must be supplied and
to whom the Equitable Share subsidy applies.

d) Status Quo on Bulk Water Supply Schemes
o Moutse West & East Bulk Water Supply Scheme (MW&EBWSS)

The scheme commenced with infrastructure planning in 2005 for feasibility study and technical
designs. Construction commenced in 2011. The Groblersdal WTW was planned to be upgraded
from 18MI/d to 36MI/d as part of the water provision to MW & EBWSS.
The project intents to provide bulk water supply to about 30 543 household in Moutse East and
approximately 9 934 household in Moutse West. The project commenced in 2005/2006 for
planning and 2010/2011 for construction.
The following villages are planned to benefit from the scheme:
Moutse East: Kgobokwane, Walkraal A, Manganeng, Ga-Matlala, Walkraal C, Stompo,
Mpheleng, Mabuyeni, Joe Slovo Park, Magakadimeng, Ramaphosa, Moteti A, Theareng, Moteti
B, Lusaka, Moteti C, Mzimdala, Ten Morgen, Five Morgen, Elokhishini, Tambo Square,

Malaeneng, Ntwane/Mametse, Marapong, Thabakhubedu, Phookwane, Phukukane

In Moutse West: Malebitsa, Driefontein, Uitvlugt, Rathoke, Spitspunt, Metsanangwana,
Tshikanosi, Makola, Matlerekeng, Mokgwaneng, Mamaneng, Matlala, Ramosheba

Challenges

£ The continuous legal disputes regarding the professional fees between the Municipality
and the Consulting Engineers
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£ There were also delays due to late delivery of material and approval of variation orders
during the construction period which let to cost implications which affected the project
budget.

+ The accumulated delays let to the financial claims by both the Consulting Engineers and

the Contractor.

Previously disruptions from business forums

+ Vandalised and dilapidated sections along the constructed bulk pipeline

i

Proposed Interventions

% Amicable solutions reached to settle the disputes and Consultant will be paid based on
the work done.

4+ DWS construction to continue with current phases under implementation

4 Consultant is busy assessing the work done and costing of the outstanding works to be
executed

+ DWS Construction to prepare the revised construction programme and submit to the
Consultant and SDM for approval

4+ Remedial work under conditional assessment project to fix the vandalised and
dilapidated sections,

. Lebalelo Bulk Water Supply Scheme (LBWSS)

The scheme commenced with infrastructure planning in 2016 for feasibility study and technical
designs. Construction commenced in 2017. The scheme depends on Mooihoek WTW as the
water source at current capacity of 12Ml/d and planned to be upgraded to 24Ml/d. The Scheme
also depends on ground water (9 boreholes) which yields a total 2.93Ml/d.

The following villages are planned to benefit from the scheme:
e Ga Maroga, Driekop, Ga Riba, River cross, Madiseng, Frans, Mandela, Motlolo &
Mashamothane
e The above will be completed in 2020/2021 financial year.

Challenges

v" The construction of the scheme is affected by the social challenges of subcontracting,
mainly from the informal business forums within the communities.

Proposed Interventions

v" The social facilitation must be improved to ensure that projects are not affected.

¢ Flag Boshielo Bulk Water Supply Scheme (FB-BWSS)
Flag Boshielo Scheme supply water to the following four Local Municipalities; Ephraim Mogale,
Elias Motsoaledi and Makhuduthamaga which are within the district with a total estimated
population of 131 000 and about 156 villages. The main bulk water infrastructure of Flag Boshielo

Scheme is the dam, the Water Treatment Works, bulk pipelines of about 387km,10 pump stations
and 88 storage reservoirs.
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The dam wall was raised in 2006 to increase the catchment of raw water. The plant was initially
designed to serve a population of 100 000, about 56 villages, with a capacity of 8 mega litres per
day (Ml/d). It is currently being upgraded to 16Ml/d due to high demand based on extension of
households which affected the basic provision of water services.

Table 44: The following villages are planned to benefit from the scheme:
Western Side

Village Household Status
Elandskraal 1310 Benefiting
Morarela/ Hinlopen 524 Benefiting
Mbuzini/ Weltevrede 284 Benefiting
Tsansabela/ Van Der Merwes Kraal 1061 Benefiting
Dicheoung/ Doornpoort 358 Benefiting
Northern Side

Village Household Status
Tompi Seleka Agri College 198 Benefiting
B2 Matseding 208 Benefiting
B3 Phetwane 296 Benefiting
B4 Magalatsane 165 Benefiting
B5 Krokodilheuvel 168 Benefiting
B6 Setlaboswane 118 Benefiting
B7 Thabanapitsi 96 Benefiting
B8 Mmakgwabe 121 Benefiting
Malope 102 Benefiting

Northern East Side

Village Household Status

Mooihoek 563 Benefiting
Tsimanyane 77 Benefiting
Mohlotsi 269 Benefiting
Masanteng 165 Benefiting
Makhutso 169 Benefiting
Serageng 110 Benefiting
Ga-Mampana 112 Benefiting
Semahlakole 73 Benefiting
Sehusane 86 Benefiting
Masehlaneng 37 Benefiting
Maraganeng 12 Benefiting
Maswanyaneng 37 Benefiting
Pitsaneng 6 Benefiting
Ditholong 239 Benefiting
Letebejane 174 Benefiting
Makgatle A 136 Benefiting
Makgatle B 86 Benefiting
Mamphokgo North 386 Benefiting

Mamphokgo South 242 Benefiting
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Northern East Side

Village Household Status

Moganyaka North 280 Benefiting
Moganyaka South 176 Benefiting
Manapsane 374 Benefiting
Leeufontein 1261 Benefiting
Moeding 40 Benefiting
Puleng B 11 Benefiting
Puleng A 10 Benefiting
Dikgalaopeng 65 Benefiting
Ga Mmela 239 Benefiting
Goru 174 Benefiting
Mohlaotwana A& B 136 Benefiting
Serithing 143 Benefiting
Mmatilo 86 Benefiting
Mmotwaneng 56 Benefiting
Mabitsi B 29 Benefiting
Vaalbank 22 Benefiting
Mabitsi A 20 Benefiting
Ngwalemong B 27 Benefiting
Ngwalemong A 25 Benefiting
Selebaneng 21 Benefiting
Makhutso 23 Benefiting
Manotelwaneng 34 Benefiting
Ga-Masha 103 Benefiting
Moomane South 130 Benefiting
Klip 17 Benefiting
Mabintwane 117 Benefiting
Greenside 17 Benefiting
Phokwane 255 Benefiting
Mohlarekoma 37 Benefiting
Mogodi 13 Benefiting
Brooklyn 31 Benefiting
Mogaladi 375 Benefiting
Moomane North 28 Benefiting
Sephoto 7 Benefiting
Goodhope 31 Benefiting
Mathapisa 23 Benefiting
Mathukuthela 11 Benefiting
Zoetvelden 8 Benefiting
Kome 105 Benefiting

Challenges

4 The above village relies mainly on surface water sources from Flag Boshielo WTW which

is under design capacity.

<+ The illegal connections are affecting the continues supply of water.

% The extensions and new settlements are not metered.
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+ Lack Water Conservation & Water Demand Management (WC&WDM).

Proposed Interventions

+ Upgrading and completion of the WTW from 8Ml/day to 16Ml/day

+ Authorized the illegal connections

+ Budget for extension and new settlements

+ The combination of different water sources can be used to supplement the water

supply

¢ Mooihoek Bulk Water Supply Scheme (MBWSS)
The scheme commenced with infrastructure planning in 2005 for feasibility study and technical
designs. Construction commenced in 2006 from phase 1 to 4. The scheme depends on Mooihoek
WTW as the water source at current capacity of 12MI/d and planned to be upgraded to 24Mi/d.
The project intent to provide bulk water supply to about 40 000 household in MBWSS.

The following villages are planned to benefit from the scheme:
Burgersfort, Dresden, Praktiseer, Manoke, Bothashoek, Alverton, Ga- Motodi & Makgemeng

Challenges
v Limitation of funds (RBIG which funding through indirect grant)
v lllegal connection on the main bulk pipeline

Proposed Interventions
v" The funding must then be prioritized to ensure the completion of the scheme
timeously
v Authorize connection on the take-offs from the main pipeline and install water meters.

e Nebo Plateau Bulk Water Supply Scheme (NP-BWSS): Nkadimeng Water
Supply Scheme (NK-WSS)

The NK-WSS commenced with infrastructure planning in 2006 for feasibility study and technical
designs. Construction commenced in 2011. The scheme depends on Nkadimeng WTW at the
design capacity of 2.5MI/d. The project is intended to provide water supply to 17 400 household
47 villages. The project commenced in 2005/2006 for planning and construction.

Challenges
4+ The Nkadimeng dam yield has dropped
4+ The illegal connections in the scheme
4+ The capturing of projects by local business forums
4+ Lack of operation and maintenance

Proposed Interventions
- Test the existing boreholes in the area and if suitable, incorporate them into the scheme
for augmentation
- Awareness campaigns required and implementation of by-laws
- National Treasury needs to clearly provide explanation of the 30% subcontracting.
- The municipality needs to improve on operation and maintenance
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¢ Nebo Plateau Bulk Water Supply Scheme (NP-BWSS): Malekana to Jane Furse
Bulk Water Supply (ML-WS)

The ML-WS commenced with infrastructure planning in November 2006 for feasibility study and
technical designs. Construction commenced in 2011. The scheme depends on Malekana WTW
at the design capacity of 12Ml/d and Jane-Furse command reservoir at the storage capacity of
25MI. The project is intended to provide water supply to 65 040 household 115 villages. The
project commenced in 2010/2011 for planning and construction.

Challenges
# Dilapidated on pumps and motors along the pump stations
+ Insufficient electrical capacity
+ Expired contracts of both PSPs

Proposed Interventions

*

Appoint PSP to perform conditional assessment to complete the commissioning
Notify in writing PSPs of expired contract

Inspect and verify the pipelines and installations to continue testing

Attend to snag list items as per list items

Electro Systems to do electrical tests and commissioning procedures.

Confirm the alignment of pumps and motor bearings are in order.

Test and commission of 25MI Jane Furse Reservoir

Install additional telemetry and instrumentation required for pump protection.

Repair damaged chamber between pump station 1 and the WTW and install new
control valve.

FEFEFEEFEEE

e Nebo Plateau Bulk Water Supply Scheme (NP-BWSS): Vergelegen - Water
Supply

This system is severely over-stretched. An investigation revealed higher than expected usage of
water in the Jane Furse area of a total of 5.54 Ml/day. The higher than predicted water demand
of Jane Furse Low-Cost Housing scheme at 3.45 Ml/day can be directly attributable to the
installation of water-borne sewerage on this housing scheme. This has had the effect of increasing
daily consumption from a basic use of around 25 I/capita to about 200l/capita/day.

The minimum water supply needed to sustain a water-borne system sewerage system is between
60 to 90 l/capita/day. The minimum water supply needed to sustain a water-borne system
sewerage system is between 60 to 90 I/capita/day. This highlights the inappropriateness of water-
borne sewerage for low-cost housing settlements without an accompanying additional water
supply and proper metering and billing to keep usage within limits.

The design capacity of the Vergelegen WTW is 5.12 Ml/day and similar to the dam it was also
operating well over its design capacity (108%) in 2005 and way beyond the sustainable yield of
the dam. This led to the implementation of a temporary Flag Boshielo connection from Phokwane
and the De Hoop Dam to Jane Furse (Nebo Plateau) Bulk Water Supply Phase 1.

Challenges
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+ The silting of the Vergelegen dam affecting the raw water supply to the WTW

+ The non-implementation of water conservation and water demand management
+ lllegal connection affects the continues water supply

4+ Delays in commissioning Malekane to Jane-Furse bulk water supply pipeline

Proposed Interventions:
+ Engagement with DWS to maintain the Dam and reduce the silting
+ Implementation of Water Conservation and Water Demand Management
+ Authorize the illegal connection

¢ Olifantspoort South Bulk Water Schemes (OSBWS)

The Olifantspoort South Bulk Water Schemes is planned to benefit about 16 275 households once
the scheme is completed.

Challenges
+ The population has increased and affected the availability of water versus the water
demand
4+ The funding to complete the scheme is not sufficient
4+ The villages under Fetakgomo area are experiencing illegal connection which affects the
consistency of water supply

Proposed Interventions

1. The new technical report has been submitted to DWS for the coverage of new settlements
and extensions for the southern side of the scheme (Atok areas).

2. The required funding is also reflecting in the technical report under costing of the new
infrastructure

3. The authorization of illegal connection, consultation, and awareness to ensure that the water
conservation and water demand management is implemented

¢ Groblersdal to Luckau Bulk Water Scheme (GL-BWS)

The Groblersdal-Luckau bulk water scheme (BWS) receives water from the Groblersdal Water
Treatment works which abstract raw water from the Olifants River. Raw water is pumped from the
river into the plant for purification. The capacity of the water treatment plant is 22ML/day and is
currently being upgraded to 40ML/day. There are also several boreholes which augment water
supply from the Groblersdal Water Treatment Works.

The Groblersdal-Luckau BWS receives treated water from the Groblersdal Water treatment
Works and directs water to fifteen villages and one semi urban settlement that receives potable
water through a network of pumping mains, gravity mains, command reservoirs, service reservoirs
and pump stations within Elias Motsoaledi local Municipality in the Sekhukhune District
Municipality. Most of the villages are located north-east of Groblersdal town adjacent to the road
from Groblersdal town to Nebo.

The plant is also designed to pump water to Groblersdal town and the Moutse bulk water supply
scheme, these 2 schemes are outside the scope of this study. The above scheme is planned to
benefit households about 19505 once completed.
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Challenges

E e

e

Ageing of old asbestos bulk pipelines and associated system components;

Rapid growth of villages exhausting the system capacity;

Pipeline isolation valves on most of the pipelines are not effective due to ageing;
Vandalism of critical system components;

Inadequate O&M budgets and operational teams to maintain infrastructure;
Extensive water loss due to leakages in the reticulation;

Unauthorized illegal connections on rising mains;

Inadequate bulk water supply from the Groblersdal Water Treatment Work;
Inadequate bulk infrastructure such as storage facilities and transmission pipeline;

Proposed Interventions

+
Il

+

The upgrading of bulk water pipeline and replace of asbestos pipes

Modification and refurbishment of the Groblersdal WTW clear water pump station to
reduce the effect of flooding

Additional water storages and upgrading of electrical transformers

o Cabornatites to Zaaiplaas Sub — Bulk Water Schemes

The scheme is dependable on the completion of a 3.8MI command reservoir and pumping main
pipeline from Spitskop catchment (small dam). The scheme will cover the total of 1822 household
once completed

Challenges

+

+
+

The above village relies mainly on alternative water sources such as boreholes and well
fields which has limited yields to meet the water demand.

The incomplete command reservoir affects the whole sub-scheme to function

The construction of distribution reservoirs and supply water pipelines are practically
completed and not functioning due to non-completion of command reservoir

Proposed Interventions

L
4
+

Completion of command reservoir must be prioritized and completed.
The pumping main water supply pipeline and the pump station be completed
The combination of different water sources can be used to supplement the water supply

Water Services Operations and Maintenance

The National Treasury requirement is 8% spend on asset value

SDM has a draft Operational and Maintenance Plan dated April 2018, which will provide
Asset Management Support.

Reliable water service delivery is a major issue for revenue collection.
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Challenges

Interventions

e Unavailability of surface and
ground water (drought affecting
dams and Boreholes)

o lllegal water connections

e Community high expectations/lack
of information to the communities
(Possible service delivery protests)

e Mushrooming of Business fora in all
communities.

e Encroachment on the existing
infrastructure (Servitudes, Theft,
vandalism and unauthorised
connections)

e Water Use License approval by
DWS

e Delays by Eskom to connect
electricity and energise Projects

e Conjunctive use of ground and surface
water sources. Implementation of
Water Conservation and Water
Demand Management (WCWDM),
continues ground water management.

e Community awareness campaigns
and Implementation of By-Laws

e Improvement of Customer Services
for effective communication

e Implementation of approved SDM
(Learner Contractor Development
Programme and Small Business
Enterprise)

e Continuous engagement with DWS to
approve the Water Use Licences

e Engagement with ESKOM to prioritise
the energising of projects with the
planned period of construction

2.5.2. Sanitation

The provision of sanitation in Sekhukhune also faces considerable challenges at present. The
situation is more of a concern than it was the case with water. Only 24.4% of Sekhukhune
households flushing toilets in 2022. The sanitation backlog is primarily within the rural villages,
comprising 73.7% in 2022 which shows improvement as compared to 78% in 2011 of households

without adequate sanitation.

The SDM has different households that use different types of toilet facilities. Almost all towns in
the district use flushing toilets while in the rural areas there are few households that use flushing
toilets. The rest of the population in the rural areas of the district use pit latrines.

The following tables provide the history of sanitation access by the households within the district.
The tables include Census 2022/2011 and Community Survey 2016.
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Figure 35: Sanitation type Sekhukhune District: 2022
Main Toilet Facilities (%)

t Facimes (%

m

Flush toilet Chemical toilet Pit toilet

Source: Census 2022

Table 45: Household access to sanitation considering Census 2011 and 2016 community survey

Municipality Flush/chemical toilets Other

2011 2016 2011 2016
Fetakgomo Tubatse 7 820 13 802 98 231 111 661
Makhuduthamaga 3 009 3009 62 208 61 760
Ephraim Mogale 4 067 4213 28 217 29723
Elias Motsoaledi 7792 10 209 52 459 56 149
Sekhukhune 22 687 31233 241 114 259 293

Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016)




Table 46: Sanitation type per municipality:

Census 2022

MUNICIPALITY Flush % Chemical | % Pit % Bucket | % Other % None %
Toilets Toilets Toilets Toilets

Fetakgomo Tubatse | 34 849 23.7% | 2978 2.0% | 101527 |69.0% | 2539 1.7% | 2449 1.7% | 2 825 1.9%

Makhuduthamaga 14 042 17.9% | 967 1.2% | 60 457 77.0% | 1035 1.3% | 1287 1.6% | 710 0.9%

Elias Motsoaledi 24 847 31.4% 1917 2.4% | 47 214 59.7% | 1943 2.5% | 2307 2.9% | 908 1.1%

Ephraim Mogale 9400 26.1% | 592 1.6% | 23 960 66.6% | 628 1.7% | 967 2.7% | 406 1.1%

Sekhukhune 83 138 24.4% | 6454 1.9% | 233158 |68.4% |6 144 1.8% |7 011 2.1% | 4 849 1.4%

Source: Census 2022

128
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According to the tables above, Sekhukhune District Municipality had a total number of 22 687
flush toilets in 2011 which has increased to 83 138 in 2022. Ventilation Improved Pit (VIP) remain
the largest sanitation service in the district with a number of 233 158 after SDM implemented a
massive sanitation programme of VIP Toilets to various households in the 2016/17, 2017/18 &
2018/19 financial years whereby 25 395 VIP Sanitation units were built across the district as part
of providing communities with sanitation.

Table 47 above shows that the local municipality within Sekhukhune with the highest number of
flush toilets is Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality with 34 849 followed by Elias Motsoaledi
with its share of 24 847 flush toilets within Sekhukhune. The local municipalities with the lower
number of flush toilets is Makhuduthamaga with 14 042 and the lowest being Ephraim Mogale
Local Municipality with a total of 9 400 flush toilets within Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Figure 36: Sanitation Backlog
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Source: South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423. Data compiled on 10 Oct 2023. © 2023 S&P Global

According to South Africa Regional eXplorer v2423, when looking at the sanitation backlog
(number of households without hygienic toilets) over time, it can be seen that in 2012 the number
of Households without any hygienic toilets in Sekhukhune District Municipality was 175 000, this
increased annually at a rate of 0.49% to 184 000 in 2022.

The total number of households within Sekhukhune District Municipality increased at an average
annual rate of 1.76% from 2012 to 2022, which is higher than the annual increase of 1.62% in the
number of households in South Africa. With high in-migration into a region, the number of
households increases, putting additional strain on household infrastructure. In the short to
medium term this can result in an increase in the number of households not living in a formal
dwelling, as the provision of household infrastructure usually takes time to deliver.
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Challenges and Interventions

Challenges Interventions

Financial Constraints to address the Sanitation projects are implemented annually

sanitation backlogs. based on the MIG allocation to reduce the
backlogs

Provision of honey suckers to existing
sanitation toilets as part of operation and
maintenance

Poor sanitation and lack of hygienic practices | Health and Hygienic training and awareness
and storage facilities enable transmission of | campaigns are implemented during project
water-borne germs. implementation and after completion

2.5.3. Municipal Health Services and Environmental Management

The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 (Act No: 108 of 1996) allocates Municipal
Health Services (MHS) as a Local Government function under Part B of Schedule 4, section
156(1)(a). On the other hand, the National Health Act, 2003, defines Municipal Health Services
(MHS) as follows:

- Waste management

- Water quality monitoring

- Health surveillance of premises

- Surveillance and prevention of communicable diseases excluding immunisations

- Vector control

- Environmental pollution control

- Disposal of the dead

- Food control

- Chemical safety
For effective and efficient achievement of these elements the following challenges need to be
addressed:

> Understaffing:

The population of the Sekhukhune District is 1100 000.The District has 20 Environmental Health
Practitioners (EHPs) and the standard norm as per World Health Organization is 1 EHP is to
10 000 people. As per this ratio, we need 90 EHPs in order to meet the standard.

> Office Accommodation.

There is no infrastructure for office accommodation of the personnel.

> Limited budget
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Insufficient budget makes it difficult to fully render enforcement of the legislations which governs
the above listed nine (9) functional areas.

> Tools of trade.
Lack of tools of trade hinders smooth delivery of Municipal Health Services
2.5.3.1. Waste Management

In terms of section 84 of the Municipal structures Act, 117 of 1998 section 84(1)(iii) a district
municipality can only be involved with a waste disposal facility where that facility will involve
f/include more than local municipality in the district. Waste Management forms an important part
of basic service delivery in Sekhukhune District Municipality. The district has developed the
Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP). Refuse removal services is being provided mostly
in urban centers, townships and recently in some rural areas within the district.

Waste recycling in the district is taking a good shape since the inception of Sekhukhune District
Waste Management Forum constituted by various National and Provincial government
departments, Local Municipalities and chaired by Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Involvement of private sector e.g., PRASA, PETCO, Collect A Can etc. enables effective recycling
of waste and discussions are underway for local recyclers to reclaim recyclables from industrial
premises.

To enhance waste recycling within the district, Sekhukhune District Recycling Forum has been
established. The district has introduced School Recycling project wherein about 108 schools are
participating in waste separation at source for recycling purposes. In support of Small Micro
Medium Enterprises (SMMES), recyclers are collecting recyclables from participating schools.

Furthermore, separation of office wastepaper for recycling done at SDM Bareki Mall offices and
this has been encouraged to government departments within Sekhukhune District. The district

view waste recycling as a reliable measure to waste management.

Table 47: Landfill sites in Sekhukhune District Municipality

MUNICIPALITY | DISPOSA | PERMITTED/ ACCESS COMPACTIO | COMMENTS
L SITE NOT AND PERMIT N
No.
SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
Elias Rossenek | Permitted as a The site is well | No Waste is
Motsoaledi al Landfill | GCB* fenced with a compaction disposed-off
Local Site Permit no: 12/4/10- | lockable gate done on an
Municipality A/15/GS1 Access is unlined area
restricted and there is

no operation
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MUNICIPALITY | DISPOSA | PERMITTED/ ACCESS COMPACTIO | COMMENTS
L SITE NOT AND PERMIT N
No.
during working and
hours only maintenance
of the facility.
Hlogotlou | Licensed as a GCB- | Transfer Not The facility is
Transfer Licence No: station operational revamped
Station 12/14/10 -A/1/GS2 adjacent to the but waste is
old one site is still dumped
developed with and burnt at
palisate fence the old site.
and lockable
gate
Groblersd | Permitted as a The site is Compaction Operational
al Landfill | GMB. developed. daily
Site Licence no: 12/4/10- | Fenced with
B/10/M3 lockable gates.
Access
restricted to
working hours.
Ephraim Marble Permitted as a The site is well | Compaction Waste
Mogale Local Hall G:M:B fenced with a done but not | compaction
Municipality Landfill 16/2/7/B300/D58/Z1 | lockable gate effective due | and covering
Site Access is to the type of | must be
restricted machinery done on daily
during working | used basis
hours only (bulldozer) Waste
reporting
Makhuduthama | Jane Permitted as a GCB | The site is well | Compaction Operational
ga Local Furse fenced with of waste is
Municipality Landfill lockable gate done on daily
Site There are basis
security
personnel on
site
Fetakgomo- Burgersfor | Permit no: Fenced with Compaction Applied for
Tubatse Local t Landfill 16/2/7/B400/D66/Z1 | lockable gate done daily but | closure
Municipality Site /P292A1 the facility has | licence
reached
capacity
Malogeng | Permitted as a GSB~ | The site is well | Compaction Operational
Landfill Permit fenced with a daily
Site No:12/9/11/P67 lockable gate
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MUNICIPALITY | DISPOSA | PERMITTED/ ACCESS COMPACTIO | COMMENTS
L SITE NOT AND PERMIT N
No.
Access is
restricted
during working
days only
Mphanam | Permitted as a GSB- | Not developed | Not The licence
a Landfill Permit developed will expire if
Site No:12/9/11/P60 construction
is not
undertaken

Source: LEDET (2019)

2.5.3.2.

Environmental Impact Assessments and landfill sites

Limpopo Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (LEDET) had assessed status of
Environmental Impact Assessments and Landfill sites in the district. They are reflected below.

Table 48: Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA)

Municipality | 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
No of | No of | No of | No of | No of | No of | No of | No of | No of
EIAs | ElAs EIAs | EIAs | ElAs EIAs | EIAs | ElAs ElAs
receiv | approv | reject | receiv | approv | reject | receiv | approv | reject
ed ed ed ed ed ed ed ed ed
Fetakgomo/ 07 05 01 19 12 0 24 12 0
Tubatse
Ephraim 07 03 0 04 03 0 5 5 0
Mogale
Elias 02 04 0 03 03 0 3 2 0
Motsoaledi
Makhudutha 02 04 0 03 02 0 5 5 0
maga
Total 20 16 01 29 20 0 37 24 0
Source: LEDET (2019)
Table 49: Number of licensed landfill sites.

Municipality | Total number | Number Number not | Number Number of
of landfill licensed licensed permitted transfer
sites (where permits | stations per

were issued) municipality

Fetakgomo/ | 2 2 (Burgersfort | 0 0 0

Tubatse Full and
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licensed for
closure)
Ephraim 1 1 0 0 0
Mogale
Elias 2 2 0 0 2 (One not
Motsoaledi developed)
Makhudutha | 1 1 0 0 0
maga
Total 6 6 0 0 0
Source: LEDET (2019)
Challenges and Interventions
Challenges Interventions
¢ lllegal dumping and littering of waste e Awareness on waste management
o Waste collection services not provided (Reduction, Recycling and Reuse).
to most areas in the district o Provide waste collection Services.

¢ Landfill sites not properly managed
e No regional Landfill site owned by the
district

Recycling of waste

Recycling of waste makes meaningful contribution to the reduction of waste quantities that end
up buried at landfill sites thereby reducing its air space. This is in line with the National waste
Management Strategy (NWMS) published under the National Environmental Management: Waste
Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008) as amended.

The strategy puts recycling as a first goal to be achieved by public, private and individuals.
Recycling can be more beneficial in cutting waste management costs if waste separation at
source can be advocated and it also create employment opportunities and address poverty
challenges.

Recycling at source enhances quality of recyclables as it minimizes the contamination of
recyclables. However, the limited recycling infrastructure for separation at source and diversion
of waste streams to material recovery and buy back centres is still a major hindrance to effective
recycling.

Despite numerous resource challenges like lack of recycling bins, bailing machines, transportation
etc recycling seemed to be a workable solution to waste as there has been an increase of waste

pickers who plays a vital role in waste recovery and reclamation.

Legal requirement and obligations
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Section 16 of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008)
(NEMWA) provides that a holder of waste must, within the holder's power, take all reasonable
measures to avoid the generation of waste and where such generation cannot be avoided to
minimize the toxicity and amount of waste that are generated.

Government Notice NO, 718 Gazette No, 32368 provides that waste recycling is a listed activity
and no person may commence the listed activity unless the competent authority has granted an
authorization.

The NEMWA provides that the Minister must, within two years of the date of the Act, by notice in
the Gazefte establish a national waste management strategy which among others will give
guidance on raising awareness regarding the impact of waste on health and the environment and
the benefits of recycling in accordance with the waste management hierarchy and also the
approaches for securing compliance with the requirements of the Act.

Recycling within the district

Waste recycling in the district is taking a good shape since the inception of Sekhukhune District
Waste Management Forum constituted by various National and Provincial government
departments, Local Municipalities and chaired by Sekhukhune District Municipality.

Involvement of private sector e.g., PRASA, PETCO, Collect-A-Can etc enables effective recycling
of waste and discussions are underway for local recyclers to reclaim recyclables from industrial
premises.

To enhance waste recycling within the district, Sekhukhune District Recycling Forum has been
launched by the Executive Mayor during Provincial Recycling Day on the 28 September 2017 and
local fora are established.

The district has introduced School Recycling project wherein about 108 schools are participating
in waste separation at source for recycling purposes. In support of in support of Small Micro
Medium Enterprises (SMMESs), recyclers are collecting recyclables from participating schools.

Furthermore, separation of office wastepaper for recycling done at SDM Bareki Mall offices and
this has been encouraged to government departments within Sekhukhune District.

The district view waste re